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Patna (UNI) 
Taking serious note of the detection

of Uranium in breast milk, scientists
have called for an urgent and compre-
hensive genetic study of lactating
mothers and their infants in Bihar. A
recent investigation revealed the pres-
ence of Uranium-238, a radioactive
and hazardous isotope, in breast milk
samples collected from multiple dis-
tricts. Calling the findings “serious and
alarming,” Chairman of the School of
Preventive Oncology, Dr. Dhirendra
Narayan Sinha, said a genetic study is
essential to determine whether Urani-
um exposure has caused mutations or
abnormalities in mothers and their
children.

Speaking to UNI, Sinha stressed
that Uranium in breast milk could af-
fect the genes of both mother and in-

fant, and only a detailed genetic analy-
sis can identify any damage.

Citing study findings from Mahavir
Cancer Sansthan and AIIMS Delhi,
Sinha said that elevated Uranium lev-
els can cause genetic changes, particu-
larly in children. While Uranium-235 is
a naturally occurring isotope, the de-
tection of uranium-238 in breast milk,
he cautioned, is a serious cause for
concern.

However, Sinha noted that in most
samples the concentration of Urani-
um was within the normal range of 0–5
g/L, except for one sample where the
level was towards the higher side.
Many samples showed concentrations
around 2.3, 2.7 and 2.8 g/L — levels
not considered elevated, though the
presence of the dangerous isotope it-
self remains worrying.

Uranium traces in ‘Breast Milk’
raise alarm in Bihar: Experts

New Delhi (UNI) 
Former Indian Air

Force Chief Air Chief
Marshal Arup Raha has
cautioned against any
rethink on India’s in-
digenous fighter aircraft
programme following
the recent Tejas Light
Combat Aircraft (LCA)
mishap at the Dubai
Airshow, stressing that the country
must stay firmly committed to build-
ing its own combat jets.

In an exclusive interview to UNI,
Raha said the accident , which oc-
curred during a stunt manoeuvre,
should not undermine decades of
work or India’s strategic goal of self-
reliance in defence aviation.

“India should not, under any cir-
cumstances, give up its aim to pro-
duce an indigenously built fighter at-

tack aircraft. This is an
essential requirement,”
he said.

Raha noted that the
Tejas LCA has per-
formed “reasonably
well,” but acknowledged
that manufacturing has
been “rather slow.”

With the IAF’s fighter
squadron strength de-

clining steadily, the need for rapid
induction has become urgent. “Right
now our fighter strength is depleting,
and in five to seven years’ time, we
may be down to as low as 25
squadrons if we do not beef up our
air force quickly,” he warned.

Highlighting the progress made,
he said the Tejas Mark 1 is only the
second fighter jet fully developed in
India and incorporates several ad-
vanced systems.

Tejas accident should not derail India’s indigenous
fighter programme: Ex- IAF Chief Arup Raha

Shimla (UNI) 
The Enforcement Directorate

(ED) has attached immovable assets
worth Rs 1 crore belonging to Neeraj
Bhatia, Managing Partner of M/s
Vidit Healthcare and president of the
Sirmour Drug Manufacturing Asso-
ciation.

The action, initiated by the ED’s
Jammu Sub-Zonal Office under the
Prevention of Money Laundering
Act (PMLA), follows allegations of il-
legal diversion of codeine-based
cough syrups into narcotics supply
chains.

According to the ED, Bhatia and
co-accused Niket Kansal are under
investigation for channeling large
quantities of Corex and other
codeine formulations to entities that
operated outside the legal drug dis-

tribution chain.
These activities came to light after

the Jammu Narcotics Control Bureau
(NCB) registered a case against Vidit
Healthcare and its associates for di-
verting codeine-based cough syrup
(CBCS) between 2018 and 2024.

The ED has indicated that the ille-
gally diverted stock amounted to
over Rs 16 crore, with gross criminal
proceeds estimated at Rs 2.92 crore.

