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JOHANNESBURG

Prime Minister
Narendra Modi on
Sunday called for a
global compact to

prevent misuse of artificial
intelligence and made a
strong pitch for critical tech-
nologies to be human-cen-
tric, instead of finance-cen-
tric.

Addressing the third ses-
sion of the G20 summit here,
Modi also said technology ap-
plications should be 'global'
rather than 'national', and
based on 'open source' rather
than 'exclusive models'.

PM Modi said that this vi-
sion has been integrated into
India's technology ecosystem,
and the same has resulted in
significant benefits, be it in
space applications, AI or dig-
ital payments, where it is a
world leader.

He was addressing the third
session of the G20 Summit on
the topic "A Fair and a Just
Future for All - Critical Min-
erals; Decent Work; Artificial
Intelligence.

We must all ensure that AI
is used for global good and its
misuse is prevented. To do
this, we must create a global
compact on AI based on cer-
tain core principles, including
effective human oversight,
safety-by-design, transparency,
and strict restrictions on the
use of AI in deepfakes, crime,
and terror activities, Modi
said.

The Prime Minister said
AI systems that impact human
life, security, or public trust
must be responsible and au-
ditable.

And most importantly, AI
should enhance human capa-
bilities, but the ultimate re-
sponsibility for decision-mak-
ing always remains with hu-
mans, he added.

Modi said in this age of AI,

the approach must rapidly
shift from 'Jobs of Today' to
'Capabilities of Tomorrow'.

Unlocking talent mobility
is essential for rapid innova-
tion. We made progress on
this topic at the Delhi G20. We
hope that in the next few years,
the G20 will develop a global
framework for talent mobility,
PM Modi said.

The Prime Minister out-
lined India's approach based
on equitable access, pop-
ulation-level skilling, and re-
sponsible deployment.

He said that under the
India-AI Mission, accessible
high-performance computing
capacity is being built with
the objective of ensuring that
AI benefits reach everyone in
the country.

The Prime Minister said
that India will be hosting the
AI Impact Summit in Feb-
ruary 2026 with the theme
'Sarvajanam Hitaya, Sarvaja-
nam Sukhaya' [Welfare for all,
Happiness for all], and invited
all G20 countries to join this
effort. PTI

JOHANNESBURG

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on Sunday said the re-
form of the UN Security
Council was no longer an op-
tion, but a necessity and as-
serted that the India-Brazil-
South Africa troika should
send a clear message for
changes to institutions of
global governance.

Addressing the India-Bra-
zil-South Africa (IBSA)
leaders summit here, Modi
said that at a time when the
world appears fragmented
and divided, IBSA can pro-
vide a message of unity, co-
operation, and humanity.

He also proposed institu-
tionalising the IBSA NSA-
level meeting to strengthen
security cooperation among
the three countries.

“In the fight against ter-
rorism, we must move for-
ward in close coordination.
There is no place for any dou-
ble standards on such a se-
rious issue,” Modi said at the
meeting attended by South

African President Cyril Ra-
maphosa and Brazilian Pres-
ident Luiz Inacio Lula da
Silva. PTI

PM calls for global compact on AI
to prevent misuse at G20 Summit
Technology applications should be global rather than national, says Modi

Prime Minister Narendra Modi during the Session III A Fair and a Just
Future for All- Critical Minerals; Decent Work; Artificial Intelligence,
of the G20 Leaders Summit in Johannesburg, South Africa. Other
leaders are also present. PTI

‘UNSC reforms no
longer an option,
but a necessity’
PM Modi speaks
at IBSA meet

Prime Minister Narendra Modi with South African President Cyril
Ramaphosa and Brazilian President Luiz Inacio Lula da Silva during
IBSA Leaders' meeting. PTI

n Highlighting technology's
crucial role in ensuring
human-centric development,
PM also proposed
establishing an 'IBSA Digital
Innovation Alliance' to
facilitate the sharing of
Digital Public Infrastructure
like UPI, health platforms like
CoWIN, cybersecurity
frameworks andwomen-led
tech initiatives among the
three countries.

n Appreciating IBSA Fund's
work in supporting projects
across 40 countries in
sectors like education,
health, women
empowerment and solar
energy, he proposed IBSA
Fund for Climate Resilient
Agriculture to further
advance cooperation.

n Modi called IBSAmeeting as
timely as it coincidedwith
the first G20 Summit on
African soil andmarked the
culmination of four
consecutive G20
presidencies by Global South
countries.

