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NEW DELHI 

Seema gets 
16-month ban 
for dope test 

Former Asian Games gold-
winning discus thrower 
Seema Punia has been 
handed a 16-month ban for 
failing a dope test. The 42-
year-old Punia's suspension 
came into force on 
November 10 as per the 
updated list of dope 
offenders by the National 
Anti-Doping Agency. 
NADA, however, did not 
specify the substance for 
which she has tested 
positive. The latest offence 
adds to her checkered 
doping record. 

BENGALURU 

World Tennis 
League unveils 
schedule 

World Tennis League 
(WTL) on Friday 
announced the format, 
schedule, and ticketing 
details for its first edition 
in India. The tournament 
will take place at the SM 
Krishna Tennis Stadium in 
Bengaluru from 
December 17-20. Phase 1 
tickets are now available 
on BookMyShow and can 
be purchased through the 
BookMyShow app or 
website.

PREMIER LEAGUE | Hosts blow away chance to rise to fifth after 
West Ham United managed to salvage 1-1 draw at Old Trafford

Joe Williams 
MUMBAI 

The Royal Western India 
Turf Club (RWITC) has 
moved swiftly to reassure the 
racing fraternity amid rising 
concerns over glanders cases 
reported in South India. “We 
have taken all necessary 
steps, and our veterinary 
team is actively monitoring 
the situation. If there is even 
the slightest suspicion, the 
concerned horses will be 
immediately segregated,” 

RWITC Chairman Surendra 
Sanas told the Free Press 
Journal on Friday. 

Sanas, who secured his 
fourth consecutive term as 
chairman in September, reit-
erated that no horses from 
South India will be allowed 
entry into RWITC premises 
until complete clarity and 
safety are established. 

The caution comes after 
five horses at the Bangalore 
Turf Club (BTC) tested posi-
tive for glanders on 
Thursday. Initial screenings 

at the government veterinary 
hospital laboratory in Hebbal 
confirmed the infections. 
BTC has since been 
instructed to send secondary 
samples to the National 
Research Centre on Equines 
(NRCE) in Hisar, the 
country’s premier equine 
health institute and the only 
lab in South Asia authorised 
to confirm glanders cases. A 
certified report from NRCE 
is expected within 48–72 
hours. “We recognise the 
urgency of the situation and 

have implemented strict con-
trol measures,” BTC officials 
said, adding that samples 
were dispatched immedi-
ately. 

Glanders is an infectious 
and often fatal zoonotic dis-
ease caused by the bacterium 
Burkholderia mallei, pri-
marily affecting horses, don-
keys, and mules.  

While the developments 
have unsettled southern rac-
ing circuits, the RWITC has 
reinforced its biosecurity 
protocols to safeguard 

Mumbai’s racing ecosystem. 
Club officials emphasise that 
preventive systems are firmly 
in place and that there is no 
cause for concern regarding 
the disease spreading to 
Western India. 

The situation follows an 
outbreak in Hyderabad in 
November 2025, when two 
horses at the Hyderabad 
Race Club (HRC) tested posi-
tive for glanders, forcing a 
three-month shutdown and 
cancellation of the entire 
winter racing season.

RWITC tightens vigilance, rules out glanders threat
Horse Racing

Briefs

E-Tender Notice 
E- Tender Notice No.EE/FS/MBRRB/37/2025 

Main Portal : https://mahatenders.gov.in 
MHADA Website - https://mhada.gov.in 

Executive Engineer FS Division/Mumbai Building Repairs & Reconstruction Board, Unit of 
MHADA, Executive Engineer F/S Divn., M. B. R. & R. Board, B.M.C. "F South" Office Annex Bldg., 
Third Floor, Parel, Mumbai-400012 is calling E tender for 04 number of works online digitally signed 
tenders in form "B-1" (Percentage Rate) are from the Labour Co-opreative Society Mumbai city 
District. The e-Tender will be available on the above portal. Bidding documents can be loaded on 
the websites. The tender schedule is as follows : 

The Competent Authority reserves the right to reject any or all the tenders without assigning 
any reason thereof conditional offers will not be accepted. 

Note. 1 Please refer detailed tender notice on website. 
Note. 2 Corrigendum / Amendments if any could be published only on the website. 

Sd/- 
MHADA - Leading Housing Authority in the Nation Executive Engineer (F/South Div.) 
CPRO/A/1074 M. B. R. & R. Board

MUMBAI BUILDING REPAIRS AND 
RECONSTRUCTION BOARD 

(A MHADA UNIT)

Sr. 
No.

Stage Date of time period Sr.  
No.  

Stage Date of time  
period 

1 Documents sale start 08/12/2025 10.10 a.m. 2 Documents sale 
end 

15/12/2025 4:00 p.m.

3 Technical bid opening 16/12/2025 04:00 p.m. 4 Price bid  
opening

17/12/2025 4:00 p.m.

SportzPower Pro 
Leagues Forum in 
Mumbai on Dec 10
FPJ News Service 
MUMBAI 

The SportzPower Pro 
Leagues Forum 2025, a 
prominent industry confer-
ence focusing on the business 
of India’s fast-growing profes-
sional leagues will be held on 
Wednesday (December 10) at 
the Maharashtra Cricket 
Association (MCA) Club, 
Bandra Kurla Complex (BKC), 
Mumbai. 

