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THE YAMUNA Expressway
Industrial Development
Authority (YEIDA) Thursday
handed over 230 acres desig-
natedforthedevelopmentofthe
International FilmCity near the
upcoming Noida International
Airport at Jewar to Bayview
Bhutani Film City Private
Limited,alsoknownasBayview
ProjectsLLP—aspecialpurpose
vehicle led by producer Boney
Kapoor and construction giant
Bhutani Infrastructure.
“Today isabigday.TheUttar

Pradesh Chief Minister’s dream
toestablishaninternationalfilm
cityaroundYamunaExpressway
is going to come true,” said
YEIDAChiefExecutiveOfficerDr
ArunVirSingh.
The Film City is set to come

upinYEIDA’sSector21,alongthe
YamunaExpresswayandaround
4kmfromthe internationalair-
port. The contract to build the
Film City was formally issued
lastJunetoBayviewProjectsLLP.
Asperthemasterplan,inthe

first phase of the project, 230
acreswillbedeveloped—while
75 acres will be dedicated to
commercial development, the
restwill cater to the film indus-
try.Theproject,estimatedtocost
Rs 1,510 crore, is expected to be
completedwithineightyears.

“Initially, the size of the plot
to be handed over was 1,000
acres. After consultation with
stakeholders,wedecidedtopro-
vide230acresof land fordevel-
opment under Phase 1 of the
project,” Singhsaid.
UP Industrial Development

Minister Nand Gopal Gupta
‘Nandi’ said the upcoming Film
Citywill create 5 lakh to 7 lakh
jobs inthestate. “TheFilmCityis
settobeasignificantdriverofUP’s
industrial growth.Weanticipate
itwillcreate5-7lakhjobs,bothdi-
rectly and indirectly. The Film
City’ssuccesscouldpavetheway
for similar initiatives across vari-
oussectors in thestate, as theUP
governmentremainscommitted
to fostering industrial develop-
mentandachievingourgoalofa1
trilliondollareconomyattheear-
liest,”hetoldTheIndianExpress.

SOHINIGHOSH
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THE DELHI High Court on
Thursdayreserveditsverdict in
a bunch of pleas pertaining to
thedisclosureofPrimeMinister
Narendra Modi’s degree from
theDelhiUniversity (DU).
Solicitor General of India

TusharMehta, representingDU,
continuedtoopposethedisclo-
sureof suchinformation, telling
Justice Sachin Datta that he
does not “trust themotive and
intentions”of the information-
seekerswhileclarifyingthathe
has“noreservation” inshowing
thedegreetothecourt, “butwill
not expose it to the scrutiny of
strangers”.
“... inprinciplesuchinforma-

tion cannot be sought. This is
not the object for which RTI
(Right to Information Act) has
been envisioned... The author-
ity will have to decide what is
your interest, you are trying to
use it forpoliticalpurpose...We
have it but we will not share...
there are quite a few free peo-
ple in thisworldwhowill seek
one information or another,”
Mehta argued.
MehtahadearliertoldJustice

Dattathatauniversitykeepsstu-
dents’degreeandmarksheetsin
a fiduciary relationship and de-
gree“ispersonalinformationfor
a student”.
While reserving its verdict,

the court permitted the parties
to file written submissions
withinaweek.
In2017, in apleamovedbe-

fore theHC,DUhadchallenged
an order of the Central
InformationCommission(CIC),
whichhaddirected the inspec-
tionof recordsof studentswho
passed the BA programme

from the varsity in 1978, the
year when Modi graduated
from the university with a
bachelor's degree. The CIC or-
der had come in relation to an
RTI application.
In all, the HC is hearing six

petitions, which includes four
filed by DU, challenging
the December 2016 order of
the CIC.
Among the four petitions

filedbyDU,onealsochallengesa
CIC order of December 2016,
wherebyithaddirectedtheuni-
versitytorecoverRs25,000from
thesalarypayabletotheCentral
PublicInformationOfficerinfive
equal monthly instalments for
rejecting an RTI application, as
thefeeforthesamewasnotpaid.
The DU's pleas have been

filed against the various RTI ap-
plicants—Neeraj Kumar,Mohd
Irsad,RK Jain, andothers.
The fifth petition has been

filed by the Central Board of
Secondary Education (CBSE)
against oneMohdNashadudin
and others, where the Board
has challenged a January 2017
order of the CIC to facilitate in-
spectionof recordsandprovide
certified copies of the docu-
ments selected freeof cost, ex-
cept personal details in admit
card and marksheet.
Nashadudinhadsoughtcopies
of the admit card and mark-
sheetofModi inanRTIapplica-
tionmoved in 2015.
The sixth petition has been

filed by Delhi-based lawyer
Mohd Irsad, challenging the re-
jection of his RTI application
seeking information about
Modi'sdegree.
Theapplicationwasrejected

on the ground of non-payment
of the RTI fee to the authority
concerned at the appropriate
time.
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DELHI UNIVERSITY has pro-
posed to overhaul its students’
unionelectionprocess forapoll
free of “money and muscle
power”.Thesuggestionwaspre-
sentedat thevarsity’sExecutive
CouncilmeetingThursday.
Theadministrationtooknote

of theDelhiHighCourtorder is-
sued onNovember 11, 2024, in
PrashantManchanda vs. Union
of India, where the court pro-
posedastructural shift fromthe
current single-tier election to a

two-tiermodel.Theproposal,ac-
cording to thecourt, is designed
“toprevent defacement and the
useofmuscleandmoneypower
at theuniversity level”.
Last year, the Delhi High

