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Administrative lapse in Belagavi 
as PDO fails to relinquish charge
S U N I L  P A T I L  @ Belagavi

A shocking action from Keda-
nur GP Development Officer 
from Belagavi taluk has once 
again exposed how orders is-
sued by top officials of  the Zilla 
Panchayat have seemingly lost 
their authority at the grass-
roots level. 

The blatant disregard for a 
written transfer and charge-
handover order issued by the 
Zilla Panchayat Chief  Execu-
tive Officer has raised serious 
questions about administrative 
discipline, accountability, and 
respect for hierarchy within 
the Panchayat Raj system. Ac-
cording to the official order is-
sued by the Rahul Shinde, 
Chief  Executive Officer, Zilla 
Panchayat, Belagavi, on No-
vember 5, 2025, several Pancha-

yat Development Officers and a 
Grade-1 Secretary were trans-
ferred in public and adminis-
trative interest, with the order 
clearly stating that it would 
come into force with immedi-
ate effect. 

Under this order, Leela Metri, 
Panchayat Development Offic-
er (PDO) of  Kedanur Gram 
Panchayat, was transferred to 
Marihal Gram Panchayat, 
while Irshad Vadgaonkar, 
Grade-1 Secretary from Basta-
wad Gram Panchayat, was 
posted to Kedanur Gram Pan-
chayat with additional charge 
as Panchayat Development Of-
ficer.  However, despite the 
lapse of  several weeks since the 
issuance of  the transfer order, 
Leela Metri allegedly failed to 
hand over charge to Irshad 
Vadgaonkar, despite he ap-

proached the Panchayat office 
to take charge. Sources allege 
that she not only delayed the 
process but also behaved rude-
ly when asked to comply with 
the orders, showing open reluc-
tance to obey the directions of  
higher authorities. 

This defiance continued even 
though the transfer order was 
issued by the highest adminis-
trative authority of  the Zilla 
Panchayat. 

When the matter was brought 
to the attention of  Yashwant 
Kumar, Executive Officer of  
Belagavi Taluk Panchayat, he 
reportedly attempted to justify 
the delay by stating that oral 
instructions had been given to 
allow Leela Metri to continue 
until the winter legislative ses-
sion held in Belagavi was 
concluded. 

However, he failed to explain 
how oral directions could over-
ride a written and officially 
communicated order of  the Zil-
la Panchayat Chief  Executive 
Officer, or why such a pro-
longed delay was tolerated. 

The incident has sparked 
widespread concern among lo-
cal residents and public repre-
sentatives, who fear that such 
open defiance reflects a deeper 
administrative malaise. 

The episode clearly suggests 
that Zilla Panchayat orders are 
no longer treated as binding at 
the Panchayat level, allowing 
irregularities to continue un-
checked. There are growing de-
mands for a thorough inquiry 
and strict disciplinary action to 
restore the authority of  higher 
officials and ensure transpar-
ency and accountability.

M A L L I K A R J U N  H I R E M A T H 
@ Dharwad

A video footage of  a girl ques-
tioning Union Minister Pral-
had Joshi is getting viral on 
social media. In the clip posted 
on X, the girl claims that the 
minister has not spent any 
amount from the money allo-
cated to him under the Mem-
bers of  Parliament Local Area 
Development Scheme (MP-
LADS). In a video, she claims 
that she was checking the web-
site of  MPLADS fund and found 
that the funds allotted to Dhar-
wad constituency was Rs 9.8 
crore, and from that only Rs 
1.11 crore was spent. She also 
says that out of  101 works allot-
ted,  only  11  have been 
completed. 

Speaking in a sarcastic tone, 
she urges the Union minister to 
look around his constituency 
and develop the roads, saying 
that the people in the twin city 
are suffering because of  the 
dusty roads and uncompleted 
works. The video has gone vi-
ral. A few groups of  people are 
claiming that the girl’s courage 
is commendable and that she 
has come out with facts. “She 
had shown the facts in the vid-
eo and posted it on the govern-
ment website. The leaders 
should not take the post nega-
tively. It is just a demand by a 
voter and it is the responsibili-
ty of  the leader to take it up,” 
they said.

“We have seen people’s posts 
about requirements in their 
constituencies. The post by this 

girl has made a lot of  changes 
among the general public. It is 
good to see the youths coming 
forward with such sugges-
tions,” they added.

A BJP leader said the girl has 
done good research and there is 
nothing wrong in asking for the 
details.

Responding to the video, Un-
ion minister Pralhad Joshi said 
what was shown in the video 
was incomplete. He said the 
funds meant for the past year 
were spent fully and this year, 
works with estimated cost of  
around Rs 2.5 crore have been 
taken up. Without using up the 
funds for the past year, the 
amount for this year will not be 
released. Soon, all details will 
be available on the public do-
main, he said.

