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ew Delhi: Former India spinner Piyush 
Chawla feels that irrespective of the Nway batting maestro Virat Kohli 

managed his way to fifty, Royal Challengers 
Bengaluru stood in a position where they 
needed someone to play the anchor's role, 
especially after Delhi Capitals rattled their top-
order.
During RCB's pursuit of 163, Delhi roared back 
with aplomb and reduced the visitors to 26/3, 
leaving them tattered after the fourth over. 
RCB's batting depth was up for a test, and 
Krunal Pandya and Virat ensured their side 
passed gracefully with flying colours.
Virat and Krunal inspired Bengaluru to the top of 
the table by stitching up an impeccable 119-run 
stand to safely guide the Royal Challengers 
through the turbulent phase. Throughout the 
partnership, Virat heavily relied on stroke 
rotation and occasionally set his eyes on the 
boundary rope.
He returned to the dugout with 51(47) after 
trying to dispatch the ball with an inside-out shot 
but couldn't clear the boundary rope. 
Dushmantha Chameera's length delivery, well 
outside off, did the trick, with Mitchell Starc 
calmly completing the catch to end Virat's stay 
at the crease.
Chawla outlined the importance of Virat's knock 
even though it didn't meet the current T20 
standard and said on JioHotstar, "No matter 
how Virat has scored his 50 runs, what's 
important is getting those crucial two points in 
the points table. RCB wanted somebody to 
anchor the innings -- the score wasn't that big."
"Especially after losing three wickets, you need 
someone to anchor and not lose too many 
wickets from one end so the others can revolve 
around you. That's exactly what Virat has done. 
Those 51 runs were as crucial as those slog 
overs by Bhuvi. Virat calculates those 160-170 
chases so well and gives the team a great 
platform to chase," he added.

ew Delhi : Former Indian hockey star PR 
Sreejesh was honoured with the prestigious NPadma Bhushan award by President 

Droupadi Murmu for his outstanding contribution to 
the field of sports. The official X handle of President 
of India posted, "President Droupadi Murmu 
presents Padma Bhushan in the field of Sports to 
Shri Sreejesh P. R. He is a former Indian Hockey 
goalkeeper and the current Coach of the Junior 
Indian Hockey team. Sreejesh is widely known for 
the double Olympic Bronze medals and for being 
the only hockey goalkeeper in the world to win the 
prestigious FIH Goalkeeper of the Year thrice during 
his 22-year playing career."
The Padma Awards are among the highest civilian 
honours in India and are given in three categories: 
Padma Vibhushan, Padma Bhushan, and Padma 
Shri. These awards recognise exceptional 
achievements in various fields such as art, social 
work, public affairs, science and engineering, trade 
and industry, medicine, literature and education, 
sports, and civil service.
The Padma Vibhushan is awarded for exceptional 
and distinguished service, the Padma Bhushan for 
distinguished service of a high order, and the 
Padma Shri for distinguished service in any field. 
The awards are announced annually on the 
occasion of Republic Day.
For the year 2025, the President approved the 
conferment of 139 Padma Awards, including a duo 
case (where an award is counted as one).

IPL 2025: Chawla underscores importance
 of Virat's fifty; decodes reason behind 
RCB's away dominance
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AGENCY the task tougher.
NEW DELHI: Delhi Capitals Issues have cropped up 
would aim for an improved across departments for KKR.
batting effort in the middle Their batting lacks a set-
overs when they face a strug- tled look, with Quinton de 
gling Kolkata Knight Riders Kock and Rahmanullah 
in their Indian Premier Gurbaz being rotated in the 
League match here on opening slot alongside 
Tuesday. Narine, while the side has 
DC have suffered two defeats relied heavily on Rahane and 
in their last four matches, y o u n g s t e r  A n g k r i s h  
including a loss to Royal Raghuvanshi to score runs.
Challengers Bengaluru on The middle-order trio of 
Sunday, and will look to Venkatesh Iyer, Andre 
avoid any hiccups at the busi- Russell, Rinku Singh and 
ness end of the tournament. Ramandeep Singh has strug-

Abhishek Porel has bat- gled to make a significant 
ted with plenty of aggressive impact.
intent at the top of the order B o w l i n g  h a s  b e e n  
but veteran Faf fu Plessis will another area of concern, with their ranks, KKR could pose a led from the front with two crucial catch of Krunal 
quickly need to get used the KKR failing to break opening stiff challenge for the home. wickets but found little sup- Pandya on Sunday night.
slow nature of surface at stands, allowing teams to The Ajinkya Rahane led-side port from others. KKR, meanwhile, have 
Kotla after struggling in his post big totals — as seen in is slightly low on confidence Star pacer Mitchell managed just seven points so 
comeback game. the last game where PBKS after a tough outing against Starc, who went wicketless far and are placed seventh in 

KL Rahul has been DC's added 120 for the opening Punjab Kings in a rain-hit against RCB, will look to the standings, having failed 
leading run-getter this sea- wicket.match. exploit the weaknesses in his to collect any points from 
son but could not accelerate While KKR managed to A solid  innings is  former team, while Kuldeep their last three matches, 
against the spinners on pull things back at the death, expected from Karun Nair to Yadav, with his deceptive including two losses and a no-
Sunday night. He would back it will require a collective ensure Rahul isn’t left to googlies, remains a threat in result.
himself to take on the likes of effort from Chakaravarthy, shoulder the burden alone in the middle overs. Rahane will be desperate 
Sunil Narine and Varun Vaibhav Arora, and Harshit the middle-order. DC’s fielding has also left to arrest the slide and keep 
Chakaravarthy. . Rana to stem the flow of runs In the bowling depart- much to be desired against their playoff hopes alive, 

