
KIPG 2025: From Master's degree in
social work to running internet cafe; 
Dipak Sargar recalls journey
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ew Delhi : India's External Affairs 
Minister S Jaishankar on Thursday Nmet Indian cricket legend Anil Kumble 

and praised him as "both an inspiration and 
example for so many."
In a social media post on X, Jaishankar wrote, 
"Delighted to meet the cricketing legend
@anilkumble1074. He remains both an 
inspiration and example for so many."
No bowler won India more Test matches than 
Anil Kumble. Anil Kumble's illustrious career 
was marked by numerous milestones and 
records that cemented his status as one of 
India's greatest cricketers.
In 1999, Kumble achieved the incredible feat 
of taking all 10 wickets in an innings against 
Pakistan in Delhi. In December 2001, he 
became India's first spinner to claim 300 Test 
wickets on home turf in Bangalore.
A year later, Kumble repeated this feat in one-
dayers, becoming the first Indian bowler to 
take 300 wickets in ODIs. In August 2007, at 
The Oval, Kumble surpassed Glenn McGrath's 
563 wickets and achieved a personal 
milestone - a Test century that had eluded him 
for 17 years and 118 matches.

ew Delhi: Dipak Chandrakant Sargar, a 
para-table tennis player from Sangli district Nin Maharashtra, is an embodiment of 

resilience. Dipak suffers from Progressive Muscular 
Dystrophy, a severe neurological condition that 
progressively affects one's physical mobility. Despite 
the knowledge that he will be bedridden for life at 
any time, Dipak has chosen sports to live life to the 
fullest. Currently training under Gautam Kulkarni 
and Harish Pujari, Dipak is competing in the table 
tennis competition in the C1 category of the Khelo 
India Para Games 2025 here at the Indira Gandhi 
Indoor Stadium. Despite facing significant physical 
challenges, the transformative power of table tennis 
has not just provided him with an outlet but has 
become a source of joy and fulfilment. Through 
competitive sports, Dipak demonstrates 
extraordinary resilience, turning potential limitations 
into opportunities for personal growth and 
inspiration. From the age of six, Dipak Sargar began 
experiencing difficulties in mobility due to 
Progressive Muscular Dystrophy. Progressive 
Muscular Dystrophy becomes severe with time as 
muscles gradually weaken and shrink, making 
movement and other activities difficult. It is a group 
of genetic disorders with more than 30 types. His 
mother owns a flower shop in Sangli to support the 
family after his father's death. 

"Remains both an inspiration and 
example for so many": Jaishankar on 
meeting Anil Kumble
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C H E N N A I :  R o y a l  
Challengers Bengaluru’s 
hopes of exorcising a 17-year 
jinx hinge on their experi-
enced batting unit finding its 
range when they face famil-
iar foes Chennai Super Kings 
in their IPL match here on 
Friday.

The Royal Challengers 
have beaten the Super Kings 
only once at Chepauk — in 
the inaugural edition of the 
tournament in 2008. In the 
current RCB squad, only 
star batter Virat Kohli was 
part of that moment and 
now he will like to breach 
the CSK’s fortress for a sec-
ond time.

But  that ’s  easy to  
d r e a m .  A s  e v e r ,  t h e  
Chennai outfit is con- The triumvirate bowled charge. hearted support from Phil Super Kings will be eager 
structed to win their home 11 overs against Mumbai, Negating spin has not Salt, skipper Rajat Patidar, for their middle-order to find 
matches on a pitch that conceding an appreciable always been a strong point Liam Livingstone, Jitesh its groove as Shivam Dube, 
offers considerable help to 70 runs for five wickets. of Kohli’s batting but in the Sharma etc. Deepak Hooda and Sam 
spinners. The pitch is expected to last two years or so he has Looking at the Chepauk Curran faltered against MI in 

They have the ever- retain its character for this showed massive improve- pitch, RCB might even con- the last match.
familiar Ravindra Jadeja match as well, and the RCB ment in that department. sider bringing in Jacob They should lend more 
and have brought back ‘old batters, led by Kohli, will Central to that change is Bethell, possibly for Tim support to Rachin Ravindra 
boy’ Ravichandran Ashwin have to lift their game sev- his willingness to play more David, who also provide a a n d  c a p t a i n  R u t u r a j  
through last year’s players’ eral notches to outwit an sweep/slog sweeps against left-arm spin option. Gaikwad, while hoping for 
auction. experienced bowling unit. spinners, and Kohli will They will also keep an another strong cameo from 

