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‘Six months on, 
yet no relief for 
UKP displaced’
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@ Belagavi 

EVEN as Chief  Minister Sid-
daramaiah attempts to pacify 
unhappy Congress legislators, 
Excise Minister R. B. Tim-
mapur has voiced dissatisfac-
tion over the government’s 
persistent negligence in im-
plementing works related to 
the Upper Krishna Project 
(UKP).

During a visit to Mudhol 
near Bagalkot, Timmapur met 
with a delegation of  families 
displaced by the UKP work, 
who highlighted their ongoing 
hardships. Expressing con-
cern, the minister described 
the government’s inaction de-
spite the passage of  six months 
since promises were made, as 
unjust and unacceptable.

Acknowledging the validity 
of  their grievances, Timmapur 
assured the delegation that he 
would raise the issue directly 
with the Chief  Minister. He re-
affirmed his unwavering sup-
port for the displaced and com-
mitted to standing by them 
until  their demands are 
addressed.

It is worth noting that the 
displaced families had staged 
an overnight protest in Decem-
ber last year, which they later 
withdrew based on the govern-
ment’s assurance that their 
concerns would be resolved 
within six months. The minis-
ter expressed disappointment 
that no substantial progress 
had been made since then.

Awareness rally on 
‘Drug Abuse & Illicit 
Trafficking’ held
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E  @ Belagavi 

JITO Belgaum, in association with the Food Safe-
t y  &  D r u g  A d m i n i s t r a t i o n  ( F DA ) , 
Belagavi,organised a rally to raise awareness for 
the International Day Against Drug Abuse and 
Illicit Trafficking on Thursday.

Globally, numerous awareness programmes 
are conducted on this significant day to combat 
drug abuse. In alignment with this international 
effort, a rally was also organised in Belagavi city. 
Over 1000 students, public and other participants 
actively took part in the event that was held at 
Rani Channamma Circle in Belagavi. 

JITO Belgaum Chairman, Harshavardhan In-
chal welcomed the attendees, and Belagavi city 
police commissioner Bhushan Borase, who was 
the chief  guest flagged off  the event from Rani 
Channamma Circle. He also took part in the rally 
until its conclusion at the KLE Centenary Con-
vention Centre and addressed the gathering with 
a few inspiring words.

Deputy Drug Controller Nagaraj, Assistant 
Drug Controllers K Mallikarjun, Raghuram N., 
Manohar, and Drug Inspector Renuprasad, and 
Dayanand from the FDA, Belagavi. Event Con-
venor Dr Devagouda Imagoudanavar, along with 
many other JITO Belgaum members, were at-
tended. The rally was supported by the Belgaum 
District Retailer and Wholesale Pharma Associa-
tion, and various educational institutions. 

Students take out a rally to create awareness in Belagavi 

A PICTURESQUE VIEW
The Gokak falls in Belagavi was in its full  splendour on Wednesday with incessant rain lashing the region for the past many days |  EXPRESS

3, INCLUDING MANAGER, HELD  
FOR STEALING 58 KG OF GOLD 
The accused confessed they planned to rob the V’pura bank after watching movies

E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E  @ Vijayapura

THREE people have been arrested in 
connection with the theft of  58 kg of  
gold jewellery worth Rs 53 crore from 
a branch of  Canara Bank at Managuli 
in Vijayapura district in May. Around 
10.5 kg of  melted gold has been recov-
ered from them. 

The prime accused has been identi-
fied as Vijaykumar Miryal, 41, who 
was the senior manager of  the branch, 
and the other accused as Chandrashek-
har Neralla, 38, a realtor and casino 
owner, and Sunil Moka, 40, Neralla’s 
associate. They have been remanded 
in judicial custody. 

Disclosing this to reporters here on 
Thursday, superintendent of  police 
Laxman Nimbargi said, “The accused, 
who stole gold jewellery from the bank, 
were inspired by some Hollywood and 
Bollywood films. They planned the 
theft meticulously after watching sev-

eral films on bank robbery.” 
Nimbargi said the accused began 

preparing for the theft in February. As 
part of  their plan, they conducted a 
recce of  the branch and got duplicate 
keys of  the lockers prepared.

“Miryal handed over the keys to the 
lockers to other accused to make du-

plicate ones,” he said. Meanwhile, 
Miryal got transferred to another 
branch of  the bank on May 9. The ac-
cused waited till Miryal handed over 
charge to the other officer so that his 
role in the case would not be 
suspected.

“Finally, the accused entered the 
bank on the night of  May 24 as it was 
a holiday on account of  Second Satur-
day. They opened the lockers with the 
duplicate keys and took away jewel-
lery and other valuables. They went to 
the bank on motorcycles. But to avoid

being detected, they loaded their 
motorcycles into a truck along with 
the loot and left the bank,” he said.

