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BEED

In a major crackdown,
the Anti-Human
Trafficking Unit
(AHTU) led by assistant

police inspector Varsha
Vhagde raided a high-profile
prostitution racket operating
from a residential apartment
in the India Bank Colony on
Jalna Road on Saturday. One
woman and one agent were
arrested, while a woman
from West Bengal who was
being forced into prostitu-
tion was rescued.

Acting on a tip-off, the

AHTU team laid a trap using
a dummy customer and con-
ducted a raid at Flat No. 02,
Ram Ansh Apartment in India
Bank Colony. During the raid,

a woman from
Murshidabad,
Kolkata, West
Bengal, was
found being
forced into sex
work.

Accused
arrested

Shakuntala
Raut (40), res-
ident of Ram
Ansh Apart-

ment (referred to as the
“madam”)

Mahesh Chandane (33), res-
ident of Gaya Nagar, Beed
(agent)

Another woman, Mumtaz
Nasir Shaikh of Gevrai, has
also been named in the case
for supplying women but has
not been arrested yet.

Investigations revealed that
the accused operated the
racket from a rented apart-
ment. Mahesh Chandane
transported the victims to
Shakuntala Raut’s flat using
his auto-rickshaw (MH-23-AR-
0509), while Mumtaz Shaikh
supplied the women.

A case has been registered
at the Shivajinagar Police Sta-
tion. Both Shakuntala Raut
and Mahesh Chandane have
been arrested.

Repeat offenders

It has come to light that
both Raut and Chandane are
repeat offenders. In 2021 and
2022, similar cases had been
registered against them at the
Shivajinagar Police Station.
The raid was conducted under
the guidance of superinten-
dent of police Navneet Kan-
wat, additional SP Sachin
Pandkar, and efforts by police
inspector Devidas Ghat,
AHTU in-charge API Varsha
Vhagde, ASI Sanjay Suravase,
constables Ashok Shinde, Pra-
deep Yewale, and women con-
stables Anita Mane and Ma-
nisha Kharmate.

High-profile sex racket busted
West Bengalwoman rescued, two apprehended, one under probe
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PARBHANI

Tension prevailed in Pathri
on Saturday afternoon after
the enraged relatives of a de-
ceased woman staged a pro-
test at the local police station,
demanding the immediate ar-
rest of the driver involved in
a fatal hit-and-run case. The
deceased has been identified
as Shantabai Baburao Jadhav
(55), a resident of Hadgaon
village in Pathri tehsil.

According to reports, on
May 13, she was severely in-
jured after being hit by an
unidentified vehicle whose
driver fled the scene. Shan-
tabai was initially admitted
to the District Civil Hospital
and later shifted to the
Nanded Civil Hospital due to
the severity of her injuries.
She succumbed to her in-
juries on May 30 while un-
dergoing treatment.

Following her death, her

grieving family brought her
body to the Pathri police sta-
tion on Saturday, alleging po-
lice inaction in tracing and
arresting the driver. They
staged an agitation, refusing
to perform the last rites until
the police took concrete ac-
tion.

The protest led to a two-
hour standoff in front of the
police station. The family
members demanded the im-
mediate arrest of the driver
and the seizure of the vehicle
involved. The situation was
defused only after Pathri po-
lice officials provided a
written assurance that the
accused would be appre-
hended within eight days.
Subsequently, the family per-
formed Shantabai’s last rites.

The Pathri police have
launched an investigation and
are working to trace the un-
identified vehicle and its driv-
er.

Woman accident victim’s
kin refuse to cremate body

Latur: In a significant judg-
ment aimed at deterring
crimes against women, the
Latur District and Sessions
Court on Friday sentenced
two men to six months of im-
prisonment and imposed a
fine of Rs 5,000 each, for stalk-
ing and sexually harassing
two school-going girls.

According to the police,
the incident dates back to
2022, when two minor girls
from the Murud area in the
Latur district regularly faced
harassment while on their
way to school and tuition
classes. The accused, Ashok
Shivaji Adsule (31) and Balu
alias Vijay Bhagwat Lohar
(34), both residents of Bor-
gaon Kale in Latur tehsil,
persistently followed and
harassed the girls, leading to
a complaint being filed at the
Murud police station.

Under the guidance of sen-
ior officials, sub-divisional
police officer Sunil Gosavi
and assistant police inspector
Ashok Ujgare led a meticu-
lous investigation. They gath-

ered substantial evidence and
filed a charge sheet in the
court under Section 354(D)
of the Indian Penal Code,
which pertains to stalking.
After careful deliberation, the
court found both accused
guilty and awarded them the
sentence. The successful pros-
ecution was the result of co-
ordinated efforts by investi-
gating officers and support
staff, including PSI Rohan
Patil from the court trial mon-
itoring cell, court liaison of-
ficer Imran Shaikh, and
woman police constable Pre-
mala Sagar.