Johannesburg: It is
unfortunate that the US did
not participate in the G20 in
Johannesburg this weekend
because important matters
relating to world trade were
discussed, South Africa's
Minister of Trade, Industry and
Competition Parks Tau said on
Sunday. Tau, asked whether
the US would lose out by not
attending and reduce its
influence on global trade, said
this needed to be judged in the
context of what the outcomes
of the G20 have been. “It's
been an important discussion
around global trade, issues
around the World Trade
Organisation, discussion
around industrialisation,
financing for development,
around debt. All those issues
are important for the entire
world and it is quite
unfortunate that their voice
was not coming across at
these meetings,” Tau said in a
media briefing. The minister
said discussions with the US

around trade
would
continue. “G20
is a separate
process. Of
course, I can't
pretend that it
does not reflect

on the issues that have been
discussed, but so far it hasn't in
any way been negative,” he
said. Tau said the decisions
taken at the Johannesburg
Summit would be tracked
through what countries would
be doing after the US takes
over the Presidency next
month. “We track progress on
the number of agreements
that we have with various
countries on the basis of the
principles set out here, the
impact on the multilateral
system and the positions that
will be presented in the UN for
resolution at different
multilateral platforms,” Tau
said. He added that there will
also be tracking of discussion
at the WTO. PTI

Johannesburg: “You should
have told us that it (hosting the
G20 summit) is such a difficult
task, maybe we would have run
away,” South African President
Cyril Ramaphosa jokingly told
Prime Minister Narendra Modi
during their bilateral talks on
Sunday. South Africa is hosting
the first G20 Summit being held
in Africa. In his opening remarks
at the India-South Africa
delegation-level talks, President
Ramaphosa thanked India for
its support in hosting the G20
leaders' summit. “Thank you for
the support that India has given
to South Africa in hosting
G20...You should have told us
that it is such a difficult task,
maybe we would have run

away,” Ramaphosa said with a
laugh. Modi and those present
in the room also laughed at his
remarks. Ramaphosa said that
his country has learnt a lot from
India about hosting the G20.
“We have learned a lot from
your hosting of the G20 … and
yours was spectacular... building
… ours is really small,”
Ramaphosa said. To which PM
Modi quickly replied, “Small is
always beautiful.” India hosted
the 18th G20 at the spectacular
Bharat Mandapam in
September 2023. Bharat
Mandapamwas unveiled ahead
of the summit. The African
Union became a member of the
G20 during India's presidency
in 2023. PTI

You should have told us it is such a difficult
task: SA Prez to PMModi on hosting G20

‘Unfortunate that US did not participate’ PMModi meets IMF
chief Georgieva
Johannesburg: Prime Minister
Narendra Modi met
International Monetary Fund
(IMF) Managing Director
Kristalina Georgieva on the
sidelines of the G20 Summit in
Johannesburg on Sunday.
"Interacted with Ms. Kristalina
Georgieva, Managing Director
of the International Monetary
Fund, on the sidelines of the
Johannesburg G20 Summit,"
PM Modi posted on X. Earlier in
the day, the Prime Minister
addressed the third session of
the G20 Summit on "A Fair and
a Just Future for All - Critical
Minerals; Decent Work;
Artificial Intelligence.” PMModi
called for a fundamental
change in the way critical
technologies are promoted. He
noted that such technology
applications must be ‘human-
centric' rather than 'finance-
centric', 'global' rather than
'national', and based on 'open
source' rather than 'exclusive
models'. PTI

Experts have urged the Bangladesh government to
take immediate action after an earthquake claimed

at least 10 lives in the country, warning that a far
stronger tremor may lie ahead and that failure to act
now could result in greater losses. A 5.7-magnitude
earthquake struck on Friday morning, causing at least
10 deaths and significant damage to buildings, mostly
in central parts of Bangladesh, including the capital
Dhaka. Three mild-intensity tremors also rocked the
country on Saturday. According to a report published
in The Daily Star newspaper on Sunday, Friday's quake
"lays bare Dhaka's fragility". PTI
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British Indian spy honoured
with new postage stamp

FRANCE

Lawyers protest against
Constitutional Amendment

Stronger quake may hit
Bangladesh, warn experts

BANGLADESH

PAKISTAN

Noor Inayat Khan, a descendent of the 18th-century
Mysore ruler Tipu Sultan, has become the only

Indian-origin woman to be honoured with a commem-
orative postage stamp by France for her role in the
French Resistance as an undercover British agent dur-
ing the Second World War. The French postal service,
La Poste, honoured Noor with a stamp issued to honour
the “Figures of the Resistance” who fought against
Nazi Germany. She is among a dozen war heroes and
heroines chosen on the set of stamps issued this month
to mark 80 years since the end of World War II. “I am
delighted that France has honoured Noor Inayat Khan
with a postage stamp, especially as it comes on this
important 80th anniversary of the end of the war,” said
Shrabani Basu, the London-based author of Noor's
biography – ‘Spy Princess: The Life of Noor Inayat
Khan'.

refugees
deported from
Iran, Pakistan
More than
11,000 Afghan
refugees were
forcibly
deported from
Iran and
Pakistan in a
single day,
according to a
Taliban official's
statement on
Sunday, local
media reported.
Taliban deputy
spokesperson
Hamdullah
Fitrat shared
the report from
the High
Commission for
Addressing
Migrants’ Issues
on X.

