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STAFF REPORTER n
RAIPUR 

Mass yoga sessions
called ‘Yoga

Sangam-Harit Yoga’ will
be held across
Chhattisgarh on Saturday
to mark International
Yoga Day.

The sessions will be
held at all levels.
Ministers, MLAs, and
MPs will be chief guests at

the district-level events.   
Governor Ramen Deka

will be the chief guest at
the Mass Yoga event in
Raipur and Chief
Minister Vishnu Deo Sai
in Jashpur.

Deputy Chief Minister
Arun Sao will be the chief
guest in Mungeli, Home
Minister Vijay Sharma in
Kabirdham, and Speaker
Raman Singh in
Rajnandgaon.

Statewide ‘Yoga
Sangam-Harit Yoga’
programme today

STAFF REPORTER n
KABIRDHAM 

Chhattisgarh’s Kabirdham dis-
trict has created a world record

in water conservation efforts by
constructing a total of 1,02,098 soak
pits in 999 villages within 12 hours,
an official communique said on
Friday.

Asia Head of the Golden Book of
World Records Manoj Vishnoi pre-
sented the provisional world record
certificate to Kabirdham Collector
Gopal Verma.

This was done under the ‘Mor
Gaon-More Pani campaign.

It received massive public support
and resulted in this achievement.
Across the state, soak pits are being
constructed as part of a large-scale
awareness drive on water conserva-
tion. 

Collector Verma said that this
success is a reflection of the collec-
tive consciousness and dedication
of the people of the district. 

The district has made another
world record for a total of 1,17,504

people pledging to conserve water
and protect the environment.

Woman Maoist with Rs 8L
bounty killed in Kanker

STAFF REPORTER n
KANKER

Awoman Maoist, carrying a
reward of Rs 8 lakh boun-

ty on her head, was killed in a
gunfight with security person-
nel in Kanker district in
Chhattisgarh on Friday.

The gun battle ensued on a
forested hill between Amatola
and Kalpar villages in the
Chhotebethiya area when a
joint team of District Reserve
Guard (DRG) and Border
Security Force (BSF) was out
on an anti-Naxal operation,
Kanker Superintendent of
Police Indira Kalyan Elesela
said.

The operation was launched
based on inputs about the pres-
ence of the members of the
banned Maoist organisation
near the Kotri River.

After the skirmish ended, the
body of a woman Maoist iden-

tified as Shanti alias Deve,
along with a .303 rifle, a BGL
launcher, seven cartridges, a
walkie-talkie set, Maoist liter-
ature and other items, was
recovered from the encounter
site.

Shanti carried a reward of Rs
8 lakh on her head.

She was earlier active in the
Gobra Area Committee along
the Gariyaband region.

Later she became active in

North Bastar Division and was
associated with activities of
PLGA Company Number 5
and PLGA Company Number
7. 

Further details with regard to
the cadre profile and criminal
cases against her are to be
ascertained.

A search operation is being
carried out in the nearby jun-
gles to locate and apprehend
other Maoist cadres who might
have fled.

So far, 412 Maoists, includ-
ing that of CPI Maoist General
Secretary Basavaraju alias
Ganganna and CCM Gautam
alias Sudhakar, have been killed
in the last 18 months in Bastar
division.

ACB nabs two govt officers for accepting bribes
STAFF REPORTER n
RAIPUR 

The Anti-Corruption Bureau on Friday
arrested two government officers for

accepting bribes in Mungeli and Bastar dis-
tricts of Chhattisgarh.

It includes Ajay Kumar Temburne and
Krishna Kumar Gupta, ACB ASP
Chandresh Thakur said.

Temburne was posted as Executive
Engineer, Public Works Department
(Electrical/Mechanical), Jagdalpur circle in
Bastar district while Gupta was Junior
Engineer, Chhattisgarh State Power
Distribution Company Limited (CSPDCL)
in Lormi in Mungeli district.

Temburne sought Rs 2 lakh from the
complainant, who is a registered contrac-
tor there, for releasing his pending bills of
electrification works.

Gupta demanded Rs 15,000 from the
complainant for allegedly having illegal
power connection in the latter’s resi-
dence. The complainant had earlier

approached Gupta for getting a meter con-
nection. Later, Gupta decided to visit his
residence and there he sought money from
the complainant. On receiving the com-
plaints, the ACB sleuths laid traps and then

caught Temburne and Gupta red handed
while they were accepting bribe money.

The two were booked and arrested
under the Prevention of Corruption Act
1988.

STAFF REPORTER n
RAIPUR 

A36-year-old man suffer-
ing from subglottic

stenosis, a severely narrowed
airway condition, has received
a fresh lease on life after
undergoing tracheoplasty
with anterior tracheal wall
reconstruction.

An official communiqué
said on Friday that a joint
team from the ENT, Plastic
Surgery, and Radiodiagnosis
departments performed the
surgery at Dr. Bhimrao
Ambedkar Memorial
Hospital in Raipur.

The patient was treated for
an ascending colon perfora-
tion in September 2024.
About 15 days later, he began
experiencing difficulty
breathing, which led to a tra-
cheostomy.

Two months later, the tra-
cheostomy tube was removed

and the surgical opening was
closed. However, within 15
days, he again faced breathing
issues and restlessness. A
thorough diagnosis revealed
tracheal stenosis, after which
he was referred to Raipur.

The complex surgery was
performed in two stages.

A face and neck scan
revealed that the patient had
a 2.4 cm long narrowing of
the windpipe (tracheal nar-
rowing) and a 7 mm complete
stenosis (blockage) in his tra-

chea.
On December 24, 2024,

the tracheostomy was redone
and the airway was reestab-
lished.

The tracheoplasty with
anterior tracheal wall recon-
struction surgery was per-
formed on May 16, 2025, in
which the wall of the trachea
was reconstructed using nasal
septal cartilage.

The patient is on regular
follow-ups and is leading a
normal life.

Five Maoists involved in killing three civilians held
STAFF REPORTER n
BIJAPUR

Five Maoists, involved in killing three
civilians including two students, were

arrested in Bijapur district of Chhattisgarh
on Friday.

Ritesh Modiyam (25), Mitu Modiyam
(18), his mother Ayati (50), Mangali
Hapka (50) and Payki Modiyam (19), all
hailed from Peddakorma village, have been
taken into custody, Bijapur Superintendent
of Police Jitendra Kumar Yadav said.

They were involved in killing three civil-
ians including two students of Peddakorma
village a couple of days ago.

They killed the victims in a kangaroo
court (jan adalat).

Man suffering from a severely
narrowed airway gets renewed life

Kabirdham sets world record
in water conservation drive


