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KOLKATA: Former Indian 
cricketer Wasim Jaffer said on 
Tuesday that he is "a little wor-
ried" about Team India following 
a disastrous Border-Gavaskar 
Trophy against Australia away 
from home and hoped that they 
will "get their act together" ahead 
of their England tour which will 
kickstart their ICC World Test 

Championship 2025-27 cycle.
Jaffer was speaking on 

Revsportz to Boria Majumdar.
Speaking to Revsportz 

about the Indian Test team, 
which finished third in the WTC 
2023-25 standings following a 0-3 
clean sweep loss to New Zealand 
at home and 1-3 loss in the BGT 
against Australia, Jaffer said, "I 
am a little worried, without a 

doubt. After watching India play 
in Australia, I am a little wor-
ried."

"The form of our batters. 
What if Jasprit Bumrah is not 
available in that Test series as 
well? Or if Mohammad Shami is 
not available for that matter? 
What will happen? So, I am defi-
nitely worried that Dukes ball, 
our batters have batted in 
Australia. If that same trend con-
tinues, we will definitely strug-
gle." "So, I am a little bit worried. 
But I hope they get their act 
together. And I hope we win a 
series, which we have not done 
for a long time in England. But 
we need to do much better than 
what we did, you know, in 
Australia," he concluded. 
India's last series win in England 
came back in 2007 under cap-
taincy of Rahul Dravid by 1-0. 
Since then, Their last Test series 
in England ended in a 2-2 draw 
back in 2022 after India played 
the rescheduled fifth Test at 
Edgbaston under captaincy.

Adani Invitational Golf Championship 2025:
 N Thangaraja, Saptak Talwar tied for lead 
in round one

ondon [ England and Wales Cricket Board 

L(ECB) announced former skipper Charlott 
Edwards as the new head coach of 

England women's team on Tuesday.
Edwards is a former England captain who 
represented her country over 300 times, winning 
two World Cups and lifting the Ashes five times 
across a 20-year playing career. With 10,273 
runs in 309 international matches with 13 
centuries, she is one of the most decorated 
international batters ever. She has replaced 
Jon Lewis after a poor ICC Women's T20 
World Cup 2024 and 16-0 drubbing to 
Australia in women's Ashes away from home.
"Charlotte Edwards has been announced as the 
new Head Coach of the England Women's team.
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slamabad: The strength and depth of 

Iwomen's cricket will be on full display as six 
teams compete for the final two spots at the 

ICC Women's Cricket World Cup in India later 
this year. The ICC Women's Cricket World Cup 
2025 Qualifier, set to take place in Pakistan, 
will feature the hosts alongside Full Members 
Bangladesh, Ireland and West Indies, as well 
as Associate Members Thailand and Scotland.
Snehal Pradhan, ICC Manager - Women's 
Cricket and former India international cricketer, 
speaking to ICC Cricket's official website 
emphasised the significance of the 
tournament, stating as quoted by ICC, "It is 
very high stakes cricket in terms of what is up 
for grabs." "The last Cricket World Cup in New 
Zealand was an extremely successful event. 
We saw just how high-profile that event is and 
that is the opportunity that two of the six teams 
are going to be fighting it out for."
"It really is hard to pick the two teams who are 
going to get through. We saw Thailand make it 
to the T20 World Cup in 2020, so they have 
shown that they are able to get to the world 
stage, Scotland got to the T20 World Cup in 
2024 so they can do it as well. 

reater Noida: Sri Lankan N Thangaraja 

Gand Greater Noida's Saptak Talwar, 
playing at his home course, put up 

scores of five-under 67 to hold the joint lead in 
round one of the Rs 1.5 crore Adani Invitational 
Golf Championship 2025 being played at the 
Jaypee Greens Golf and Spa Resort, Greater 
Noida. Om Prakash Chouhan of Mhow, Delhi 
golfer Arjun Prasad, Gurugram's Sunhit Bishnoi 
and Bangladeshi Md Somrat Sikdar were 
bunched in tied third place with identical scores 
of four-under 68.
N Thangaraja, a winner on the PGTI last month, 
went bogey-free on day one. He scored two 
birdies on the front-nine courtesy a tap-in and a 
30-feet conversion. Thanga then began the 
back-nine with consecutive birdies on the 10th 
and 11th, landing his approaches from 130 yards 
to within five feet on both occasions. He added 
his final birdie of the day on the 14th.

