
Zimbabwe fast bowler blessed
with rapid rankings rise

NEWS BRIEF

ew Delhi : Delhi Capitals all-rounder 
Vipraj Nigam opened up about the bond Nhe shares with his teammates and 

especially the franchise's premier spinner 
Kuldeep Yadav. Along with this, Vipraj explained 
the rationale behind their decision to bowl after 
winning the toss against Kolkata Knight Riders in 
the ongoing Indian Premier League (IPL). Delhi 
Capitals suffered their third home defeat after 
falling short against Kolkata Knight Riders by 14 
runs in IPL 2025 match at the Arun Jaitley 
Stadium on Tuesday. After being put into bat, 
KKR scored 204/9 in 20 overs. In reply, Delhi 
Capitals managed to get to 190/9. Faf du Plessis 
(62 off 45), skipper Axar Patel (43 off 23) and 
Vipraj Nigam (38 off 19) put up an impressive 
show with the bat, but the hosts couldn't get over 
the line. Following the defeat, he was asked 
about the decision to bowl first after winning the 
toss in the post-match press conference, to which 
he replied, "We expected that dew would play 
some role in the later stage of the game, and 
that's why we opted to bowl first, but that didn't 
happen. The wicket was pretty good. They 
scored 200+ in the first innings and then we put 
on 190 in the second, so overall, it was a good 
track to bat on." Talking about his journey in the 
competition so far and his bond with senior 
players in the team, Vipraj said, "Cricket is a 
journey where there are always ups and downs. 

ew Delhi : Zimbabwe quick Blessing 
Muzarabani has been the big winner Nfollowing the latest update to the ICC Men's 

Test Player Rankings, as per the official website of the 
International Cricket Council (ICC).
Muzarabani picked up nine wickets in a Player of the 
Match performance as Zimbabwe registered an 
impressive three-wicket triumph over Bangladesh in 
the first Test in Sylhet, and the tall right-armer rose up 
the bowling rankings as a result to reach a new 
career-best rating of 705 points. He is just the second 
Zimbabwean bowler to surpass the 700-point barrier 
in Test cricket. The 28-year-old pacer rises four places 
to move to 15th overall on the rankings list for Test 
bowlers, with India seamer Jasprit Bumrah still 
maintaining his spot at the head of proceedings. 
Muzarabani's Zimbabwe teammate Wellington 
Masakadza re-enters the rankings for Test bowlers in 
equal 68th spot after five wickets against Bangladesh 
in his first Test appearance in more than two years, 
while there was some joy for the hosts as 
experienced spinner Mehidy Hasan gained four 
rungs to improve to 26th following his 10 scalps from 
the same match. There are further gains for 
Bangladesh on the latest rankings for Test batters, 
with Mominul Haque, Jaker Ali and Najmul Hossain 
Shanto all making ground inside the top 100 following 
decent efforts against Zimbabwe. Haque managed 
innings of 56 and 47 and improved five places to 
48th overall, Ali jumped 10 spots to 50th following a 
half-century in the second innings of the Sylhet 
contest, while Shanto climbed four rungs to 53rd 
after knocks of 40 and 60.

Vipraj explains rationale behind DC's
 decision to bowl after winning toss 
against KKR 

Sports
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always prepare for the next 
game and keep up with the 
momentum going forward,” 
Pandya had said after the win 
over LSG. One of the positives 
for MI in the previous game 
was the performance of debu-
tant Corbin Bosch who scored 
at a strike rate of 200 besides tak-
ing a wicket.

With likes of Suryakumar 
Yadav and Rohit Sharma back 
at their best, MI seem to be 
peaking at the right time, an 
ominous sign for the opposi-
tion teams.