The conference, which has 
The Business of Leagues, 
Redefined’ as its underlying 
core theme, will make a deep-
dive into the economics, tech-
nology, sponsorship, govern-
ance, athlete ecosystem, 
media rights, and fan engage-
ment innovations driving this 
transformation. 

Organised and curated by 
SportzPower, the conference 
will engage an audience con-
sisting of league and franchise 
owners, promoters, media 
and digital innovators, inves-
tors and entrepreneurs, brand 
and marketing decision-
makers driving India’s sports, 
media, and investment eco-
system and shaping the future 
of India’s league economy. 

Gaurav Natekar, Founder 

and CEO, World Pickleball 
League; will deliver a Keynote 
Speech while Vinit Karnik, 
Managing Director – Content, 
Sports and Entertainment, 
GroupM South Asia, and  
Subhamoy Das, National 
Director, WPP Media 
Entertainment & Sports 
Partnerships (ESP), will also 
be among key speakers.

Amorim ‘angry’ after 
United allows late goal
AP 
MANCHESTER 

An “angry” Ruben Amorim 
watched Manchester United 
blow a chance to rise to fifth in 
the Premier League when 
West Ham salvaged a late 1-1 
draw at Old Trafford. 

Soungoutou Magassa’s 
83rd-minute equalizer can-
celed out Diogo Dalot’s open-
ing goal that had put United 
on course to move level on 
points with fourth-place 
Chelsea. 

Bruno Fernandes 
squandered two 
chances to score a 
winner in added 
time - blazing a 
shot wide from 
inside the box 
and then volley-
ing another off 
target. 

United coach 
Amorim said 
afterward he was 
“frustrated” and 
“angry” after 
seeing his team 
drop more points. 

“We are really inconsistent. 
If you look at the goal - 83 
minutes - we have a long ball, 
we have everything under 

control, we need to do better.,” 
he said. United has only won 
one of its last five games - 
drawing three. 

Despite that run, it had the 
opportunity to move within 
reach of the Champions 
League places. And that 
looked likely when in the 58th 
Casemiro’s long-range shot 
was controlled in the box by 
Dalot. The United defender 
then spun and powered a shot 
past West Ham goalkeeper 
Alphonse Areola. 

It was a game of few 
chances, with West Ham 

rarely threatening to find 
an equalizer. But a late 
corner saw Jarrod 
Bowen’s flicked header 
cleared off the line by 
Noussair Mazraoui. 

Magassa reacted 
quickest in the 
box and side-
footed his shot 
low into the 
corner to score 
his first goal for 
the club and 
spark celebra-
tions from the 

visiting fans. 
“It felt amazing,” said 

Magassa, a summer signing 
from Monaco.  

“We played a good game, 
and everyone fought. I am so 
happy to score my first goal in 
the Premier League.”  
The result leaves United in 
eighth and West Ham 18th. 

United remains just two 
points adrift of the top four - 
emphasizing how costly its 
recent run has been. 

Draws against Nottingham 
Forest, Tottenham and West 
Ham all came in games in 
which United had taken the 
lead. The only loss on that run 
came at home to an Everton 
team that was down to 10 men 
early in the game. 

“We are in the time of the 
year where you cannot drop 
too many points or else the 
distance to the top will be 
even higher,” Dalot said. “We 
want to be there and be in the 
top four or five. 

“Today we had a good 
chance and that is why the 
disappointment is even 
bigger.” 

Aditya takes 
match haul of 
10 wkts in Al 
Barkaat’s win
FPJ News Service 
MUMBAI 

Al Barkaat Malik Muhammad 
Islam English School, Kurla 
thrashed Parle Tilak 
Vidyalaya by an innings and 
125 runs in the second round 
of Super League Harris Shield 
MSSA U-16 Inter-School 
cricket tournament at Worli 
Sports Club on Friday.  

Al Barkaat MMI declared 
at 356/7 in their first innings 
as Armaan Patel scored a 
hundred and Akash Mangde 
hit 83 runs.  

Parle Tilak were bundled 
out for 108 runs, as slow left 
arm spinner Aditya Pandey 
claimed five wickets haul. In 
their second innings, after fol-
lowing on, Aditya snapped 
five wickets haul again and 
his colleague off spinner 
Abrar Shaikh took three 
wickets to bowl out Parle 
Tilak for 123. 

General Education 
Academy took a first innings 
lead against Dnyandeep Seva 
Mandal at Parsee Gymkhana, 
and the game ended in a 
draw. GEA made 288. 
Dnyandeep were all out for 
223. GEA were 137/3 in 27 
overs at stumps.

Major 
Topics: 

 The League 
Economy: Building 
Sustainable Pro Sports 
Leagues in India 

 The Business of 
Attention: Media 
Rights & Sponsorship 
Economics in Indian 
Sports 

 The Tech 
Gamechanger: 
Innovation Driving the 
Future of Pro Sports 
Leagues 

 The Rise of 
Sportainment: 
Blending Sport, 
Entertainment & Fan 
Culture in India’s Pro 
Leagues 

Manchester United’s head coach Ruben Amorim 
walks on the pitch at the end of the EPL match 
against West Ham in Manchester on Thursday. AP


