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Dharwad: Two persons died on the spot after a lorry ran over their motorcycle on the Hubballi–Dharwad bypass 
road on Sunday evening. The deceased have been identified as Kishan Khanwale (32) and Kiran Katavkar, both 
residents of Goulli Galli in Dharwad. Police said the duo were heading towards Dharwad when a lorry coming from 
behind hit their bike, leading to the fatal accident. The lorry driver has been arrested.

E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E  
@  M a d i k e r i

THE Forest department has in-
tensified its investigation into 
the illegal felling and transpor-
tation of  teak trees from the 
Kajur Reserve Forest. 
  This area falls under the Hu-
dugur section of  the Yadavanad 
range in the taluk. 
  During the probe, officials re-
covered and seized teak logs 
cut from the Kajur forest. These 
logs were concealed in the for-
ested areas near the Harangi 
backwaters.

Serious suspicion has 
emerged regarding the involve-
ment of  certain forest person-
nel in the large-scale destruc-
tion of  teak trees in the reserve 
forest. Notably, a member of  

the Rapid Response Team 
(RRT), who is believed to be a 
key witness and possible par-
ticipant, is absconding.

On December 13, Forest offi-
cials acted on specific informa-
tion. They conducted a raid 
while seven teak trees were be-
ing cut illegally in the Kajur 
Reserve Forest. 

They arrested one accused 
on the spot. The remaining five 
suspects managed to flee. A 
case was first registered against 
six individuals. As the investi-
gation progressed, the number 
of  accused rose to eight. It was 
then revealed that an RRT staff  
member is also among the 
accused.

During the operation, one of  
the accused was taken into cus-
tody. Subsequently, most of  

them were granted bail by the
court. However, the department 
has taken some of  them back 
into custody for further 
interrogation.

Two individuals identified as 
the prime accused have been 
subjected to intensive question-
ing, leading to the seizure of  16 
teak logs hidden near the Ha-
rangi backwaters. With this, 
the total number of  teak logs 
seized has risen to 59.

Following the exposure of  
the teak theft case, an RRT 
staffer who had been working 
in the Kajur forest area for the 
past nine years has gone 
missing. 

After the case came to light, 
he had appeared for question-
ing at the office of  Assistant 
Conservator of  Forests (ACF) 

Gopal. As there was initially no 
direct suspicion against him, 
officials asked him to wait out-
side while other staff  members 
were being questioned. 

Taking advantage of  this, he 
reportedly left the premises 
and has since been untraceable. 
His disappearance has further 
strengthened suspicions re-
garding his involvement in the 
crime, prompting forest offi-
cials to lay a trap to apprehend 
him.

As per the directions of  
Kodagu CCF Sonal Vrishni, 
who visited the crime scene, 
the investigation is being con-
ducted by Vigilance Assistant 
Conservator of  Forests Ga-
nashree. The final investiga-
tion report is yet to be 
submitted.

E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E  
@  B e n g a l u r u

SOUTH Western Railway’s 
Mysuru Division has achieved 
complete electrification of  the 
challenging Sakleshpur-Subra-
manya Road Ghat section, fol-
lowing the successful electric 
locomotive trial conducted on 
Sunday. The milestone marks a 
significant boost to rail in-
frastructure and sus-
tainability in the 
region.

The electrified ghat 
section covers a 55-km 
stretch and is consid-
ered one of  the most 
technically demanding 
routes in Indian Railways. 
Characterised by a steep 1-in-50 
gradient, the section includes 
57 tunnels, 258 bridges and 108 
sharp curves, and is highly 
prone to landslides. These fac-
tors made execution of  electri-
fication work particularly com-
plex. The electrification project 
commenced on December 1, 
2023, and was completed at a 
cost of  Rs 93.55 crore. As part 
of  the works, five switching sta-
tions were constructed and 
overhead electrification was 
carried out across the entire 
section. The overhead equip-
ment has been designed for a 
maximum speed of  120 kmph, 

with the span between traction 
poles restricted to 67.5 metres 
to ensure operational safety 
and reliability.

