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AnusreeKC
NewDelhi, January25

MARK TULLY, the legendary
broadcaster whowas for dec-
ades among themost trusted
interpreters of India for mil-
lions in the country, passed
awayinNewDelhiat theageof
90onSunday.Fornearly three
decades, Tullywas notmerely
the BBC’s South Asia corre-
spondent;hewas,ascolleagues
and listeners called him, the
“Voiceof India”.

Born in Calcutta in 1935, a
child of the British Raj, Tully’s
relationship with India was
neithertransientnordetached.
“It was his home,” historian
WilliamDalrympletoldTheIn-
dianExpress.“Therewasnever
anyquestion thathewould re-
tire to England. Hewanted to
remaininIndiaandtodiehere
—which iswhathe’sdone.”

FormerBBCjournalistQur-
ban Ali remembered Tully’s
uncompromising journalistic
independence. “He never be-
cameanembeddedjournalist,”
Ali said. “Hepreferred to close
theofficeandleaveratherthan
reportwhatthegovernmentof
thedaywanted.”

This commitment would
eventually put Tully at odds
with the BBC itself. In 1993, he
publiclyaccusedDirectorGen-
eralJohnBirtofrunningtheor-
ganisationby“fear”,aconfron-
tation that preceded his
resignationthe followingyear.

Author, translator and liter-
aryhistorianRakhshanda Jalil
recalledthesingularcredibility
Tully commanded in rural
north India. “In easternUttar
Pradesh, people would say,
‘Tully sahabnekahahai, sahi
hoga. (IfMrTully has said it, it
must be true)’,” she said. “That

was the level of his personal
credibility.”

Jalil attributed this trust to
“his (Tully’s) completely non-
judgmental attitude towards
India and Indians.” That non-
judgmental empathy was
forged on the ground. Tully
travelled relentlessly, prefer-
ring trains and village conver-
sations over cups of chai to of-
ficialbriefings.“Hebelongedto
agenerationwhosatdownwith
peopleandlistened.Thatearto
the ground is something jour-
nalismis losing,”Jalil added.

HistorianSIrfanHabib,who
met Tully frequently at the
IndiaInternationalCentre,said:
“He always said, ‘Irfan,wewill
talk inHindustani’.” Tully es-
pecially loved the dialect of
westernUttarPradesh,hesaid.

Former broadcaster and
formerIndiaHabitatCentredi-
rector Sunit Tandon recalled:
“He had awonderful sense of
humour and a very acute
understanding of Indian so-
ciety.” Tully’s long-running
BBC Radio 4 programme
‘Something Understood’ re-
vealedthatdimension–reflec-
tive, philosophical and spiri-
tually curious. “Those were
beautiful programmes,” Tan-
donsaid,“...dealingwithpoetry,
music and philosophy. They
showed his intellectual and
spiritual side.” Importantly,
Tandonadded, “he could criti-
cisewithoutbeingunkind—an
art that is lostnowadays.”

Ratish Nanda, CEO, Aga
Khan Trust for Culture, met
Tully almost every day at the
Sunder Nursery during the
pandemic.“....Overthepastsix
years, whenever he was well,
Mark would be found in the
park enjoying – nature, birds
andvisitors.”

{Marktully• 1935-2026}

BBC’s ‘VoiceofIndia’,
apersonification
ofcredibilityand
empathy, fallssilent

HamzaKhan
Jaipur, January25

RAJASTHANI FOLK artistes
Gafruddin Mewati Jogi and
Taga RamBheel were on Sun-
dayannouncedasrecipientsof
the Padma Shri awards in the
‘unsungheroes’ category.

Gafruddin, 68, is known for
folkandtraditionalmusic,par-
ticularly the bhapang. Also
known as the 'talking drum',
bhapang is a rhythmic per-
cussion instrumentmade of a
hollow dry pumpkin shell
mountedwithgoatskin.

Hailing from the Mewati
Jogicommunity,Gafruddinre-
ceived the SangeetNatakAka-
demi Award last year from

PresidentDroupadiMurmu.In
its citation, the Akademi said
that Gafruddin “also happens
tobethe lastsurvivingfolkart-
istwhoknowsandperformsall
the 2,500-plus dohas of Pan-
dunkakada (Mahabharata)”.

