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Officials face action as UP BJP seeks apology from Cong over
govt addresses complaints Pitroda ‘felt at home’ in Pak remark
by workers of BJP, allies

MAULSHREE SETH
LUCKNOW, SEPTEMBER 19

THE UTTAR Pradesh govern-
‘ment has started taking note of
growing complaints by leaders
of the ruling BJP and its allies
against state officials, especially
the “high-handedness” of police,
with prompt action taken where
the complaints were found to
have abasis.

‘This follows murmurs within
the BJP thatofficials call the shots
in the Yogi Adityanath-led gov-
ernment, sidelining elected rep-
resentatives, and that the party
may pay a price for this in the
2027 Assembly elections.

Last week, the state govern-

'UP CM Yogi Adityanath
speaks after paying homage
to former Jana Sangh leader
Deendayal Upadhyay in
Mathura on Friday. pr1

action against all the guilty.

were protesting on the roadside,
and not causing any disruption
to traffic, police removed them
and snatched party flags.

Among BJP allies, the
Suheldev Bharatiya Samaj Party
(SBSP) held a protest outside
the Bansdih Police Station in
Balliain March, and gave an ul-
timatum to the BJP government
after policemen allegedly beat
up SBSP workers following a
complaint made locally against
them. Sources said two police
personnel were suspended af-
ter an inquiry by senior officers
into the incident.

SBSP chief spokesperson
Arun Rajbhar, the son of party
chief Om Prakash Rajbhar, told
The Indian Express: “Pehle action

ment ordered a Special ]nJuly, Minister of State for nahm hom tha. l,ekm idhar beech
Investigation Team probe and  ChildD and Women in, sangyan

Slice pe ona ‘mein aane pe, chahe koi bhi kar
includinga Station House Officer, protest outside a police station  raha ho, ek ke baad ek karyawahi
inGhazipurdistrictof EasternUP  in Akbarpur area of Kanpur  ho rahi hai (There used to be no

after a 32-year-old BJP worker
died following an altercation
outside a police station on
September 9. The government
intervened after BJP leaders from
the district met the Chief
Minister in Lucknow.

Days before the Ghazipurin-
cident, the ABVP held a
statewide protest for over a
‘week, alleging “brutal” lath-
icharge onits volunteers and stu-
dents in Barabanki by police,
while they were protesting
againstalleged anomaliesin the
functioning of Shri Ram
Swaroop Memorial University.
The RSS student wing released
videos and of the

Dehat, demanding removal of
the Station House Officer (SHO).
She alleged that the SHO was
misbehaving with party work-
ers and lodging false cases
against them, and that
“Brahmin” workers were being
specifically targeted.

“We will not end our protest
till the SHO is removed. He mis-
behaves with workers, lodges
false cases, loses his temper. Is
this an SP (Samajwadi Party)
government?... (No) It is a BJP
government and the govern-
mentof Yogiji,” she said. Sources
said that while the police out-
postin-charge was removed im-
mediately, the hasalso

lathicharge as well as of its vol-
unteers and students admitted
in hospital with severe injuries.

Following the ABVP protests,
the Circle Officer of the area con-
cerned was removed immedi-
ately, four more police person-
nel were suspended later, and a
probe ordered. When the ABVP
still didn’t call off its protests,
Adityanath called its leaders for
ameeting, and assured them of

been transferred now.

In a more recent case, an-
other minister, Dinesh Pratap
Singh, who holds the
Horticulture portfolio, alleged
police of misconduct while BJP
‘workers were protesting against
Congress leader Rahul Gandhi
during his recent visit to Amethi.

Singh wrote a letter to state
BJP chief Bhupendra Chaudhary
saying that while he and others

action earlier. But, in the recent
past, whenever an incident has
happened and has come to at-
tention, whoever may be in-
volved, action has been taken in
each one of them).”

Arunclaimsadozen suchin-
cidents of police “misbehaviour”
with SBSP workers in the past
one year, and says that after in-
quiries by senior officials, action
has been taken in all. In January,
ApnaDal(S)leader Ashish Patel,
a state minister and husband of
Union minister Anupriya Patel,
claimed publicly ata party event
that he was being “threatened”
by the UP Police Special Task
Force. Speaking at the event,
Patel said that instead of shoot-
inghimin the leg(as happensin
many STF encounters), police
should “shoot me in the chest”,
and declared that he and his par-
tymen were not afraid.