Anticipation builds as former cricketers 
look ahead to Women's Cricket World 
Cup Qualifier 2025

Charlotte Edwards announced
as England's new head coach

Sports
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B E N G A L U R U :  R o y a l 
Challengers Bengaluru's 
desire to make their home-
coming a memorable occa-
sion pivots around an expe-
rienced bowling unit main-
taining its excellent form 
when they face Gujarat 
Titans in an IPL match here 
on Wednesday. The bowlers 
played a big hand in RCB 
taming two traditionally 
tough opponents in Kolkata 
and Chennai but now they 
face a different challenge at 
home against the Titans.

T h e  C h i n n a s w a m y 
Stadium pitch has always 
had this allegiance towards 
batters, evidenced by the 
three 260-plus totals here.

The short boundaries 
and a quick outfield add to 
the misery of the bowlers, 
but the Royal Challengers 
will believe that they have 
two bowlers who can con-
tain batters here — Josh 
H a z l e w o o d  a n d 
Bhuvneshwar Kumar.

While they have not set 
the stats chart ablaze, 
Hazlewood has conceded 
just 5.37 runs an over in this 
IPL, while Bhuvneshwar, 
who returned to the field for 
the CSK match, has an econ-
omy of 6.6.

This frugality by their 
new ball bowlers will be 
RCB's biggest asset against 

Gujarat's capable top-order.
Captain Shubman Gill 

and B. Sai Sudharsan have 
already developed into a 
good opening pair, and RCB 
will be eager to prevent their 
alliance from blossoming 
through Hazlewood and 
Bhuvneshwar.

The Aussie can hit the 
hard lengths to find discon-
c e r t i n g  b o u n c e  a n d 
Bhuvneshwar can operate 
in a tight line while trou-
bling the batters with his 
ability to swing the new ball.

This versatility makes 
the RCB pace pair a massive 
threat in most conditions.

Yash Dayal, the left-arm 

pacer, too has grown into a 
dependable and crafty sup-
port bowler to the seniors.

However, RCB might 
feel a bit underwhelming in 
the spin department with 
K r u n a l  P a n d y a  a n d 
Suyansh Sharma manning 
that space, and their skills 
will be put to test.

On the other hand, GT 
have two proven campaign-
ers in their spin attack in 
Rashid Khan and R Sai 
Kishore.

Their battle with RCB 
batters such as Virat Kohli, 
Phil Salt, skipper Rajat 
Patidar, a very fine player of 
spin, and Devdutt Padikkal 

will have a huge bearing on 
the outcome of the match.

Their pace duo of Kagiso 
Rabada and Mohammed 
Siraj, who migrated to GT 
from RCB through last 
year's auction, will be look-
ing to soften the Bengaluru 
top order with some early 
blows so that the spinners 
can do their job without 
much pressure.

Ace batter Kohli and 
Englishman Sal t  have 
already shown signs of being 
in perfect sync with each 
o t h e r  w h i l e  s t i t c h i n g 
together stands of 95 and 45 
in the last two matches, and 
they could be even more dan-

gerous at the Chinnaswamy.
Gujarat will require an 

early wicket or two before 
RCB, the current table-
toppers, run away with the 
match, and they will expect 
Rabada to do the job.

Rabada has a good head-
to-head match-up against 
Kohli in all T20s, bagging his 
wicket four times in 14 
innings while limiting his 
strike-rate to an appreciable 
113.