“I learnt bhapang frommy
father, Budh Singh Jogi. We
used to perform together; he
used toplay jogiyasarangi, and
Iwouldplaybhapangalongside
him.One ofmyuncles used to
be onharmonium, another on
dholak,”GafruddintoldTheIn-
dianExpress.

Gafruddintraceshislineage
toIsmailNathJogi, saidtobea
disciple of Gorakhnath, one of
the nine Navnaths; Ismail re-
cited the kalma and became a

Muslim. “We areMuslims, but
we sing Shivji ka Byavla, Pan-
dun kaMahabharat… LokRa-
mayan is known as Lanka
Chadhai here locally; we sing
all this and go to temples and
alsoprayatmosques,”hesaid.

Over a career spanning six
decades,Gafaruddinhasmany

commendations to his name
forplayingandpromotingbha-
pang.He has also travelled ex-
tensivelytoperforminIndia,as
well as in Australia, Canada,
France,England,Germanyand
Japan. He said he performed
before Prime Minister Nar-
endraModi,too, justbeforethe

Covid lockdown.
Like Gafruddin, Taga Ram

Bheel, in his early 60s, plays a
uniqueinstrument,thealgoza.
A double flute made of bam-
boo, the algoza works on the
same principle as a bagpipe;
one of the two flutes usually
playsacontinuousdronewhile
theotherplaysdifferentnotes.

AsperAnahadFoundation,
anon-profitorganisation“dedi-
cated to empowering folk art-
ists andpreserving thevibrant
folkmusicofIndia”,Bheellives
inMoolSagartown,justoutside
of Jaisalmer, and learnt the in-
strumentwhen hewas a child
bystealinghisfather’salgozain
his absence.Hehasbeenplay-
ingtheinstrumentsincehewas

10 years old and has spent 30
yearsofhis life inthejunglesof
Ranthambore.

Taga Ram bought his first
algoza when he was 11 and
learnt it by himself by coordi-
natingthetunes. In1981,at the
ageof 18, hegavehis first stage
performanceinJaisalmer.Are-
nowned folkmusicianwhohas
beenperformingatRajasthan’s
DesertFestivalsince1981,Bheel
has featured in several pro-
grammesforAllIndiaRadio,Jai-
salmer.Honouredwith invita-
tions fromNehruYuvaKendra
SansthanandRajasthanTour-
ism,hehas touredacross India
andabroad,performing inover
15 countries, includingFrance,
theUS,Japan,andRussia.

TalkingdrumofMewat, twin flutesofThar:Meet the
Rajasthani folk artisteshonouredwithPadmaShri award

(L-R)GafruddinMewati Jogi andTagaRamBheel

HimanshuHarsh
Patna, January25

FRESH FORENSIC evidence
has emerged in the case of the
17-year-oldNEETaspirantfrom
Bihar’s Jehanabad, who died
earlier thismonth after being
foundunconsciousinherPatna
hostelroom,indicatingthepres-
enceofsemenontheundergar-
mentsshewaswearing.

The teenager, who had
cleared NEET in her first at-
tempt last year butmissed an
MBBS seat by twomarks, had
beenstayinginPatnawhilepre-
paring to retake the examin-
ation. She was found uncon-
scious in her hostel room on
January6anddiedduringtreat-
ment on January 11. Patna po-
licehad initially said therewas
no evidence of a sexual crime,
but a postmortem report that
cameoutlateropinedthat“sex-
ualassaultcannotberuledout”.

Accordingtoaseniorpolice
officer,clothesbelongingtothe
deceased, whichwere handed
over by her family on January
10, were sent to the Forensic
Science Laboratory (FSL) fol-
lowing due legal procedure.
“The FSL examination has de-
tected human semen residues
on one of the undergarments
that the girl was purportedly
wearingat the timeof the inci-
dent.ADNAprofileiscurrently
beingprepared,”hesaid.

The officer added that the
DNAprofilewouldbematched
with that of the detained ac-
cusedaswell as other suspects
identifiedbytheSpecial Inves-
tigation Team (SIT) as part of
theongoingprobe.

The forensic findingcomes
more than twoweeks after the
teenager was found uncon-
scious inherhostel room,with
the investigationyet to reacha
conclusion.

Patna police have now sus-
pended Chitragupt Nagar po-
lice station house officer, Sub-
inspector Roshni Kumari, and
Kadamkuan assistant station
house officer, Sub-inspector
Hemant Jha, with immediate
effect. “The action was taken
during a review of the case,
whichindicatedfailureinintel-
ligence gathering and timely
actionontheirpart,”aseniorof-
ficer said.