Dharwad girl slams Joshi for 
‘neglecting’ constituency

MPLADS SCHEME

Dharwad district tops state in effective
implementation of schemes: Revanna 
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E  @ Dharwad

GUARANTEE schemes should 
reach even the most marginal-
ised person in the society. The 
funds under the schemes are 
being directly delivered to 98 
percent of  the beneficiaries. 
Dharwad district is ranked first 
in the entire state in the imple-
mentation of  the schemes, said 
Karnataka State Guarantee 
Scheme Implementation Au-
thority chairman H.M. Revan-
na. After inaugurating a dis-
trict-level guarantee workshop 
and guarantee festival on the 
implementation of  the five 
guarantee schemes of  the Con-
gress government in the state, 
organised in collaboration with 
the district administration, the 
Zilla Panchayat and the District 
Implementation Authority of  
Guarantee Schemes, at the Sri 
Annajirao Shiroor Auditorium 
on KCD College premises on 
Monday, he said about one lakh 
crore people are directly bene-
fitting from the guarantees.

As many as 638 crore women 
have travelled in buses free of  
cost under the Shakti scheme. 

The Shakti scheme has received 
awards and certificates from or-
ganisations like the London 
Book of  World Records, Golden 
Book of  World Records and In-
ternational Book of  Records. 

The Gruha Lakshmi, Gruha 
Jyoti and Yuva Nidhi schemes 
are also being implemented ef-
fectively, he said. Labour and 
District In-charge Minister San-
tosh Lad said that ̀  60,000 crore 
is being spent annually on the 
five guarantee schemes and `3 

lakh crore will be spent in five 
years. Money under Gruha Lak-
shmi scheme is being given to 
women to respect their work.

Dharwad District Guarantee 
Scheme Implementation Au-
thority chairman S.R. Patil said 
employment opportunities are 
being provided in Hubballi-
Dharwad twin city. Rice is be-
ing distributed under the Anna 
Bhagya scheme with ̀ 358 crore 
having been spent on this 
scheme.

Akka Pade vehicle launched to 
protect women in Dharwad dist
Dharwad: TO facilitate immediate response for the protection of 
women in every district, the state government has launched the Akka 
Pade (Sister Squad) vehicles. The team comprises women police 
officers and women home guards operating through the vehicle, said 
District In-charge Minister Santosh Lad. After flagging off an Akka Pade 
vehicle on Monday, the minister said that the Women and Child 
Development Department is behind the Akka Pade initiative. The 
mission of Akka Pade is to provide timely assistance and protection to 
women and children facing violence or any other trouble. Trained Akka 
Pade teams patrol sensitive areas and conduct awareness campaigns 
in schools. Women and adolescent girls facing issues like harassment, 
domestic violence, trafficking, child marriage, child labour, begging, or 
drug abuse, will be rescued. The team at the district level works in close 
coordination with the local police from 7 am to 8 pm in two shifts — 7 
am to 2 pm and 2 pm to 8 pm. The team members are deployed at 
schools, colleges, girls’ and women’s hostels, bus and railway stations, 
local markets, tourist spots, holy places and other sensitive areas, he 
added.

Minister Santosh Lad flags off an Akka Pade vehicle in Dharwad |  EXPRESS

People take part in the Guarantee Scheme Festival held in Dharwad on Monday |  EXPRESS

E X P R E S S  R E A D

Sea of devotees witness car festival at Gavi Mutt
Koppal: An estimated 10 lakh devotees gathered to witness 
the annual chariot festival of Gavi Siddeshwara Mutt in 
Koppal on Monday. People from both rural and urban parts of 
Karnataka visited the mutt in Koppal to witness the historic 
chariot fair. This annual fair is also known as the “Kumbh of 
South India” the number of devotees that arrive here.  The 
chariot festival was inaugurated by Governor of Meghalaya C 
H Vijayashankar. Union Minister V Somanna, Koppal Gavi 
Mutt seer Abhinav Gavisiddeshwar Swami, District In-charge 
Minister Shivraj Tangadgi, MPs Jagadish Shettar, Basavaraj 
Bommai and others were present. Many villagers have been 
coming to the mutt with loads of kadak jowar rotis, wheat 
packets, toor dal packets, rice bags and vegetables in tractors 
and mini goods vehicles for the last two months.  Sindhanur 
Vijay and friends made 10 lakh Mysuru Pak this year. 
Hundreds of stalls put up on the mutt premises have been 
receiving a good number of footfalls over the past week and 
many stall owners have expressed happiness. A big stage was 
erected on the mutt premises and lakhs of devotees watched 
the programmes sitting on the hillock and other places. 

The Central Government has undertaken railway 
projects worth Rs 12,900 crore for the 
development of the Kalyana Karnataka region

V Somanna, 
Union 
Minister

KEEP YOUR EYES ON THE 
STARS, AND YOUR FEET 
ON THE GROUND ❯ 
THEODORE ROOSEVELTCHURCHILL