In short, the team whose 
bowlers adapt better to the 
c o n d i t i o n s  h a s  b e t t e r 
chances of coming out on the 
right side of the result.

The RCB fanbase will 
hope that it will be the red 
and gold brigade on a day 
when light showers are pre-
dicted.

Teams (from): Gujarat 
Titans: Shubman Gill (C), Jos 
Buttler, B. Sai Sudharshan, 
Shahrukh Khan, Kagiso 
Rabada, Mohammed Siraj, 
Prasidh Krishna, Rahul 
Tewatia,  Rashid Khan, 
Nishant Sindhu, Mahipal 
Lomror, Kumar Kushagra, 
Anuj Rawat, Manav Suthar, 
Washington Sundar, Gerald 
Coetzee, Mohmmad Arshad 
Khan, Gurnoor Singh Brar, 
Sherfane Rutherford, R. Sai 
Kishore, Ishant Sharma, 
Jayant Yadav, Glenn Phillips, 
Kareem Janat, Kulwant 
Khejroliya.
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"I am a little worried": Jaffer on Indian 
Test team ahead of England tour

Djokovic leads roll call of heroes to attend Laureus World Sports Awards

Vandana Katariya bids adieu to international
 hockey: A journey of success, legacy

AGENCY
NEW DELHI: Indian women's 
hockey stalwart Vandana Katariya 
has officially announced her 
retirement from international hockey, 
bringing an end to an extraordinary 
career that spanned over 15 years.

With 320 international 
appearances and 158 goals to her 
name, Vandana leaves as the most-
capped player in the history of Indian 
women's hockey. But beyond the 
numbers, she leaves behind an 
inspiring legacy--a tale of resilience, 
quiet determination, and a relentless 
hunger to push Indian women's 
hockey to greater heights.

The 32-year-old forward, who 
made her senior team debut in 2009, 
was an integral part of some of the 
most defining moments in the sport, 
including India's historic fourth-place 
finish at the Tokyo 2020 Olympics, 
where she became the first and only 
Indian woman to score a hat-trick at 
the Games.

Announcing her retirement, 
Vandana, who played her last match 
for India during the Bhubaneswar leg 
of the FIH Pro League 2024-25 in 
February, shared the mix of emotions 
she is experiencing.

"This decision wasn't easy, but I 
know it's the right time. Hockey has 
been my life for as long as I can 
remember, and wearing the Indian 
jersey was the greatest honour. But 
every journey has its course, and I 
leave with immense pride, gratitude, 
and love for the sport. Indian hockey 
is in great hands, and I will always be 
its biggest supporter," Vandana said 

as quoted from a press release by 
Hockey India.

She extended her heartfelt 
appreciation to everyone who played 
a role in her journey. "I want to thank 
my coaches, teammates, support 
staff, Hockey India, my family, and all 
the fans who have supported me 
over the years. Every cheer, every 
message, every word of 
encouragement meant the world to 
me."

Hailing from Roshnabad, 
Haridwar, Vandana's journey began 
like that of many young girls in 
India--on dusty fields, with a dream 
far bigger than her circumstances. 
Over the years, she went on to 
represent India in the sport's 
grandest arenas, including two 
Olympic Games (Rio 2016, Tokyo 
2020), two FIH Hockey Women's 
World Cups (2018, 2022), three 
Commonwealth Games (2014, 2018, 
2022), and three Asian Games 
(2014, 2018, 2022).

Her contributions were 
instrumental in India's rise in world 
hockey. She played a pivotal role in 
securing Gold medals at the 
Women's Asian Champions Trophy 
(2016, 2023) and the FIH Hockey 
Women's Nations Cup (2022), 
Silver medals at the Asian Games 
2018, Women's Asian Champions 
Trophy Japan 2013, and Women's 
Asian Champions Trophy Donghae 
2018, along with Bronze medals at 
the 2022 Commonwealth Games, 
the 2014 and 2022 Asian Games, 
and the FIH Hockey Pro League 
2021-22.

