
Wimbledon champion Krejcikova 
suffers first-round defeat at 
Queen's Club
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outhampton: West Indies white-ball head 
coach Daren Sammy broke silence on Sstar batter Nicholas Pooran's retirement 

from international cricket, saying that "more will 
follow in that direction" and his instincts told him 
that "something like that would happen". Pooran's 
decision comes days after he requested Cricket 
West Indies not to consider him for their ongoing 
white-ball tour of England. With over eight months 
left before the T20 World Cup 2026 kicks off in 
India and Sri Lanka, Pooran's decision serves as 
a massive setback for the 2016 winners. Since 
bursting onto the international scene in 2016, 
Pooran featured in 106 T20Is and 61 ODIs, 
garnering more than 4,258 runs across both 
formats. He mustered up 2,275 in the shortest 
format of cricket, averaging 26.14 at 136.39. 
While in the 50-over cricket, he tallied 1,983 runs 
at 39.66 while maintaining a strike rate of 99.15, 
laced with three centuries and 11 fifties.
Speaking as quoted by ESPNCricinfo, Sammy 
said after 0-3 loss to England in T20Is, "My 
instincts told me something like that would 
happen. Nicholas sent me a text message, and 
so did I had a conversation with his agent as 
well... When we first spoke about the UK tour and 
the conversation I had with him, I did ask him, 
'Are you unavailable for the UK tour only, or 
indefinitely?' And from that response, I just knew I 
had to start preparing for the worst case."

ondon, June 11 (UNI) Defending 
Wimbledon champion Barbora LKrejcikova failed to reach the second 

round at Queen's Club, as the 29-year-old 
Czech lost to Rebecca Sramkova of Slovakia 6-
4, 6-3 at the WTA 500 event here. Krejcikova 
started her campaign at Queen's Club in west 
London as the seventh seed in the women's 
singles main draw, but was outplayed by 28-
year-old Sramkova after one hour and 15 
minutes on Tuesday.
Last year, Krejcikova celebrated her first Grand 
Slam win since the French Open in 2021, but 
withdrew from this year's Australian Open due 
to a back injury and had been out of action until 
May. World No. 41 Sramkova's next opponent 
is Emma Raducanu, as the home favorite 
smashed Spanish qualifier Cristina Bucsa 6-1, 
6-2. "I think it was a very clean performance. 
I'm really pleased with what I was able to put 
out on the court despite any first-round nerves," 
said the 22-year-old former U.S. Open 
champion.
Raducanu's compatriots Katie Boulter and 
Heather Watson also enjoyed opening-round 
wins in front of their home crowd. Boulter, 28, 
edged out Ajla Tomljanovic 7-6(4), 1-6, 6-4 after 
battling against the Australian qualifier in two hours 
and 21 minutes.
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on 66 as Webster tried to con-
tinue putting runs on the 
board alongside Carey with 
the former also reaching his 
fifty before tea. Both batters 
put up a 44-run partnership 
that took the total to 190/5 
after 50 overs. Earlier, the 
start of the innings was pretty 
steady by openers Usman 
Khawaja  and Marnus  
Labuschagne that started off 
with 3 consecutive maiden 
overs. However, it was 
Rabada who gave the 
Proteas the breakthrough 
by taking 2 wickets in a sin-
gle over as Usman Khawaja 
was sent back for a duck 
while the incoming batter 
Cameron green departed 
after scoring a boundary as 
well. In came Smith and 
started to build up with 
marnus in the middle. The 
next wicket courtesy of 
marco jansen who got 
Marnus in the 18th over, 
caught behind again. While 
Head came in and started to 
try and hit from the word go, 
it was Smith too who part-
nered him and got some 

AGENCY one-off Test. Kagiso Rabada's session in a positive way for South Africa's introduction fours along the way.  The dis-
LONDON: Day 1 of the World fifer paved the way for South the Aussie featuring a resil- finally paid off in the 42nd appointment for the Aussies 
Test championship final Africa who have got Australia ient fifty by Steve Smith who over wen Aiden markram got came when travis Head lost 
between Australia and South restricted to a decent total continued to inspire the the big wicket of Steve Smith his wickets in the final over 
Africa saw Australia get bun- with the responsibility shift- innings in a crucial tie for the on 66 as he was caught behind before lunch as he too was 
dled out at 212 courtesy of the ing to the batters now to try side. The duo kept finding the in the slips by Marco jansen caught behind on marco 
Protea pacers at the Lord's, giv- and get a good start with the boundaries at regular inter- after fumbling the ball twice jansen's delivery. The Aussies 
ing South Africa a slight time left on the first day.  Steve vals and went on to rotate the before getting his fingers are 67/4 at lunch and have a lot 
advantage going ahead in the Smith began the post lunch strike along the way as well. around it. The batter departed to do now.
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India players engage in intense fielding drills
 filled with banter ahead of England Tests

AGENCY until August 2025. With India 
LONDON : Indian players lining up without its batting 
engaged in intense fielding drills, bigwigs Rohit and Virat following 
which were topped up by a fun their retirement from the game's 
banter between the players as longest format, the onus lies on 
they continued to fortify their the Shubman-led revamped side 
preparations for the upcoming to prove itself away from home in 
Test series against England. testing and gruelling English 