BJP leaders ac|
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THE BJP demanded an apology
from Congress leaders Rahul
Gandhi and Sonia Gandhi on
Friday over the party's overseas
department chief Sam Pitroda's
“feltathome"in Pakistan remarks,
branding those as “anti-national”.

This came after Pitroda,
pitching for a

provement in India’s relation-

said that he wants to fight
against the Indian State.... The
Gandhi-Vadra family's heart
lives in terrorist Pakistan,”
Bhandari told a press conference
at the BJP headquarters here.
"The Gandhi-Vadra family
should apologise to the brave
soldiers of the country for
Pitroda’s statement,” he said.
‘There was noimmediate re-

Pltrodawas pltchmgforan action from the Congress or

im- inindia'sties  Pitroda to the BJP's charge.
with its neighbours. File Bhandari said Pitroda's com-
report- ment itclearthat there

in Pakistan. No wonder UPA took
no tough action against Pak even
after 26/11.

"Pakistan's favourite,
Congress's chosen!" Bhandari
saidina postonX.

Latching on to Pitroda's re-

EC delists 474
registered
unrecognised
parties over
poll no-show
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‘marks, another BJP sp
son, Shehzad Poonawalla al-
leged that the "Congress had
undying love for Pakistan”.
"They even spoke to Hafiz
Saeed via Yasin Malik. They give
(gave) clean chitto Pakon 2611,

hip with
edly said he "felt at home" in
Pakistan during his visit to the
country sometime in the past.
BJP spokesperson Pradeep
Bhandari termed Pitroda's com-
ment an "insult” to Indian sol-
diersand the people of the coun-
try,and alleged that the Congress

leader had "glorified" Pakistan at
the behest of Rahul Gandhi.
"Itis not Sam Pitroda's state-
ment. It is the policy and intent
of Rahul Gandhi, Sonia Gandhi
and the Gandhi-Vadra family.
Earlier, Rahul Gandhi had also

AMIT SHAH IN BIHAR

Union Home Minister Amit Shah at a meeting with party workers at Shahabad-Magadh region in Bihar on Thursday. AN

is no place for "patriotism in the
Congress's policy and intent”.
There is only "love for
Pakistan" in the opposition
party's policy, he charged.
"Rahul Gandhi's blue-eyed
boy. and Congress Overseas chief
Sam "feltathome'

Pulwama, and
Pahalgam (terror strikes). They
articulate Pak position on
(Article) 370... They give 80 per
cent water to Pak under IWT!
They love Pakistan!" "INC
(Indian National Congress) is
Islamabad National Congress,"

harged.

a
“change” in the receptiveness
shown by the government to
complaints of workers of the
party, including MLAs and MPs,
aswellas of its allies.
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Soren’s uranium
pitch for nuke
manufacturing

Ranchi:  Jharkhand CM
Hemant Soren Friday said the
state is endowed with ura-
nium and can contribute to
the manufacturing of nuclear
‘weapons. At the Defence East
Tech symposium, Soren said
his government is ready to
fully cooperate with the
Centre to make the defence
sector self-reliant. PTI

Bihar: 2 new Amrit Bharat trains before poll code

DHEERAJMISHRA
NEW DELHI, SEPTEMBER 19

‘THEMINISTRY of Railwaysis likely
to introduce two more Amrit
Bharat trains for Bihar before the
Election Commission (EC) an-
nounces the model code of con-
duct for the Assembly elections.
Sources said one Amrit
Bharat Express train between
Muzaffarpur and Charlapalli
(Hyderabad) and another one
between Chhapra and Anand
Vihar Terminal (Delhi) will be
announced soon for the state.
Currently, 11 Amrit Bharat

trains are running across the rail-
‘ways network. Ten of those

‘which see high workers move-
mentand migration throughout

P di
tricts of Bihar; nine trains origi-
nate from the state and cover
long distances to Delhi,
Maharashtra, Tamil Nadu,
Telangana and Andhra Pradesh.

Atotal of nine Vande Bharat
trains have been launched in the
last five months in the run-up to
the elections in Bihar. In all, the
11 Amrit Bharat trains traverse
110districts and 15 states.