With quality spinners in against DC.ment, DC skipper Axar Patel RCB, with Porel dropping a with another defeat making 
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Ravichandran Ashwin conferred Padma 
Shri by President Droupadi Murmu

AGENCY team, known for his exceptional 
NEW DELHI: President Droupadi skills as an all-rounder.
Murmu presented the Padma Shri The Padma Shri is one of the 
award to Indian cricketer highest civilian honours in India, 
Ravichandran Ashwin for his awarded for distinguished service in 
outstanding contributions to the field various fields such as arts, 
of sports. The ceremony was held education, industry, literature, 
at the Rashtrapati Bhavan, where science, sports, medicine, social 
distinguished individuals from service, and public affairs. Ashwin's 
various fields were honoured for recognition with the Padma Shri 
their service to the nation. reflects his significant contributions 
The official X handle of the to Indian cricket and his continued 
President of India posted, impact on the sport.
"President Droupadi Murmu Ashwin has been one of the 
presents Padma Shri in the field of illustrious spinners in the world of 
Sports to Shri Ravichandran cricket. He announced his 
Ashwin. He is among the best retirement after the third Test of the 
Indian cricketers. He has been Border-Gavaskar Trophy in 
honoured with many awards and Australia. In 106 Tests for India, the 
recognitions including Arjuna award legendary all-rounder took 537 
and ICC Cricketer of the Year." wickets at an average of 24.00, with 
https://x.com/rashtrapatibhvn/status/ best figures of 7/59. He claimed 37 
1916858738981339239 five-wicket hauls and eight ten-
Ravichandran Ashwin is widely wicket match hauls in his Test 
regarded as one of India's finest career. He is the eighth-highest 
cricketers. Over the course of his wicket-taker in Tests overall and the 
career, he has established himself second-highest for India, behind 
as a key player for the Indian cricket Anil Kumble (619 wickets). 

DC eye improved middle-overs batting 
show against struggling KKR
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SUMER GARG Sports Control Board (AFSCB), the youth in India and the sub- nament in his presentation elab- runners-up Rs 2,00,000, Man of 
CHANDIGARH: The press will conclude on May 6, 2025. continent, and it's expected that orated that this year's edition the Match Rs 10,000 (each 
information bureau (defence The tournament aims to pro- the board's meticulous conduct features 12 elite teams, includ- match), and Player of the 
wing) Government of India mote hockey and sporting will revive the glorious tradi- ing 11 from India and one from Tournament Rs 25,000. The 
said, "The 6th edition of the excellence, reflecting Marshal tion of Indian hockey. Bangladesh, competing for the Opening Ceremony will be held 
Marshal of the Air Force Arjan Arjan Singh's legacy and the Throwing light on the his- coveted title on a league-cum- on April 29, 2025, with Air 
Singh Memorial Hockey Indian Air Force's commitment torical background of the tour- knockout basis. The participat- Marshal Vijay Kumar Garg, 
Tournament-2025 is scheduled to nurturing talented athletes, nament, He said that The ing teams include Chandigarh AOC-in-C, Maintenance 
to begin on April 29, 2025, at the who bring laurels to their Marshal of the Air Force Arjan XI, Tata Naval Hockey Command as the Chief Guest. 
Raghbir Singh Bhola Hockey nation. Singh Memorial Hockey Academy, Central Industrial The Closing Ceremony will 
Stadium, No 3 Base Repair During a press conference, Tournament was instituted in Security Force (CISF), Indian take place on May 6, 2025, with 
Depot (BRD), Airforce Station, which was organized here 2018 to honor the legendary Air Railways, Indian Army, Indian Air Chief Marshal AP Singh, 
Chandigarh. The tournament, today to brief the media about Force officer, Marshal Arjan Navy, Round Glass, Punjab & Chief of the Air Staff, presiding 
organized by the Air Force the tournament, where Air Singh, a passionate hockey Sind Bank, Rail Coach Factory over the event.

Marshal, S Sivakumar, player and inspirational leader Kapurthala, Central Board of 
Director General (Administra- who embodied leadership both Direct Taxes, Indian Air Force, 
tion), Air Headquarters, New in war and sports. and Bangladesh Air Force.
Delhi provided details about the On the occasion, Group The tournament offers 
matches. At the time of the press Captain Y S Panghal, organis- attractive prize money, with the 
conference, the trophy of the ing secretary of the hockey tour- winners receiving Rs 3,00,000, 
tournament was also unveiled, 
adding to the excitement of the 
upcoming matches. He further 
said that the Air Force Sports 
Control Board is making con-
certed efforts to promote the 
event, encouraging hockey at 
all levels to upgrade the tourna-
ment's stature in Indian hockey 
. The tournament has generated 
significant enthusiasm among 

Marshal Arjan Singh memorial hockey 
tournament-2025 to be organised from today