Special engineering meas-
ures were adopted inside the 57 
tunnels, where 419 main brack-
ets and an equal number of  
spare brackets were installed. 
Detailed geological studies of  
both lined and unlined tunnel 

sections were conducted by 
the National Institute of  

Rock Mechanics and 
Bangalore University. 
Pull-out tests were car-
ried out at every bracket 

location to ensure proper 
anchoring and long-term 

stability. Given gradients ex-
tending up to 830 metres, spe-
cialised equipment and robust 
designs were deployed to main-
tain overhead system tension. 
Execution was further chal-
lenged by heavy monsoons, fre-
quent landslides, soil erosion 
and rockfall, requiring rail-
based transportation of  mate-
rials to remote locations. Strict 
operational and safety restric-
tions imposed by the Commis-
sioner of  Railway Safety added 
to the complexity. With electri-
fication now complete, the ghat 
section is ready for electric 
traction, enabling cleaner, en-
ergy-efficient and cost-effective 
train operations. 

RRT staff suspected in Kajur teak smuggling  
Forest officials recovered and seized teak logs cut from Kajur forest near Harangi backwaters

Seven teak trees were cut illegally from 
the Kajur Reserve Forest |  EXPRESS

FOUNDATION DAY CELEBRATION
Former minister Kimmane Rathnakar, Congress leaders and others during the 140th Foundation Day of Congress, in Mysuru on Sunday

LOCOMOTIVE TRIAL CONDUCTED

S’akleshpur-S’bramanya 
Road rail track electrified

E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E  @  K G F

THE state government should 
grant compensation to a family 
that suffered heavy losses after 
an electrical short circuit dam-
aged a mining residential 
house in KGF, said former MLA 
Y Sampangi on Sunday. 
  Speaking to reporters after 
visiting South Tank Block, 
House No. 58, along with BJP 
leader Pandiyan and city unit 
president Suresh, Sampangi 
said he had extended financial 
support to the affected family. 
Vijaya and his brother Shiva 
were residing in the BGML 
quarters. 
  Following the recent death of  
their father, they had gone to a 
relative’s house, during which 
time an electrical short circuit 
gutted their residence, destroy-
ing electronic items and clothes 
and causing substantial 
losses. 

Sampangi said that despite 

the Tahsildar and the City Mu-
nicipal Commissioner visiting 
the spot after the incident, no 
concrete action has been taken 
so far. He added that Pandiyan 
had also taken up the matter 
with various departments, in-
cluding the defunct BGML au-
thorities, but without any 
result.

Appealing to the district ad-
ministration, Sampangi urged 
officials to consider the case on 
humanitarian grounds and 
sanction a substantial compen-
sation amount to help the fam-
ily repair the house and meet 
future living expenses. 

Pandiyan termed the inci-
dent unfortunate, noting that 
the family was already facing 
financial hardship following
the death of  its elder member 
and is currently staying with 
relatives. 

He said immediate compen-
sation would provide much-
needed relief.

Former MLA Y Sampangi visits the damaged house along with Pandiyan and Veni

Compensation sought for family 
hit by electrical short circuit  

E X P R E S S  R E A D
Trade fair will serve as a strong 
platform for both large enterprises 
and MSMEs: Pavan Guru Ranga
Mysuru: The Mysuru Chapter organised the 
curtain-raiser of the RMB International Trade Fair 
2026, scheduled to be held from May 8 to 10. The 
programme was held at Atmosphere in 
Rajarajeshwari Nagar on Sunday and witnessed 
the participation of over 140 RMB members, 
along with representatives from various business 
and Rotary organisations. The curtain-raiser was 
inaugurated by Pavan Guru Ranga, managing 
director and CEO of Rangsons Aerospace Private 
Limited. Ranga lauded RMB Mysuru for announcing 
an international trade fair even before Mysuru got 
an international airport, describing it as a visionary 
and bold initiative. He said the move reflects 
Mysuru’s readiness to engage with global markets 
and international business leaders. He noted that 
the trade fair would serve as a strong platform for 
both large enterprises and MSMEs, helping 
strengthen the local economy while providing 
global exposure to Mysuru-based businesses. 
Ranga also said such initiatives align with Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi’s vision of ‘Viksit Bharat’. 
RTN Nagesh M L, president of RMB Mysuru, said 
the trade fair would position Mysuru as an 
emerging international business destination 
while showcasing the city’s rich culture. ENS

THE WAY TO GET STARTED IS TO QUIT TALKING 
AND BEGIN DOING ❯ WALT DISNEY