Court stayed the counting of
votes for the Delhi University
Students’Union(DUSU)pollstill
publicpropertydefacedbycan-
didatesduringcampaigningwas
cleanedup.Ithadsummoned15
candidatesanddirectedthemto
give an undertaking that “they
shall not deface ormutilate any
publicproperty” in the future.
It is learnt that the commit-

tee formed (who formed the
committee?) following theHC’s

orders suggested replacing the
existing election systemwith a
two-tier model that decen-
tralises the voting process. The
proposedsystemallowscolleges,
departments,andcentrestocon-
duct their own elections, with
elected representatives advanc-
ing to the university level to de-
terminetheDUSUofficebearers.
“Thecommitteemerelypre-

sented its suggestions in the EC
meeting today as a reporting
item. It isnotpartof theagenda.
The suggestions are being
shown to stakeholders to get
theirsuggestionsonhowtocon-
ducttheelectionstoensurethey
arefreefrommoneyandmuscle

power. This structure that is be-
ing proposed is how elections
used to be conducted in the
1990s,too,”aseniorofficialatDU
toldThe IndianExpress.
“Theprocedure suggested is

that the colleges, its societies,
and the departments will have
theirownelections,andtheones
whowin internally will have a
chancetogetaspotontheDUSU
panel. This is beingproposed to
make the election free and fair
andtoensuresafetyonthecam-
pusduringcampaigning,”theof-
ficial added.
The court, in its order last

year,notedthatthechangefrom
a single to a two-tier election

alignswithakey recommenda-
tion from the Lyngdoh
Committee.ItalsoinstructedDU
tomonitorcompliancewiththe
newelectionguidelinesanden-
surethatstudentswhohavepre-
viouslydefacedpublicproperty
fulfill their commitment to
restoring it.
In response, the university’s

council had resolved that the
DUSUadvisorandchiefelection
officer must submit a detailed
proposal outlining the imple-
mentation of the new election
model.TheVice-Chancellorhad
beenauthorisedto“takeappro-
priate decisions and report the
sameto theExecutiveCouncil”.

Can show PM’s degree
to court, not strangers,
DU tells High Court

COURTRESERVESVERDICTTo stem ‘money&muscle power’, DU
to revampstudent union poll process

YEIDA hands over
230 acres for Film City
coming up in Jewar
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DAYSAFTERawomanwasheld
hostage at her Noida Sector 61
homeallegedlybyhercookand
his two accomplices, who then
madeoffwithRs60lakhincash
and jewellery, police have ar-
rested twomen and found that
a larger Bihar-based gang was
behind thecrime.
Theaccusedhavebeeniden-

tifiedasRajesh(41)andParveen
aliasSonualiasMota(30).Police
haverecoveredRs4.7 lakh from
theirpossession.Rajeshwasear-
lierbooked inanMCOCAcase.
Twodays ago, CrimeBranch

officials received inputs about
Sonu’s whereabouts and a raid
was carried out at QutubMinar
Metro Station in Delhi. Hewas
subsequently arrested. Another
raid was carried out at
Chattarpur Pahadi in Delhi and
Rajeshwasarrested.
“Rajesh admitted he andhis

co-accused (who is yet tobear-
rested) were themasterminds.
He said theyhadbeenplanning
the heist for several weeks and
their strategy involved infiltrat-
ing the victim’s household by
placing a fourthman as a cook
under the false nameof Rahul,”
said Additional CP (Crime
Branch)SanjayKumarSain.
Police said facilitatedby the

cook, Rajesh and his partner
gained entry to the victim’s
house and confined her. Sonu
and two more men were out-
side the house to keep watch.
After committing the robbery,
the accused persons fled in the
victim’s Fortuner before aban-
doning it; theywereworried it
had GPS and could be tracked,
saidpolice.
According to police, Rajesh,

who is fromMadhubani, has a
historyofcommittinghighlyor-
ganisedrobberiesacross India.

Woman held
hostage, robbed:
Bihar-based gang
under scanner

PROTEST CONTINUES
LeaderofOpposition intheDelhiAssemblyAtishiandotherAAPMLAsstageaprotestover
removalofBRAmbedkar’spotraits fromtheCM’soffice,duringthefirst sessionofDelhi
Assembly,Thursday.TheMLAsalsoaccusedtheBJPofpreventingthemfromenteringthe
premises.OnTuesday,SpeakerVijenderGuptahadsuspended21AAPMLAsfromthe
Assembly fordisruptingthe inaugural speechof L-GVKSaxena. PTI

New Delhi: Customs officials
seized gold concealed inside
dates from aman at the Indira
Gandhi International Airport in
Delhi.TheCustomsdepartment
saidthatbasedonspotprofiling,
a 56-year-old Indian passenger
wasintercepteduponhisarrival
from the Saudi Arabian city of
JeddahonWednesday.
“Further examination of the

baggageledtotherecoveryofas-
sorted yellowmetal cut pieces
andachain,allbelievedtobegold,
totaling172.00grams,concealed
insidedates,”itsaidinapostonX.
The passenger admitted to

smugglingthegoldpasteandhe
arrested, it added.PTI

Customs
officials seize
gold concealed
inside dates at
Delhi airport
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