Fielding coach T Dilip conditions.
orchestrated the fielding drills, The series will be held from 
which involved taking low and June to August, with matches 
high catches and hitting the scheduled at Headingley in 
stumps from a distance, in a Leeds, Edgbaston in 
video posted by the BCCI. Vice- Birmingham, Lord's and The 
captain Rishabh Pant's throw Oval in London, and Old Trafford 
was a whisker away from hitting in Manchester.
the stump, and he expressed his India's Test squad for 
agony by saying, "Arey yaar." England series: Shubman Gill 

In one instance, Indian Test (c), Rishabh Pant (vc), Yashasvi 
captain Shubman Gill was Jaiswal, KL Rahul, Sai 
impressed when his Gujarat Sudharsan, Abhimanyu 
Titans teammate Sai Sudharsan Easwaran, Karun Nair, Nitish 
took a sharp catch and said, Reddy, Ravindra Jadeja, Dhruv 
"Catching yaar." Towards the end Jurel, Washington Sundar, 
of the video, Mohammed Siraj Shardul Thakur, Jasprit Bumrah, 
celebrated by jumping in the air Mohammed Siraj, Prasidh 
after cleanly completing a catch. Krishna, Akash Deep, Arshdeep 

After batting wizards Rohit Singh, Kuldeep Yadav.
Sharma and Virat Kohli bid adieu England squad for first Test 
to Test cricket last month, India vs India: Shoaib Bashir, Jacob 
was left short on experience. Bethell, Harry Brook, Brydon 
With India bereft of its Carse, Sam Cook, Zak Crawley, 
torchbearers, the management Ben Duckett, Jamie Overton, 
turned to youngsters to mark the Ollie Pope, Joe Root, Jamie 
beginning of a new era. Smith (wk), Ben Stokes (capt), 

The five-test tour of England Josh Tongue, Chris Woakes. 
starts June 20 at Leeds and lasts 

WTC final:Rabada’s fifer floors Australia 
for 212, South Africa gain early edge

AGENCY form. Szocs and Bardet have each 
AHMEDABAD : U Mumba TT will won three of their four matches, 
have their sights set on a semi-final while Yashaswini--who beat China's 
berth when they take on playoffs- Fan Siqi in her previous outing--has 
bound Dabang Delhi TTC in the won two of three.
Ultimate Table Tennis (UTT) Season The Szocs-Akash Pal pairing has 
6 on Thursday. There is a lot on the been a revelation, winning three 
line for Delhi, too, who are aiming to straight in mixed doubles. Though 
become the first team in history to Akash is yet to win a singles match, 
pass through his doubles 
the league presence 
stage remains key. 
unbeaten. Bardet and 
U Mumba sit Szocs rank 
fifth on the among the 
table with 32 league's top 
points; their forehand shot-
playoff makers, while 
chances rest Yashaswini 
not just on a has been a 
win, but also backhand 
on the machine.
outcome of the Dabang Delhi, 
Jaipur Patriots meanwhile, 
vs PBG Pune Jaguars tie. Five have already locked in their playoff 
games might be enough, but nothing berth, but a win here would etch 
less than a fight will do for the team their names in UTT history. They've 
from Mumbai. been consistently clinical: Diya 
They come in buoyed by a gritty win Chitale, Sathiyan Gnanasekaran, 
over Stanley's Chennai Lions, with Maria Xiao, and Izaac Quek have all 
Bernadette Szocs, Lilian Bardet, and won at least two matches each, 
Yashaswini Ghorpade all in strong delivering consistent returns.

UTT Season 6: U Mumba TT eye playoffs, Dabang 
Delhi TTC chase history in final league stage tie

Steve Smith overtakes Tendulkar to reach closer 
to Virat Kohli's ICC knockout matches record

LONDON : Australian batting icon Steve Smith overtook legendary Indian cricketer Sachin Tendulkar, climbing up to the 
second spot among batters with the highest number of fifty-plus scores in ICC tournament knockout matches.
Smith continues solidifying his legacy as the ultimate clutch batter for Australia, with yet another half-century against the 
Proteas during the ICC World Test Championship (WTC) final at Lord's. Walking in with Australia at 16/2, Smith's fluency 
was on showcase as he scored 66 in 112 balls, with 10 fours. His runs came at a strike rate of 58.92. This is Smith's seventh 
fifty-plus score in ICC event knockout matches, overtaking Tendulkar, who had six such scores in 15 matches, scoring 682 
runs at an average of 48.71 with a century and five fifties. Smith loses out to Tendulkar in volume of runs, scoring 650 runs in 
13 matches and innings at an average of 59.09, with two centuries and nine fifties. His best score is 121.India's Virat Kohli 
remains the undisputed king of ICC knockout matches, being the only player to have made 1,000 runs in such matches. He 
has made 1,024 runs in 22 matches and 24 innings at an average of 51.20, with a century and nine fifties (a total of 10 fifty-
plus scores) and best score of 117 against New Zealand in the 2023 World Cup semifinal at Mumbai.
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