RCB eye a smart outing from bowlers
against GT to maintain winning run
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MADRID : A host of world-
class sporting stars are set to 
descend upon Madrid for the 
2025 Laureus World Sports 
Awards later this month, 
including 24-time grand 
slam tennis champion and 
current Laureus World 
Sportsman of the Year 
Novak Djokovic.

This is the 25th anniver-
sary of the 'athletes' awards', 
the most prestigious hon-
ours event on the sporting 
calendar. It is also the sec-
ond year in succession that 
the Awards have been held 
in Madrid, with the iconic 
Palacio de Cibeles staging 
the event on Monday, April 
21.

F i v e - t i m e  L a u r e u s 
World Sportsman of the 
Year, Novak Djokovic said: 
"It is exciting to be back in 
Madrid again to celebrate 
the 25th anniversary of the 
Laureus  World  Sports 
Awards. I have cherished 
memories of picking up my 
fifth Laureus in Madrid last 

year and am privileged to be 
able to attend again. The 
Awards give us athletes the 
rare opportunity to not only 
meet up and share our expe-
riences but to celebrate the 
mission of Laureus - given 
to us by Nelson Mandela 25 
years ago - to use sport to 
change the world."

Since receiving the 2024 
Laureus World Sportsman 
of the Year Award - his fifth 

Laureus Statuette - Novak 
Djokovic won a gold medal 
at the Paris 2024 Olympic 
Games, writing his name 
into the Golden Slam history 
books.

Among the sporting leg-

ends of the Laureus World 
Sports Academy also con-
firmed to attend the Awards 
are six-time Grand Slam 
champion and Novak's for-
mer coach Boris Becker; 
football legends Cafu, Luis 
Figo and Ruud Gullit; gym-
n a s t i c  g r e a t  N a d i a 
Comaneci (celebrating 50 
years since her 'Perfect 10'), 
athletics heroes including 
Edwin Moses and Nawal El 
Moutawakel, Rugby World 
Cup winner Bryan Habana 
plus Olympians Chris Hoy 
and Steve Redgrave.

S e a n  F i t z p a t r i c k , 
Chairman of the Laureus 
World Sports Academy, 
said: "It is such a thrill to be 
heading back to Madrid, 
where the City and the wider 
Region welcomed us so 
warmly last year. 
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ohali(Tilak Raj) It is a happiest 

Mmoment for Jhanjeri village Distt ( 
Sas Nagar Mohali) when Ashwani 

kumar from Jhanheri village created new 
record in IPL history.He was elected for 
Mumbai Indian IPL auction 2025 and he took 4 
important wickets in 3 overs in his first debut 
match. The 23-year-old took the crucial 
wickets of Kolkata captain Ajinkya Rahane, 
Rinku Singh, Manish Pandey and the powerful 
Andre Russell. Ashwani Kumar’s stunning but 
highly unexpected four-wickets-for-24-runs 
effort, coupled with an overall disciplined 
bowling performance by the home team, 
restricted champions Kolkata to a modest total 
of 116, which Mumbai chased down with more 
than seven overs to spare on Monday. He 
selected man of the match for his 
performance. Giving a complete information 
about his journey in cricket game Ashwani 
kumar told he started to play cricket in 2015 
from district cricket association mohali acadmy 
and after that he always gave his best. he is a 
left arm pace bowler sold with 30Lakh rs by 
mumbai Indians. He also played for Ranji 
trophy,Mustaq Ali trophy,vijay Hazare trophy 
for Punjab and last year he was elected as a 
net bowler for Punjab kings. He said this a a 
result of my hard work and blessings of my 
father Harkesh kumar,mother Meena Rani and 
elder brother Shiv Rana. He said he really 
feeling big proud after his performance and 
everybody is happy in village jhanjeri.

Ashwani Kumar created record
 by best debut in IPL history 


