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Mumbai/Panaji  (UNI): In a
crackdown following the
devastating fire that killed
25 people at the Birch by
Romeo Lane nightclub in
Arpora, the Goa govern-
ment has ordered the im-
mediate demolition of the
nightclub and the owners’
flagship property at Vagator.

Chief Minister Pramod
Sawant directed the North
Goa administration to raze

the Romeo Lane shack at
Vagator Beach, which was
found operating illegally in
violation of Coastal Regula-
tion Zone (CRZ) norms.

Demolition teams were
mobilised on Tuesday
evening. The action follows
confirmation that the club’s
owners, brothers Saurabh
Luthra and Gaurav Luthra,
fled the country hours after
the blaze.

Goa fire: Govt orders nightclub’s
demolition, owners’ property

New Delhi (UNI): The Supreme Court has
issued notice on a writ petition filed by the
Catholic Bishops Conference of India (CB-
CI) challenging the constitutional validity
of several provisions of the Rajasthan Pro-
hibition of Unlawful Religious Conversion
Act, 2025. The petition has been tagged
with a batch of similar challenges already
pending before the Court.

The Bench comprising Justice Di-
pankar Datta and Justice A.G. Masih
passed the order after Solicitor General
Tushar Mehta informed the Court that
comparable challenges are pending against
anti-conversion laws enacted by Uttarak-
hand, Himachal Pradesh, Madhya Pradesh,
Rajasthan, Gujarat, and Uttar Pradesh, all
of which are pari materia in nature.

SC issues notice on challenge to Rajasthan anti-conversion law

New Delhi (UNI)
Congress MP Manish Ti-
wari initiated a sharp and
pivotal debate in the Lok
Sabha on Tuesday over the
Special Intensive Revision
(SIR) of electoral rolls.

Opening the discussion
on SIR, which has been
marked by a week of vigor-
ous Opposition protests,
Tiwari criticised the neu-
trality and legal authority
of the Election Commis-
sion to conduct the con-
tentious SIR exercise. He
questioned the ECI’s man-
date, stating, “The Election
Commission of India has
no legal justification to

hold SIR,” and called for
immediate reforms to re-
store trust in the electoral
process.

Tiwari proposed a fun-
damental overhaul of the
Election Commission’s se-
lection mechanism, urging
an amendment to the law
to ensure balanced repre-
sentation. His recommen-
dation includes expanding
the selection committee to
include equal members
from the ruling side and
the Opposition—two
members each—alongside
the Chief Justice of India
and the Leader of the Op-
position in the Lok Sabha.

Parliament debate on SIR

Kolkata (UNI)
In a sharp escalation of her
confrontation with the
Centre over the rural jobs
programme, West Bengal
Chief Minister Mamata
Banerjee publicly tore up a
Central government com-
munication related to the
100-day work scheme dur-
ing a rally in Cooch Behar
on Tuesday.

Calling the conditions
imposed under the new
labour code “humiliating”
and “an insult,” she de-
clared that Bengal would
not accept the directives
and would continue to run
the programme on its own

terms.
Addressing a large gath-

ering on the second day of
her two-day visit to the dis-
trict, Banerjee said the
state had recently received
a letter from the Centre
laying down fresh condi-
tions for the release of
funds under the Mahatma
Gandhi National Rural
Employment Guarantee
Scheme (MGNREGS).

“Just the day before yes-
terday, they sent us a letter
with new terms,” she said.
“They are asking us to show
a quarterly labour budget,
but when is the time to do
this in December?”

Mamata tears up Centre’s letter
on 100-day work scheme

Gorakhpur (UNI): Uttar
Pradesh Chief Minister Yo-
gi Adityanath, warning
against forces that divide
society along caste, region-
al, or linguistic lines, said
such elements are no dif-
ferent from figures like
Jaichand and Mir Jafar.

The Chief Minister was
speaking after dedicating a
new auditorium in Sainik
School in the name of In-

dia’s first CDS, late General
Bipin Rawat.

He stressed that many
people seek to divide the
nation, some based on
caste, others on region or
language. Whenever these
divisive forces gain power,
they think only of them-
selves and their families,
acquiring properties, ho-
tels, and even islands
abroad.