Squads: Rajasthan Royals: 
Yashasvi Jaiswal, Shimron 
Hetmyer, Shubham Dubey, 
Vaibhav Suryavanshi, Sanju 
Samson, Dhruv Jurel, Kunal 
Singh Rathore, Riyan Parag, 
Yudhvir Singh Charak, Nitish 
Rana, Sandeep Sharma, 
Tushar Deshpande, Akash 
Madhwal, Kumar Kartikeya, 
Kwena Maphaka, Wanindu 
H a s a r a n g a ,  M a h e e s h  AGENCY play-offs but deep down the man- international repute to the ceded close to 10 runs per over. 
Theekshana, Fazalhaq Farooqi, JAIPUR : Rajasthan Royals agement has accepted its fate. sword, it would be interesting to Sandeep Sharma too has 
Ashok Sharma, Jofra Archer.will turn up against Mumbai A side strain to skipper s e e  h o w  s o u t h p a w  proved to be a tad expensive. In 

M u m b a i  I n d i a n s :  Indians with renewed vigour as Sanju Samson paved the way of Suryavanshi fares against fact, none of their frontline 
Suryakumar Yadav, Rohit they aim to halt the five-time Suryavanshi’s debut and it only Jasprit Bumrah. Lower down bowlers have an economy rate 
Sharma, Tilak Varma, Bevon champions’ surging momen- took him three innings to the order, there will be pressure of less than 9.
Jacobs, Ryan Rickelton, Robin tum in the Indian Premier become the talking point of the on Shimron Hetmyer who has For Hardik Pandya-led 
Minz, Krishnan Shrijith, League here on Thursday. cricketing world. Samson last not been at his ballistic best this Mumbai Indians, the return of 
Hardik Pandya, Naman Dhir, With 14-year-old Vaibhav played on April 16 and there is season where the pitches have Bumrah has coincided with 
Raj Bawa, Vignesh Puthur, Will Suryavanshi potentially play- no clarity over his comeback, been on the slower side. their ascent to the top of the 
Jacks, Mitchell Santner, Jasprit ing the knock of the tournament leaving Suravanshi and What will probably make table. The perennial slow start-
Bumrah, Arjun Tendulkar, on Monday, the Royals have Yashasvi Jaiswal to open the the difference in their ordinary ers have now collected five 
Ashwani Kumar, Reece Topley, found a ray of hope in what has innings again. Their 166-run run is their inability to close wins on the bounce and look 
Lizaad Williams, Karn Sharma, been an IPL campaign of missed stand against Gujarat Titans games from winning positions. unstoppable.
Trent Boult, Deepak Chahar, opportunities. ensured they made short work In the pace department, “This competition is very 
Satyanarayana Raju, Mujeeb The hosts still have a math- of the 210-run target. Jofra Archer has provided the tough, can’t get carried away. 
Ur Rahman. Match starts 7.30 ematical chance of making the Having put bowlers of breakthroughs but has con- We need to play good cricket, 
PM
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KL Rahul and former Indian players 
wish Rohit Sharma on his 38th birthday

NEW DELHI: Former Indian the field! Cheers to many more 
cricketers and KL Rahul wished milestones ahead! 
Indian captain Rohit Sharma on his @rohitsharma45."
38th birthday. It was in June 2007, against 
Indian skipper and opener Rohit Ireland, that a baby-faced 20-
Sharma turned 38 on Wednesday, year-old Rohit burst onto the 
marking another year in a career scene, displaying his immense 
that has witnessed some potential and versatility with some 
unmatched highs and traumatic impactful knocks during the 2007 
lows, yet remains one of the T20 World Cup-winning 
greatest stories in Indian cricket. campaign. Since then, the 
Indian batter KL Rahul posted 'Hitman' has evolved into one of 
wishes for Rohit on his official the bravest openers of all time, a 
Instagram handle," Happy birthday tactical mastermind with a trophy 
Ro, Wish you the very best" KL cabinet worth envying, and the 
posted on his Instagram story. calm composure of a monk.
Rohit's former opening partner, Having made his Test debut in 
Shikhar Dhawan, posted on his 2013, Rohit has scored 4,301 runs 
official Instagram handle," From in 67 Tests and 116 innings, 
chasing runs to sharing laughs, it's averaging 40.57, with 12 centuries 
been a legendary journey together. and 18 fifties, and his best score 
Happy Birthday, partner in crime." being 212. He is India's leading 
Shikhar posted on his Instagram run-getter in the ICC World Test 
story. Former Indian legend Yuvraj Championship (WTC), with 2,716 
Singh posted on his official X runs at an average of 41.15 in 40 
handle," Some build records, Tests, with nine centuries and eight 
some build legacies - you've done fifties in 69 innings. He is the 10th-
both brotherman! Hope you have highest run-getter of all time in the 
an amazing year ahead! Happy competition and was the captain of 
birthday, Loads of love always the team which finished as 
@ImRo45." runners-up to Australia in 2023 