Nimbargi said during investiga-
tions, the police found lemons, vermil-
ion and other items used to perform 
black magic from the bank premises. 
This was done to mislead the investi-
gating officers. The vehicles used by 
the accused have been seized. 

SP Laxman Nimbargi and other police officers 
with 10.5 kg gold recovered from the accused, in 
Vijayapura on Thursday  |  EXPRESS

Leaking roofs at government 
offices covered with plastic sheets

E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E  @ 
Belagavi

CONTINUOUS heavy rain in 
Belagavi city has damaged the 
sub-registrar and marriage reg-
istrar offices and the office of  
the district CEN police station. 
As a temporary measure, the 
roofs have been covered with 
plastic sheets to prevent water 
leakage and further damage to 
the century-old building.

The relentless downpour 
over the past couple of  days 
caused the roof  of  the govern-
ment building to cave-in, allow-
ing water to seep inside and 
disrupt its functioning. Author-
ities are struggling to control 
the damage, and the roof  has 
been covered with plastic 
sheets for the time being. 

Water continues to leak from 
the lower parts of  the building, 
making it difficult for govern-
ment staff  to work, particularly 

those in property and marriage 
registration services, and 
record-keeping, sources said.

The district station of  Cyber 
Crime, Economics and Narcot-
ics (CEN), which is housed on 
the other side, is also facing the 
same problem. This is not the 
only building which is leaking 
and in dilapidated condition, the 
old building where the Belagavi 
city police commissioner once 
housed and one that is presently 
given to the intelligence depart-
ment of  police, is also in a poor 
condition. The tiled roof  has a 
plastic sheet over it to prevent 
leakage. The tahsildar’s office of  
Belagavi, operating in the old 
corporation building in Ris-
aldar Galli, is also in a dilapi-
dated state due to water leak-
age. The staff  were forced to 
work in these offices, despite 
the poor infrastructure.  

Sub-registrar, marriage registrar offices in old building covered with plastic sheets

FARMERS CLEAR SILT BLOCKAGE 
UNDER BELLARY NALLAH BRIDGE, 
RESTORE WATER FLOW
Belagavi: Farmers from Vadgaon took matters 
into their own hands by clearing silt and debris 
under the Bellary Nallah bridge on Dhamane 
Road which was obstructing the natural flow of 
water, in Belagavi on Thursday. This timely 
intervention helped in the smooth drain water 
flow as the floodwater had inundated 
agricultural fields in Vadgaon and Yellur areas 
earlier. Persistent rainfall over the past four days 
had caused the Bellary Nallah to overflow, 
submerging nearby farmlands and damaging 
crops. The accumulation of silt, plastic waste, 
and leaves under the bridge had severely blocked 
the drain’s flow, further worsening the 
waterlogging. In the absence of administrative 
action, local farmers entered the scene. With 
support from farmer leader Ramakant 
Konduskar, who provided a JCB machine at his 
own expense, the farmers removed the waste 
from beneath the bridge. This effort has 
successfully restored the flow of the nallah, 
allowing the stagnant water in the agricultural 
fields to begin draining. ENS

RAIN TROUBLE

Conmanfrom Kolhapur arrested, gold worth Rs 7L recovered 
Belagavi: Police have arrested a conman, Dastgir Gulab Shaikh (38), at Harugeri on Wednesday. He is from Kolhapur. The accused 
confessed to deceiving and robbing women of gold jewellery by luring them with false promises of bank deposits. Gold ornaments 
worth Rs 7 lakh were recovered from him. The investigation began after a complaint was lodged on June 1 by a Rukmavva Krishnappa 
Kamble. In the complaint, Rukmavva stated that Dastgir approached her claiming that Rs 40,000 was deposited at a bank in 
Alagwadi in her name. He offered to take her there. On the way, Dastgir tricked the woman into removing her necklace by claiming that 
the bank had CCTV cameras and that staff would not release the money, if they saw her wearing jewellery. He then asked her to hand 
over the jewellery to him, so that he could snap a picture without it, and told to return it later. Once she handed it to him, he fled. ENS

Mangaluru: A case of unnatural death has been registered after a former bank employee died by 
suicide at his earlier workplace. The incident occured at Canara Bank at Rambhavan Complex in 
Navabharath Circle in Mangaluru. M Giridhar (61), a resident of Alake, Mangaluru, a retired attender 
of Canara Bank, having served for about 40 years, was suffering from cancer for the past 3 years. 
On Wednesday around 5.45 pm, he left home stating he was going to repair his scooter. 