Those who divide the nation stand in
ranks of Jaichand and Mir Jafar: CM Yogi

Belagavi (UNI)
Karnataka Deputy Chief Minis-
ter and state Congress presi-
dent D K Shivakumar on Tues-
day urged the Opposition to
target the union government
over “policies that have deep-
ened the farmers crisis in the
state” instead of staging a mega
protest against the state gov-
ernment.

Speaking to reporters at the
Belagavi airport ahead of the
state assembly’s winter session,
Shivakumar said the BJP’s
protest was “misdirected”,
adding that farmers were suf-
fering due to decisions taken in
New Delhi, not Bengaluru.
“Farmers are under severe
strain because of the Centre’s
decisions on maize, sugarcane
and ethanol. None of the grants
due to Karnataka have been re-
leased,” he said.

He alleged that the union
government had also failed to
resolve long-pending issues
concerning the Mahadayi pro-
ject, which, he said, would have
benefitted farmers in parched
regions of the state. 

“We secured justice in the
Mekedatu issue only after a
long struggle. They had
claimed they would obtain
clearances in a day, but nothing
has happened. Union Finance

Minister Nirmala Sitharaman
announced Rs 5,400 crore in
the budget, yet not a single
paisa has reached the state,” he
said. Taking a sharp swipe at
BJP parliamentarians, Shivaku-
mar said, “None of the BJP MPs
has uttered a word about these
issues. BJP leaders have no
sense of responsibility.”

The Deputy Chief Minister
said the winter session would
give priority to issues concern-
ing farmers, including the Min-
imum Support Price, crop pro-
curement and the need to press
the union government for
timely release of funds. 

“Why is the Centre not in-
tervening in farmers’ prob-
lems? Why is MSP money not
being released? Why is the
union government not pur-
chasing crops? For ten years,
sugar prices have not been in-
creased. These are the discus-
sions we intend to take for-
ward,” he said.

Shivakumar said develop-
ment works, especially in North
Karnataka, had been delayed due
to lack of central funds, and that
the state government would
again seek urgent financial sup-
port from the Centre.

Shivakumar tells BJP:
Target Centre, not State

New Delhi (UNI)
Congress President and Rajya Sabha
Leader of Opposition Mallikarjun
Kharge Tuesday launched a fierce
counter-attack against the ruling BJP
during the Rajya Sabha debate on
the 150th anniversary of Vande
Mataram, accusing the government
of using the patriotic song for politi-
cal gain while ignoring pressing na-
tional issues.

Beginning his speech with the
chant of Vande Mataram, Kharge re-
marked pointedly, “We have a habit
of singing ‘Vande Mataram,’ but
those who didn’t use to, now have
started it as well. This is the power of
‘Vande Mataram’!” The comment
was aimed at BJP’s ideological prede-
cessors, whom he alleged were his-
torically absent from the freedom

movement. Kharge accused the gov-
ernment of hijacking a national sym-
bol to divert public attention from
the country’s real problems.

Kharge’s speech came after union
Home Minister Amit Shah’s strong
defense of the debate, which Shah
said should not be linked to the up-
coming West Bengal assembly elec-
tions.

Kharge, however, took a dig at
Shah and Prime Minister Narendra
Modi, saying, “PM Modi and Amit
Shah leave no chance to insult Jawa-
harlal Nehru and other Congress
leaders.” Quipping further, he added,
“But that is only natural. Wherever
PM goes, Amit Shah follows!”

The debate on Vande Mataram in
the Rajya Sabha has thus become a
larger battleground for political nar-
ratives, blending patriotism with
sharp partisan exchanges. While the
BJP stresses the song’s historic and
cultural significance as a unifying
national symbol, the Congress ac-
cuses the government of using it to
divert attention from critical issues
and upcoming state elections.

The ongoing discussions mark
the 150th anniversary of Vande
Mataram, originally composed by
Bankim Chandra Chattopadhyay,
which has long been regarded as the
soul of India’s freedom struggle and a
call to national unity.

Kharge sings Vande
Mataram in the House
Asserts the true “Power of Vande Mataram”

Congress MP Manish Tiwari raises questions
on ECI’s mandate to conduct SIR