Former Indian cricketer during the WTC final. He has seen 
Suresh Raina posted on his mixed success in Tests as a captain, 
official Instagram handle," Happy with 12 wins, nine losses, and three 
Birthday, Rohit! Wishing you an draws, with most wins coming at 
incredible year ahead, brother! home.
From sharing the field to sharing The world got a glimpse of 
laughter, it's always been a Rohit as a white-ball batter, a form 
pleasure watching you lead with of cricket in which he has 
calm and class. Your journey has dominated. In 273 ODIs and 265 
inspired millions, and I know innings, he has made 11,168 runs 
there's still so much more to at an average of 48.76 with 32 
come. May this year bring you centuries and 58 fifties. His best 
great success, happiness, and score in ODIs is 264. He is the 
time with your loved ones. Keep only batter with three ODI double 
hitting those big sixes--on and off tons.

Revitalised Royals look 
to halt MI's charge
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NEW DELHI : The Intercontinental MLA from Khanpur, Umesh Kumar, 
Legends Championship (ILC) on who attended the jersey unveiling 
Wednesday unveiled the official team ceremony of the Intercontinental 
jerseys ahead of its highly anticipated Legends Championship (ILC), 
season, set to begin on May 27 at the expressed his appreciation for the 
Shaheed Vijay Singh Pathik Sports event and the people behind it.
Complex in Greater Noida, as per a He thanked all the dignitaries present 
release from ILC. and specially congratulated ILC 
Cricket icon Shikhar Dhawan, the founder Pradeep Sangwan, saying, 
celebrated former India opener, "Pradeep Sangwan has been a 
headlined the jersey unveiling remarkable IPL player, and I 
ceremony alongside ex-India congratulate him for this initiative. 
cricketers Parvinder Awana, Praveen Initially, I thought it would be difficult to 
Kumar, and ILC founder Pradeep pull off something of this scale, but 
Sangwan. after seeing his dedication and hard 
Speaking about the League and work, it's clear how this vision has now 
jersey, Shikhar Dhawan said, "It's a reached the stage of a successful 
great initiative to bring together jersey launch."
cricketing legends from around the The Intercontinental Legends 
world under one banner. The Championship will feature six iconic 
Intercontinental Legends teams representing six global regions: 
Championship not only revives the African Lions, Trans Titans (Australia 
passion of legends but also brings and New Zealand), Europe Gladiators, 
fans a unique blend of nostalgia and American Tigers, Asian Avengers, and 
entertainment. I'm thrilled to be part of Indian Warriors. Speaking about ICL, 
this launch and look forward to the founder Pradeep Sangwan said, "The 
exciting action ahead," as quoted from Intercontinental Legends 
a release by ILC. Championship is more than a 
The upcoming Championship tournament; it's a celebration of 
featuring 6 teams from 6 continents. cricket's ability to unite the world.

Shikhar Dhawan unveils jerseys for Intercontinental 
Legends Championship ahead of May 27 kick-off

ew Delhi : The second semi-final of the 
Kalinga Super Cup 2025, with equally Nhigh stakes, will see Mumbai City FC go 

toe-to-toe with Jamshedpur FC in what promises 
to be a thrilling encounter, as per a release from 
the ISL website.
Historical context adds to the drama, as 
Jamshedpur FC have enjoyed recent success 
against Mumbai City FC, coming off two 
consecutive victories in their previous Indian 
Super League (ISL) encounters. This presents a 
psychological advantage for Khalid Jamil's side 
heading into this crucial clash.
Khalid Jamil, the Jamshedpur FC manager, 
emphasized the importance of their semi-final 
match against a strong opponent, stressing the 
need for hard work to achieve a positive outcome.
"We're playing the semi-final. It is an important 
game. We are playing against a good team and 
must work hard to get a positive result," Khalid 
Jamil said.
Mumbai City FC, however, come in with their own 
strengths and are led by their captain Lallianzuala 
Chhangte, who has been in fine form in the Cup 
competition, having scored in each of the two 
games so far.

Kalinga Super Cup 2025: 
Jamshedpur FC faceoff Mumbai 
City FC in second semi final
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