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STAFF REPORTER n
MOHLA

Two top dreaded Maoists, carrying a cumu-
lative bounty of Rs 1.16 Crore on their

heads, were killed in a gunfight with security
forces in Manpur-Mohla-Ambagarh Chowki
district, a senior police official said on
Thursday.

Vijay Reddy alias Suguluri Chinna alias
Naganna alias Shankar (60) and Lokesh
Salame alias Harsingh (37) were gunned
down in an encounter took place in a forest-
ed hills of Banda in the Madanwada area when
a team of security personnel was out on an anti-
Maoist operation on Wednesday,
Superintendent of Police Yashpal Singh said.

Shankar was active as the Dandakaranya
Special Zonal Committee Member (DKSZCM)
as the In-charge of the Rajnandgaon-Kanker
Border (RKB) division while Salame was the
Secretary, RKB division of the outlawed
Maoists outfit. Shankar carried a bounty of Rs
25 lakh each in Chhattisgarh and Maharashtra
and Rs 20 lakh each in Andhra Pradesh and
Telangana states of the nation.

Salame had a reward of Rs 10 lakh in
Chhattisgarh and Rs 16 lakh in Maharashtra
respectively. A total of 20 warrants were

pending against Shankar and 10 warrants
against Salame. An INSAS rifle, a .303 rifle,
walkie-talkie, cordex wire, medicines, clothes
and other items were recovered from the
encounter spot. The Chhattisgarh Police,

District Reserve Guard (DRG), and the 27th
Battalion of the Indo-Tibetan Border Police
(ITBP) were involved in the operation launched
on Wednesday based on the inputs about the
presence of Maoists in the area.

Two top Maoists gunned down

Our Tricolour is a symbol of our
forefathers’ sacrifices: C’garh CM
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“Our Tricolour is the living symbol of
the years of struggles and sacrifices

of our forefathers. We will always uphold
its honour, never forget our immortal mar-
tyrs, and together build a developed,
prosperous, and strong Chhattisgarh,”
said Chief Minister Vishnu Deo Sai while
addressing a gathering at the Independence
Run organised at Marine Drive in the state
capital on Thursday.

Sai ran alongside thousands of youth
and paid floral tributes to the statues of

Bharat Mata and Amar Balidani Rani
Durgavati.

The Chief Minister said the Tricolour
embodies the aspirations of crores of
Indians and carries the indelible spirit of
our valour, peace, and prosperity. Bowing
to the sacred flag, he recalled that under
the call of Prime Minister Narendra Modi
in recent years, the entire country has
turned into a sea of Tricolours during
Independence Day celebrations.

“Over the past few days, we have been
marking this auspicious occasion with
great enthusiasm in various ways. The
Tiranga Yatras and the resolve to hoist the

national flag in every household have con-
nected this day to each and every citizen,”
he said, adding that this Tiranga Yatra is
not just an event, but a living symbol of
our unity, integrity, and national pride.

Independence Day, he said, is a
reminder that freedom is a priceless gift
earned through countless sacrifices.

“Lakhs and crores of patriots laid down
their lives to secure this liberty for us,” he
added.

The Chief Mnister grew nostalgic as
he recalled his school days when “Prabhat
Pheris” (morning processions) were held
on Independence Day, with patriotic
songs echoing through every village. “The
pride I felt back then is the same pride I
carry in my heart today,” he said.

Sai stressed that it is now everyone’s
responsibility to take the state and coun-
try to new heights of development.

“We have prepared the Vision
Document for a developed Chhattisgarh
by 2047, and our government is working
in alignment with it. This is our collective
resolve,” he said, extending advance greet-
ings to everyone present for Independence
Run.

Sports and Youth Welfare Minister
Tankram Verma too addressed the event.

The event was attended by MLAs
Purandar Mishra, Motilal Sahu, Guru
Khushwant Saheb, and Anuj Sharma;
Zila Panchayat President Naveen Agrawal
and Sports and Youth Welfare Department
Secretary Yashwant Kumar.

Judeo was devoted guardian of
Chhattisgarh’s identity: CM
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Chhattisgarh Chief Minister
Vishnu Deo Sai on Thursday

said that late Dilip Singh Judeo was
not only a staunch nationalist but also
a devoted guardian of Chhattisgarh’s
identity and cultural heritage.

Sai made the remarks while pay-
ing floral tribute to the former Union
Minister of State Judeo on his death
anniversary at the Chief Minister’s
Residence Office here, an official
statement said.

Judeo dedicated his entire life to
religion, culture, and social service.
Under his leadership, the ‘Ghar Wapsi’
campaign emerged as a historic social
movement, reconnecting thousands of
people with their original Sanatan tra-
dition, the Chief Minister added.

Sai further said, “Judeo was a
strong protector of water, forests,
land, and tribal identity. He continu-
ously fought to restore pride and
recognition to tribal communities in
forest regions. His efforts expanded

the spirit of nationalism and cultur-
al consciousness in society, enabling
the tribal community to connect
more firmly with its roots.”

Sai added that Judeo’s unwavering

commitment to nationalist values, his
firm resolve, fearless nature, and
charismatic leadership continue to
serve as a source of inspiration for all
of us even today.

25 police personnel from
C’garh to be feted on I-Day
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As many as 25 police personnel from
Chhattisgarh will be honoured with

Gallantry Medals (GM), President’s
Medals for Distinguished Service (PSM),
and Medals for Meritorious Service
(MSM), on the occasion of the
Independence Day.

The Ministry of Home Affairs made
the announcement on Thursday, an offi-
cial statement said.

Of the 25 police personnel, one offi-
cial has been named for PSM for distin-
guished service followed by 10 MSM and
14 GM respectively.

Himanshu Gupta, Director General,
Jail and Correctional Services, Raipur, has
been named PSM for long-standing and
distinguished service of the highest
order.