Police had initially treated
thecaseasasuspectedsuicide,
citing alleged consumption of
sleepingpills andmaintaining
that there was no evidence of
sexualassault.

From the outset, the vic-
tim’sfamilyhaveallegedsexual
assault and foul play in her
death, claims that police had
initially rejected.PatnaCitySP
(East)ParichayKumarhadear-
liertoldthemediathataprivate
gynaecologist who examined
the girl on the first day of her
hospitalisation“hadnotfound
anyevidenceofsexualassault”.
HehadalsosaidCCTVfootage
fromthehosteldidnotindicate
foul play and that the girl’s
urinereportshowedconsump-
tionof sleepingpills.

However, the postmortem
report conductedbyamedical
boardatPatnaMedicalCollege
andHospital later stated that
“sexual violence cannot be
ruledout”,promptingpoliceto
acknowledgeachangeinmedi-
calopinion.Theautopsynoted
injuries, including nail ab-
rasionsontheneckandbruises
on the shoulder, armand fore-
arm, andpreserved viscera for
furtherexamination.

Policehadthenarrestedthe
owner of the hostel building,
ManishKumarRanjan.

However, the medical
samples and evidence were
sent to Patna AIIMS for a sec-
ond postmortemexamination
andopinion.Officialshadsaid
that conclusions would be
drawnonlyafterall reportsare
received.

TheBiharDirectorGeneral
of Police (DGP) had also or-
dered formation of an SIT last
week under the supervision of
IG Central (Patna), which has
been investigating thematter
fromallangles,inPatnaaswell
asinJehanabad,wherethevic-
timisoriginally from.

InanFIRlodgedonJanuary
9,thegirl’sfatherhadexpressed
suspicionofsexualassault,cit-
ing injurymarks on her body
andhead.

The family has also alleged
lackofcooperationinaccessing
hostel CCTV footage earlier
after the incident and raised
concernsabouttheimpartiality
of theinvestigation.Theyhave
beendemandingaCBIprobe.

BiharNEETaspirant’s
death:Newevidence
points tofoulplay

Jaishankarholds talks
withGor,US lawmakers
on tradeandsecurity
ShubhajitRoy
NewDelhi, January25

EXTERNALAFFAIRSMinister
S Jaishankar on Sundaymet a
three-member US Congres-
sional delegation, comprising
two Republicans and one
Democrat, alongwithUSAm-
bassador to India Sergio Gor.
All threeUSCongressmenhad
condemned thePahalgamter-
rorattack inApril lastyearand
have expressed empathy for
India as a victim of terror at-
tacks.

USAmbassador Sergio Gor
saidthetalkswere“productive”
and the focuswasonstrength-
eningthebilateralpartnership
in the domains of security,
tradeandcriticaltechnologies.

Thevisitof theUSCongres-
sionaldelegationtoIndia,com-
prising Jimmy Patronis, Mike
RogersandAdamSmith,came
as both sides are looking to
move forward in the negoti-
ationsforabilateral tradedeal.

In a socialmedia post, Jai-
shankardescribedthemeeting
as a “good interaction”. “Dis-
cussedvariousaspectsofIndia-
US ties, Indo-Pacific and
Ukraineconflict.Congressional
interactions have always been
an important facet of our rela-
tionship,” he said. On his part,
Gor said onX: “Justwrappeda
productivemeetingwithEAM
@DrSJaishankar, @RepMike-
RogersAL,@RepAdamSmith,
and@JimmyPatronis onways
tostrengthenUS-Indiapartner-
ship for stronger security, ex-
pandedtrade,andcooperation
oncritical technologies.”

ThediscussionbetweenJai-
shankar and the bipartisanUS
Congressional delegation is a
significantsteptowardsmend-
ing ties between the two na-
tions.

E.
Meetingamid
tariff tension

ExplainEd

Thevisitbythehigh-pow-
eredUSCongressionaldel-
egationtoIndiacomesas
bothsidesare lookingto
strikeatradedealandbring
bilateral relationsbackon
trackafterablitzof tariffs
andrepeatedclaimsbyUS
PresidentDonaldTrump
thathebrokeredpeacebe-
tweenIndiaandPakistan
duringOperationSindoor.
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