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BJP Protests in Zirakpur 

Over Remarks on Sikh Gurus
MUKESH CHAUHAN
ZIRAKPUR : The Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) on Tuesday staged a strong protest in 
Zirakpur against Aam Aadmi Party (AAP) leader Atishi Marlena, alleging that her remarks 
regarding the Sikh Gurus were objectionable and hurt the religious sentiments of the Sikh 
community. During the protest, BJP leaders and workers burnt the effigy of Atishi Marlena 
and raised slogans against the Aam Aadmi Party, expressing their anger and demanding 
accountability over the issue. The protest was led by senior BJP leaders, including Iqbal 
Singh Lalpura, former Chairman of the National Commission for Minorities, BJP Punjab State 
Secretary Sanjeev Khanna, and District BJP President Sanjeev Vashisht. Addressing the 
gathering, BJP leaders stated that any attempt to hurt the religious faith of the Sikh 
community or undermine the dignity of the Sikh Gurus would not be tolerated under any 
circumstances. Speaking jointly, Sanjeev Khanna and Sanjeev Vashisht alleged that AAP 
leaders remember Punjab’s Gurus and saints only during elections, but later resort to 
derogatory language once their political objectives are achieved. They asserted that any 
statement hurting the faith and sentiments of the Sikh community would be strongly 
opposed. The BJP leaders further demanded that the Speaker of the Delhi Legislative 
Assembly should ensure that Atishi Marlena is not allowed to enter the Assembly until she 
issues a public apology for her alleged remarks concerning the Sikh Gurus. Former 

Minority Commission Chairman Iqbal 
Singh Lalpura termed the language 
allegedly used by AAP leaders against the 
Sikh Gurus as highly condemnable. He 
stated that the issue is not limited to the 
BJP alone and that no resident of Punjab 
would tolerate any form of disrespect 
towards the Sikh Gurus. He warned that the 
BJP’s agitation would continue until a public 
apology is tendered by Atishi Marlena.

L K BANSAL
MOHALI: University of Maryland, (USA) and Chitkara School of Planning & 
Architecture, Chitkara University are jointly organising a Collaborative Winter School 
2025-26 on Real Estate Development.  Today was the second session in which 
Advocate Mehak Singh gave a presentation on "Mechanics of Property Transfer, Title 
and Financing", highlighting the key aspects of the process. She explained in detail the 
process of an agreement to sell due diligence, sale deed execution, registration and 
possession of residential and commercial property. Architect Saurabh Singla 
deliberated on "Real Estate Scenario" of Tricity. Session was well attended by students 
and faculty of both the Universities. It is a research project to study Architecture, 
Planning of Chandigarh and Real Estate Scenario of tricity. In the first session, early 
this week, talks were given by Prof Tanya Bansal, Dr. Margaret McFarland, Prof.  Ken 
Filler, Dr Harven Bhandari and Dr Kanika Bansal. Keynote address was given by 
Architect Surinder Bahga on Issues of Chandigarh.

CHANDIGARH: Cinépolis India is expanding into cinema advertising with a nationwide 
deployment of digital screens across its lobby spaces. India's only internation exhibitor has 
appointed It's Spotlight, a digital out-of-home (DOOH) media company, to operate and 
commercialize the inventory. The deployment covers over 350 LED screens, video walls, and 
digital displays across Cinépolis's 101 cinemas in 63 cities spanning 23 states and Union 
Territories. Speaking about the partnership, Devang Sampat, Managing Director, Cinépolis India, 
said that Cinema environments offer advertisers access to audiences in a focused, lean-forward 
setting which is distinct from outdoor and transit media. As DOOH grows and advertisers look for 
environments beyond cluttered digital and social platforms, cinema offers a differentiated 
proposition to reach young and urban audiences. With this partnership we are looking at 
unlocking this opportunity while staying focused on our core business of exhibition.According to 
the EY-FICCI M&E Report 2024, India's out-of-home advertising segment reached Rs. 5,920 
crore in 2024, with digital OOH expected to grow from 12% to 17% of total OOH revenues by 
2027. 

CHANDIGARH:  Keeping in mind the upcoming Rama Atray Women’s Cricket Tournament and 
the BCCI Senior Women’s One-Day Tournament, the Chandigarh Women’s Cricket Team is 
undergoing focused preparations at its training camp. As part of the camp, players are being 
exposed to real match-like conditions through “match simulation” sessions, allowing both men’s 
and women’s teams to effectively practice their batting and bowling skills. A 45-over practice 
match was played along with Under 19 boys players at the Sector-16 Cricket Stadium on Friday. 
The objective of this special practice match was to move beyond routine net sessions and 
provide players with an opportunity to test their techniques, strategies and decision-making in 
actual match situations. UT Cricket Association (UTCA) Secretary Hari Singh Khurana said that 
this was the first time such a match-simulation experiment was conducted on the pitch, apart 
from net practice. He added that the initiative helped players identify their weaknesses and work 
on improvements under realistic playing conditions. Conducted under the supervision of coach 
Ritu Dhrub, the practice match also gave women players an opportunity to closely observe and 
learn certain technical aspects and match approaches from the boys players.
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Chandigarh women team step up 
preparations with 'Match Simulation'

Police Administration Has 
Failed to Control Lawlessness:

 Rana Gurjeet Singh
KAPURTHALA: With incidents of assaults, 
firing, robberies and lawlessness witnessing 
a steady rise across both rural and urban 
areas of Kapurthala district, fear has gripped 
the common people, alleged Congress 
MLA and former Cabinet Minister Rana 
Gurjeet Singh on Friday.
Condemning a recent firing incident in 
Village Lakhan Kalan, Rana Gurjeet Singh 
termed it a complete failure of the Aam 
Aadmi Party (AAP) government and the 
police administration in curbing growing 
lawlessness and gangsterism in Punjab. 
According to details, on Thursday night, four 
to five unidentified assailants fired nearly 10 
to 15 rounds in rapid succession at the 
residence of a close relative of a newly 
elected Congress candidate to the Block 
Samiti in Lakhan Kalan village, triggering 
panic in the area. The MLA stated that 
Satvinder Pal Singh, nephew of Daljit Singh, 
son of Gurmukh Singh, had recently won 
the Block Samiti elections on a Congress 
ticket by defeating the AAP candidate 
Pavitar Singh.

Cinépolis India expands its 
cinema advertising business