11,000

Weaponcache
seizedin
Afghanistan
A significant
weapons cache
was uncovered
in Afghanistan's
Uruzgan
province, with
three
individuals
arrested in
connection to
the discovery,
local authorities
confirmed on
Sunday.

Dhakaemerge
hubforterror
andextremist
groups:Report
Bangladesh's
rapid drift
towards
Islamisation is
evident with
Dhaka
emerging as a
hub for a range
of terrorist and
extremist
groups like
Jamaat-e-
Islami,
Ansarullah
Bangla,
Jamaat-ul-
Mujahideen
Bangladesh,
Harkat-ul-
Jihad-al-Islami
Bangladesh.

Protests against the 27th Constitutional Amendment
continued in Pakistan, with many lawyers in

Karachi entering the premises of the Sindh High Court
(SHC), local media reported on Sunday. This was in defi-
ance of directives issued by the SHC registrar, which
prohibited the use of the court's premises for protests
and rallies. The protesting lawyers held the protest at
an open space on the premises of the SHC. While
addressing the gathering, the lawyers' leadership
slammed the implementation of the amendment and
pledged to continue their protests for the independence
of the judiciary and rule of law, an agency reported.

Death toll from
Vietnam flooding
climbs to 90
HANOI

The death toll from flooding
and landslides in Vietnam's
central region rose to 90 as
of Sunday, a media reported.

Twelve people remained
missing, local daily Thanh
Nien reported, citing the Viet-
nam Disaster and Dyke Man-
agement Authority.

Torrential rains and flood-
ing have damaged 1,154 hous-
es and more than 80,800 hec-
tares of rice and other crops
in the region, reports Xinhua
news agency, quoting the
local media.

Vietnamese Prime Minis-
ter Pham Minh Chinh has
called for stepping up re-
sponse measures to severe
flooding and natural disasters
in the central provinces.

India offers ‘strong support’ to Brazil for COP30 Summit

BELEM (BRAZIL)

India on Sunday expressed 'strong
support' to Brazil for the inclusive
leadership of the COP30 Presidency
and welcomed several decisions

adopted at the just concluded climate
summit. Though New Delhi ex-
pressed satisfaction with many deci-
sions, it did not specifically call the
COP30 a success in devising a policy
aimed at preventing climate change
issues.

In an official release, India ex-
pressed its gratitude for the "High-
level Statement" at the Closing Ple-

nary of the United Nations Frame-
work Convention on Climate
Change (UNFCCC) COP30 here on
Saturday. The UN climate talks in
Brazil ended with a pledge of more
funding for countries to adapt to
the wrath of extreme weather. But
it did not include a roadmap for
phasing out fossil fuels. The Indian
delegation at the climate summit

was headed by Environment, Forest
and Climate Change Minister Bhu-
pender Yadav. The statement con-
veyed India's gratitude to the lead-
ership of COP President Andre Cor-
rea do Lago, which it said was rooted
in inclusion, balance, integrity and
the Brazilian spirit of 'Mutirao',
meaning collective effort in the in-
digenous Tupi language of Brazil.

Says satisfied with many
outcomes from summit

n A key element of India's address was the emphasis on
long-standing obligations of developed countries to
provide climate finance.

n The statement expressed appreciation for the efforts the
Presidency took in supporting India in beginning the
journey towards a long-overdue focus on Article 9.1 of
the Paris Agreement.

n It stated that India sincerely hopes in the spirit of
international cooperation that promises made 33 years
ago in Rio would now be fulfilled due to the first steps
parties have taken in Belem.

n "India expressed satisfaction with major outcomes of
COP30, foremost among them the establishment of the
Just Transition Mechanism," the statement said, calling it
a significant milestone and expressed hope that it would
help operationalise equity and climate justice at both
global and national levels.

n"India thanked the Presidency for delivering the space to
discuss Unilateral Trade-Restrictive Climate Measures.
These measures are increasingly affecting all developing
countries and are violative of the principles of equity and
CBDR-RC, enshrined in the convention and its Paris
Agreement," it added.

nNew Delhi stressed that these issues cannot continue to
be brushed under the carpet. The parties have made a
beginning here to reverse this trend, it said.

nReiterating India's principled approach to climate action,
the statement called for ensuring that the burden of
Climate Change Mitigation is not shifted onto those who
have the least responsibility in causing the problem.