Earlier this year, ED teams con-

ducted searches at the premises of
Bhatia and Kansal, recovering cash
and jewellery valued at Rs 1.93 crore.
The latest attachment includes in-
dustrial land owned by Vidit Health-
care in Panipat, Haryana. Officials
said further investigation is under-
way.

This action comes less than 24
hours after authorities unearthed
another case involving the arrest of
the owner of a Haryana-based phar-
maceutical company for supplying
duplicate medicines to Ladakh using
forged licenses of a Himachal
Pradesh firm.

That case, linked to a Sirmour-
based healthcare company, exposed
the circulation of substandard an-
tibiotics such as Amoxicillin and Ce-
fixime.

ED attaches Rs 1 cr assets of Neeraj Bhatia
in Codeine diversion case

Kolkata (UNI) 
West Bengal Chief Minister Ma-

mata Banerjee used her Bongaon
rally to deliver one of her fiercest na-
tional-level attacks yet, predicting an
unprecedented political setback for
the BJP beginning, she said, in its
“strongest citadel” of Gujarat.

Addressing a packed gathering,
she warned that the ruling party’s ag-
gression in Bengal would ultimately
trigger its downfall in the 2029 Lok
Sabha elections.

“They are trying to capture Ben-
gal, but they will lose Gujarat and
they will lose the country. 2029 will
be very dangerous for the BJP. They
will lose power. And it is Trinamool
that will claim Delhi,” she said.

Positioning herself as a leader of
national importance, Banerjee said,
“If you attack me, I will shake the
whole of India. After the elections, I

will travel across the entire country.”
She tore into the Centre’s allega-

tions on infiltration, accusing the
BJP of weaponising the issue for po-
litical gain despite border security
being a union subject.

If the Centre claimed large-scale
infiltration, she asked, “how is the
state responsible unless the Centre

itself is complicit?”
She argued that the same narra-

tive had been deployed unsuccess-
fully in Bihar, and insisted that the
BJP’s attempts to win Bengal would
backfire most dramatically in Gu-
jarat.

Turning to the ongoing Special
Intensive Revision (SIR), Banerjee
called it an unprecedentedly rushed
and politically driven attempt to
manipulate the voter list.

She pointed out that the last such
exercise was conducted in 2002 and
normally takes three years, whereas
this one was being completed in a
matter of weeks just before elec-
tions.

“The goal is to delete the names
of genuine residents who have lived
in Bengal for decades, voted in pre-
vious elections, and receive state
benefits.”

“People elect the government, not
the Election Commission. But now
the Commission is deciding who
gets to choose the government,” she
added.

She also criticised what she de-
scribed as chaos around identity
documents. First, voters were com-
pelled to obtain Aadhaar cards —
“for which they took money,” she al-
leged — only to now be told that
Aadhaar is not valid for voter verifi-
cation.

Reassuring the crowd, she assert-
ed that if the 2024 voter list was un-
reliable, then even the Prime Minis-
ter’s election would be invalid.

Banerjee said the BJP had at-
tempted similar tactics in 2016, 2021
and 2024, and failed each time.

“Don’t be afraid. As long as I am
here, no one can remove you,” she
assured.

BJP will lose Gujarat & Country: Mamata Banerjee

Stalin launches Classical
Language Park in Coimbatore
Chennai: Tamil Nadu Chief Minister
M K Stalin today inaugurated the new-
ly buult Classic Language Park in the
Textile City of Coimbatore.

Spread over 45 acre area, the Park,
with several modern facilities and
amenities, was built at a cost of Rs
208.50 crore and it was thrown open
for public use by the Chief Minister in
the presence of his Cabinet colleages
and district officials.

It was located at the Coimabtore
Gandhipuram Central prison com-
plex. Of the total Park area of 165 acres,
the first phase constructed in 45 acres
was launched today, an official re-
leasre here said. It said the construc-
tion of the mega park followed an an-
nouncement made by late DMK Patri-
arch and former Chief Minister M
Karunanidhi while addressing the
World Classical Tamil Language Con-
ference in Coimbatore in 2010..