The Amrit Bharat train has
non-ACsleeperand general class
coaches only. Railways are intro-
ducing these trains in areas
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the year. The first
launched in December 2023 be-
tween Darbhanga and Anand
Vihar terminal and Malda town
and Bengaluru. After that the
Railways came up with Amrit
Bharat 2.0 with some additional
features and the first train was
launched from Saharsa to
Mumbai on April 24, 2025.
“Biharis the only state of the
country which hasall three vari-
antsof new trains- Vande Bharat,
Amrit Bharat and Namo Bharat.
The reason for the introduction
of more Amrit Bharat trains in
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‘morale of the nation.

The Defence Minister was
interacting with the veterans
and the families of the fallen
heroes of the 1965 war atan
event. Asserting that Indians

Bihar is that it has a very high
number of workers, who fre-
quently travel to Delhi, Mumbai
andsouth Indiancities in search
of jobs. Since, this train has only
sleeper and general coaches,
more passengers will be accom-
‘modated easily and they will not
have to travel in the extremely
crowded general coaches of

THE ELECTION Commission (EC)
on Friday said it has de-listed 474
more registered unrecognised
political parties for flouting
norms, including not contesting
elections in the last six years.

In the first phase of the exer-
cise, the EC de-listed 334 regis-
tered unrecognised political par-
ties (RUPPs) on August 9.

"In continuation, in the sec-
ond phase, ECI delisted 474
RUPPs on September 18, based
onnon-contestation inelections
conducted by ECI continuously
for 6 years. Thus, 808 RUPPs have
been delisted in the last 2
months,” the poll body said ina
statement. The guidelines for the
registration of political parties
note thatifa party does not con-
test elections continuously for
six years, it will be taken off the
list of registered parties.

Till recently, there were 2,520
RUPPs. After the de-listing exer-
cise, 2,046 RUPPs remain.

Besides, there are six recog-
nised national parties and 67
state parties.

Of the 808 RUPPs de-listed in
the last two months, 14 are from
Bihar, where Assembly polls are
due in November.

Separately, 359 RUPPs have
been identified for not having
submitted their annual audited
accounts in the last three finan-
cial years -- 2021-22, 2022-23
and 2023-24 - within the stipu-
lated time period and contesting
polls but not filing election ex-
penditure reports. These parties
are from 23 states and Union ter-
ritories. Since 2001, the EC has
carried out the exercise of weed-
ing out defunct RUPPs "three to
four” times, officials said.

‘The Supreme Court had ear-
lier barred the poll panel from
"derecognising” political parties,
noting that it was not prescribed
under law. However, the EC has
found a way to "delist parties".
The parties de-listed can be listed
again by the poll authority with-
outgettinginto the process of giv-
ing them fresh recognition, a for-
‘mer EC functionary pointed out.

Some RUPPs were in the past
found flouting the income-tax
and money-laundering laws.

Political parties (national,
state and RUPPs) in the country

withthe ECunder

otherexpi . saidasen-
ior railway official.
Apart from the Amrit Bharat

train, a total of 14 Vande Bharat
trains run across different dis-
tricts of Bihar. One Namo Bharat
Rapid Rail runs between
Jaynagar and Patna.

Defence Minister Rajnath Singh greets veterans and
families of fallen war heroes at South Block. ANI

have time-and-again proved
that the country creates its own
destiny, Singh described

Operation Sindooras a shining
example of this firm resolve.
“Operation Sindoor showed

the provisions of section 29A of
the Representation of the People
Act, 1951. Under the provision,
any association once registered
as a political party gets certain
privileges and advantages, such
as tax exemptions.

PM Shastri provided decisive leadership:
Rajnath on India’s victory in 1965 Pak war

our enemies how strong we
are. The coordination and
courage with which our forces
executed the operation is proof
thatvictory is no longer an ex-
ception for us; it has become
our habit. We must always
‘maintain this habit,” he said.

The highlight of Singh’s ad-
dress was his observation on
the 1965 war. “No war is fought
only on the battlefield; victory
inwaris the result of the collec-
tive resolve of the entire na-
tion,” he said.

“During that time in 1965,
India managed to face the un-
certainty and challenges also
due to the strong-willed lead-
ership of Lal Bahadur Shastri
Even under adverse circum-
stances, we displayed unityand
‘won the war,” Singh said.
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