He is known for his leadership, pro-
fessional integrity, and sustained contri-
butions to policing and public safety in
the state.

IPS off icer and then Sukma
Superintendent of Police Sunil Sharma;
Sub-Inspector Sandeep Kumar Madile
and constables Madkam Pandu, Madkam
Hadma, Madkam Deva, Barse Hunga,
Roshan Gupta, among others have been
named for Gallantary Medals. Also,
three personnel – Late Ramuram Nag
(Assistant Sub-Inspector), Late Kunjam

Joga (Constable), and Late Vanjam Bhima
(Constable) – have been honoured
posthumously for making the ultimate
sacrifice in the line of duty.

These honours highlight the high-
risk operations and resilience of the state
police in Naxal-affected regions.

Inspector General of Police, Criminal
Investigation Department, Nava Raipur
Dhruw Gupta, Surajpur SSP Prashant
Kumar Thakur, Commandant Shweta
Rajmani, Koriya SP Ravi Kumar Kurre,
Inspector (CID) Kaushilya Bhatt,

Assistant Inspector General Rohit Kumar
Jha, Inspector Kamlesh Kumar Mishra,
Platoon Commander Dal Singh Namdev,
Company Commander Dileep Kumar
Sinha and Assistant Sub-Inspector Sushil
Kumar Barua are among named for
MSM.

Their work spans operational excel-
lence, administrative efficiency, and
community policing initiatives.

Chhattisgarh Home Minister Vijay
Sharma greeted all these police person-
nel on this occasion.

AI-assisted colonoscopies may raise
deskilling risk among doctors: The Lancet

AGENCIES n

Amid increasing adoption of
Artificial Intelligence (AI) in

medicine, a new study published in
The Lancet Gastroenterology and
Hepatology journal, showed that
doctors regularly performing AI-
assisted colonoscopies may lose their
ability to detect precancerous growths
(adenomas) in the colon without AI
assistance. 

Colonoscopy, typically performed
by an endoscopist, enables the detection
and removal of adenomas, leading to
the prevention of bowel cancer.

Numerous trials have shown that
the use of AI to assist colonoscopies
increases the detection of adenomas,
generating much enthusiasm for the
technology.

However, there is a lack of research
into how continuous use of AI affects

endoscopist skills, with suggestions
that it could be either positive, by train-
ing clinicians, or negative, leading to a
reduction in skills.

“To our knowledge, this is the first
study to suggest a negative impact of
regular AI use on healthcare profession-
als' ability to complete a patient-relevant
task in medicine of any kind. Our
results are concerning, given that the
adoption of AI in medicine is rapidly
spreading,” said Dr Marcin Romanczyk,
Academy of Silesia from Poland.

The study took place at four
colonoscopy centres in Poland between
September 2021 and March 2022.

A total of 1,443 colonoscopies were
conducted without AI; 795 before the
introduction of regular AI use and 648
after AI implementation. The colono-
scopies were performed by 19 experi-
enced endoscopists who had conduct-

ed over 2,000 colonoscopies each.
The average rate of adenoma detec-

tion at non-AI-assisted colonoscopies
significantly decreased from 28.4 per
cent (226/795) before AI exposure to
22.4 per cent (145/648) after AI expo-
sure, corresponding to a 20 per cent rel-
ative and 6 per cent absolute reduction
in adenoma detection rate.

In the AI-assisted colonoscopies,
there was a 25.3 per cent (186/734) ade-
noma detection rate.

The team also acknowledged some
limitations, including that the observa-
tional nature of the study means that
factors other than the implementation
of AI use may have influenced the find-
ings.

Romanczyk called for more research
into the impact of AI on health profes-
sionals’ skills across different medical
fields.

Czech Republic reports sharp rise in hepatitis-A cases
AGENCIES nn

The Czech Republic has reported its
highest number of hepatitis-A

cases in the past 15 years, according to
the National Institute of Public Health
(SZU). 

From January to the end of July this
year, 1,053 cases were recorded, com-
pared with only 168 in the same peri-
od last year. The number eventually rose
to 636 cases for the whole of 2024.

This year, the highest numbers of
cases have been reported in Prague
(370), the Central Bohemian Region
(181), and the Moravian-Silesian Region
(113).

Hepatitis A is a viral liver disease
spreading mainly through contaminat-
ed water, food, or direct contact with an
infected person.

The infection, also known as infec-

tious jaundice, is affecting not only chil-
dren but also teenagers, young adults,
and people with high-risk behaviours -
- particularly drug users and the home-
less. It is most commonly transmitted
due to poor hygiene conditions and
close contact in groups, according to the
SZU.

The European Centre for Disease
Prevention and Control (ECDC) has
also warned of an increase in the trans-
mission of the infection in Central
Europe, with similar developments
observed in Slovakia, Austria, and
Hungary.

Commenting on the ECDC assess-
ment, SZU Director Barbora Mackova
said in June that the situation in the
Czech Republic is not dramatic, but it
should not be underestimated.

"It is necessary to adhere to consis-
tent hand hygiene, regional hygiene sta-

tions are implementing targeted anti-
epidemic measures, especially in areas
with a higher risk of infection, such as
excluded localities, communities of
homeless people or drug addicts," she
said. Currently, targeted vaccinations are
being carried out for homeless people
and other high-risk groups, including
those who have contact with infected
individuals. Experts also recommend
vaccination for wider population groups,
Xinhua news agency reported.

Hepatitis A is a liver infection
caused by the hepatitis A virus. It's usu-
ally a short-term illness, but in rare
cases, it can lead to liver failure and
death, particularly in older adults or
those with pre-existing health condi-
tions. The virus is primarily spread
through contaminated food or water, or
through close contact with an infected
person.