The Chennai side has Outwit is the key word have to bring all those eye on the fitness of pacer MS Dhoni if it comes to that.
also added Afghanistan left- h e r e .  T h e  R o y a l  expertise to the table on a Bhuvneshwar Kumar, who The CSK will also closely 
arm wrist spinner Noor Challengers’ batting unit blockbuster Friday eve- missed the first match monitor the fitness of ace 
Ahmad too to the squad, should be clever more than ning. against KKR due to a niggle, pacer Matheesha Pathirana, 
and the troika did well downright aggressive to But then Kohli alone and if the veteran is fit then who missed the game against 
against fellow five-time score off CSK’s three- won’t able to tackle a com- he will come in for Rasikh Mumbai. Nathan Ellis may 
c h a m p i o n s  M u m b a i  pronged spin unit, and petent bowling machine, Salam. sit out if the Sri Lankan 
Indians a few days back. Kohli should lead that and he will require full- On the other hand, the regains his fitness in time.
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Zimbabwe will host South Africa
 and New Zealand for Test matches

 and T20 Internationals

AGENCY Then proceeding to the 
NEW DELHI: Zimbabwe will New Zealand Tests, also in 

welcome South Africa and New Bulawayo, from July 30 and 
Zealand for a two-Test series as August 7.
well as a T20I triangular series Zimbabwe Cricket 
from June 28 to August 11. managing director Givemore 
Zimbabwe will be competing in Makoni felt excited to host 
Test cricket against South Africa South Africa and New Zealand 
for the first time since for a major international home 
December 2017 and welcoming season, which they believe will 
them for the first time since be a great opportunity for their 
August 2014 and against New players to gain experience 
Zealand after August 2016, against top teams and boost the 
when New Zealand visited popularity of cricket in 
Zimbabwe. Zimbabwe.

As quoted by ESPNcricinfo, "This is the biggest 
Zimbabwe Cricket (ZC) international home season we 
managing director Givemore have had in years, and it is an 
Makoni called this T20I incredible opportunity for our 
triangular series and test series players to test themselves 
"the biggest international home against two of the world's 
season we have had in years". cricketing powerhouses, hosting 

The season begins with the South Africa and New Zealand 
Test series versus South Africa, for both Test cricket and an 
being played in Bulawayo, on exciting T20I tri-series is a 
June 28 and July 6. Next, the fantastic development for the 
T20I tri-series will take place. growth of the game in Zimbabwe." 
The teams compete against one Givemore Makoni said as quoted by 
another twice during the league ESPNcricinfo.  The last time 
phase, which spans from July Zimbabwe hosted a  T20I tri-nation 
14 to July 24, with the top two series was back in July 2018, which 
teams clashing in the final on included Australia and Pakistan, 
July 26. The entire series will and during that event, Pakistan 
be held in Harare. claimed victory. 

RCB look up to batters to 
end 17-year Chennai jinx
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Shane Watson mesmerised by "vintage" Quinton de Kock
AGENCY in the ongoing Indian wicket win. maximum to finish off the examine its shortcomings. 
NEW DELHI : Former Premier League (IPL) 2025. "It was definitely a com- game in style. W i t h  S a n j u  S a m s o n ' s  
Australia all-rounder Shane Watson was speaking to Jio fortable chase, and Quinton "That pull shot he played involvement limited to open-
Watson showered praise on Hotstar. de Kock was simply out- off Jofra Archer over mid- ing batter, Riyan Parag has 
"outstanding" Quinton de The Barsapara Cricket standing tonight. That was wicket--my goodness--it was been leading the Royals 
Kock as he turned back the Stadium hosted a special vintage Quinton de Kock-- a testament to the sublime from the front.
clock, put up a show for spec- chase masterclass from the kind of brilliance we've form he's in. This perfor- Under Parag's leader-
tators and lifted Kolkata Quinton de Kock, who sin- seen over the last 10 to 15 mance will give KKR tre- ship, Rajasthan has suffered 
Knight Riders to an 8-wicket glehandedly took the Knight years, whether in the IPL or mendous confidence, know- two defeats on the trot, sur-
win over Rajasthan Royals Riders past the finishing on the international stage. ing they have such explosive mounting their position at 

line and opened their win He executed his shots beau- firepower in their middle the bottom of the table. 
account. He played with the tifully," Watson said on order. It's a significant confi- According to Watson, the 
Royals' bowling unit, hand- JioHotstar. dence-boosting win for KKR reason behind Rajasthan's 
picked his favourite shots He began KKR's 152-run tonight," he added. defeat against the defending 
and executed them flaw- pursuit and struck the win- While KKR savoured the champions came down to 
lessly to exude dominance. ning runs off English tear- sweet taste of victory, the calibre and quality of 

After tearing the Royals away Jofra Archer by smok- Rajasthan was forced to spin attack.
apart, the experienced ing the ball with a pull shot 
southpaw stayed unbeaten over long-on for a towering on 97(61) as KKR experi- enced euphoria with an 8-

ew Delhi : After eight days of intense 
sporting action, the second edition of Nthe Khelo India Para Games came to a 

close on Thursday with Haryana once again 
finishing on top of the team standings with 34 
gold medals. Tamil Nadu (28 golds) and Uttar 
Pradesh (23 golds) finished second and third, 
respectively, in the overall standings.
Featuring close to 1,300 athletes, competing 
across six sporting disciplines at three venues 
in New Delhi - Jawaharlal Nehru Indoor 
Stadium, IG Indoor Stadium and Karni Singh 
Shooting Range - Khelo India Para Games 
2025 witnessed truly memorable moments, 
highlighting endurance, unyielding spirit, and 
the power of human will to overcome any 
challenges.

Haryana retain Khelo India Para 
Games team championship, Tamil Nadu 
runners-up, Uttar Pradesh third