2 get six months in jail
for stalking schoolgirls
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Truck overturns on Chandrapur-Nanded Rd
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NANDED

In a major accident, a cement con-
tainer truck (AP-39-Y-0366), operated
by KTC Company, overturned on
the Bhokar-Himayatnagar stretch
of the Chandrapur-Nanded National
Highway in the early hours of Sat-
urday.

According to the sources, the
truck lost control while attempting
to give way to a speeding vehicle
and plunged nearly 100 feet before
toppling over. The incident took
place around 4 am.

Social worker rescues
trapped driver

Social worker Vamanrao Patil,
who was passing through the area
at the time, noticed the crash and
rushed to the scene. Patil rescued
the driver trapped inside the heavily
damaged cabin. The driver mirac-
ulously escaped with minor injuries.

The accident has once again
highlighted the serious safety issues
plaguing the newly-constructed
highway. Despite improved connec-
tivity, the stretch remains hazardous
due to the lack of basic safety in-
frastructure such as speed breakers
and lane dividers at key junctions.

Residents and local activists are
renewing calls for immediate action
from the National Highway Au-
thority, urging the installation of
essential safety measures to prevent
further tragedies.

“Drive cautiously and never as-
sume the other vehicle will make
the right move,” Patil advised, re-
flecting on the dangers faced by
commuters daily.

Public demands urgent
safety measures on
route such as
speed-breakers

The ill-fated cement container truck that overturned on the Bhokar-
Himayatnagar stretch of the Chandrapur-Nanded National Highway in the early
hours of Saturday.

Boy drowns in Godavari river
Jalna: A 20-year-old youth
drowned in the Godavari River
near Domalgaon in Ambad
tehsil on Saturday while swim-
ming with a friend. The de-
ceased has been identified as
Dnyaneshwar Kharad, a res-
ident of Domalgaon.

According to sources, Kharad had gone to
the river with a friend for a swim. He entered
the water but failed to return, prompting
panic among locals. Fishermen from nearby
areas rushed to the spot and began a search
operation. After nearly two hours of effort,
Kharad’s body was recovered from the river.

Preliminary investigation suggests that

Kharad may have gotten stuck in underwater
mud and was unable to free himself, leading
to the tragic drowning. The Ambad police
have sent the body for postmortem. Further
investigation is underway.

Basavaraj Patil is Latur
rural BJP president
Latur: The Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) on

Saturday announced key dis-
trict-level appointments
ahead of the upcoming local
body elections, aiming to
strengthen its grassroots or-
ganisation. Former MLA Ba-
savaraj Patil Murumkar has
been appointed BJP district
president for Latur Rural,

while Ajit Patil Kavhekar will head the BJP
Latur City unit. Basavaraj Patil, a former
Congress leader who recently joined BJP
before the Lok Sabha elections, is expected to
bolster the party’s rural presence in Latur.
For the post, he was selected over contenders
such as former ZP vice-president Rahul Kendre,
Sanjay Devre, and Ramchandra Tiruke. Ajit
Patil Kavhekar, former BJP City Youth Wing
president, has been active in urban politics.
Despite demanding the Assembly ticket from
Latur Urban, the party had fielded Dr Archana
Patil Chakurkar against Congress MLA Amit
Deshmukh, causing discontent among his
supporters. There were speculations about
his possible shift to Shiv Sena (Shinde), but
his appointment signals reconciliation. Other
appointments were made in Parbhani Rural,
Chhatrapati Sambhajinagar City, Nanded
North, Nanded South, Beed, and various Mum-
bai districts. These changes are part of BJP’s
strategic push to energise the cadre and im-
prove local coordination ahead of the polls.

BJP appoints Suresh Bhumare
as Parbhani rural president
Parbhani: The Bharatiya Ja-

nata Party
(BJP) ap-
pointed Su-
resh Bhu-
mare, a
loyal activ-
ist and
s t r o n g
leader, as

its Parbhani rural district
president on Saturday. He is
known as a loyal supporter
of district guardian minister
Meghana Bordikar. Political
analysts said that BJP’s grip
might become stronger
among rural people and the
politics of Parbhani district.

Chief minister Devendra

Fadnavis’ visit earlier this
week to Parbhani and his
strong belief in the minister
of state for health and family
welfare and guardian minis-
ter Meghana Bordikar paved
the way for Bhumare’s polit-
ical career in rural politics.
Earlier, Bhumare had worked
as BJP Yuva Morcha state
vice-president. He was pre-
viously associated with the
Nationalist Congress party.
He got various opportunities
in the BJP to exhibit his or-
ganisational skills and got
name and fame in a short
span. He belongs to the Dhan-
gar community. He represent-
ed the OBC Bachao Andolan.


