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Bhopal: Former administrative
officer and prominent author Niaz
Khan has stirred controversy on
social media with a bold state-
ment addressing the role of edu-
cation within the Muslim commu-
nity. Khan asserted that “Educa-
tion is the panacea (Ram-Baan
Aushadhi) for Muslims, under-
stand this.”

Modern education 
verses extremism

Khan’s polarizing post directly
contrasted the outcomes of mod-
ern education with rigid beliefs.
He wrote: “The Muslim who at-
tained modern education became
a Mayor in London and New York,
and a Governor and Lieutenant Governor in America.
But the one who took the path of extremism and su-
perstition remained a
mechanic, a perpetrator

of injustice against women, and a
puncture repairman.”

Social media erupts in debate
The statement has triggered a

fierce debate on X (formerly Twit-
ter). Supporters view Khan’s com-
ments as necessary self-reflection
and a positive push for modern
education. However, critics la-
beled the remarks as over-gener-
alization and discriminatory, ar-
guing that denigrating any profes-
sion is inappropriate. Political
commentators suggested that
while a focus on reform is neces-
sary, such sensitive topics must
be addressed with greater care to
avoid social tension. Khan has yet

to comment further, but his post remains a central
point of discussion.

Education is panacea for Muslims, fanaticism harms

Bhopal: Veteran BJP leader and for-
mer Chief Minister Uma Bharti has
escalated the national discourse on
historic religious sites, issuing a
sharp statement that has ignited
fresh political controversy.

In a strong message released on
her social media handle on Tues-
day, Bharti affirmed her respect for
places of worship built in the name
of God and Islam, but drew a clear
line regarding structures named af-
ter the Mughal emperor Babur.

“The building named after Babur
will meet the same fate that the one
in Ayodhya met on December 6,”
she declared, referencing the 1992

demolition. “Even the bricks were
missing then.”

Bharti also issued direct advice
to West Bengal Chief Minister Ma-
mata Banerjee, urging her to take
action against those advocating for
the construction of a mosque in

Babur’s name. She stated, “It is your
responsibility to maintain the dig-
nity and harmony of Bengal and the
nation.”

The statement has split political
opinion: BJP supporters view it as
defending “historical and cultural
identity,” while opposition parties
condemn it as “provocative and
tension-raising.” Experts are urging
restraint from all sides, emphasiz-
ing the need for responsible dia-
logue amid rising debates over reli-
gious claims and historical sites.
The West Bengal government has
not yet officially responded to the
provocative comments.

Religious respect remains, but
‘Babar’ structure must go: Uma

Bhopal: The digitization
of enumeration forms in
the state is 57.05% com-
plete. Enumeration
forms have been distrib-
uted by BLOs to over 57.3
million voters. Following
the instructions of the
Election Commission of
India, SIR work is under-
way to ensure accurate
and error-free voter lists
in the state. 

Under this initiative,
BLOs are distributing
and digitizing counting
sheets to voters. As of
November 23, 65,014
booth-level officers have
provided counting
sheets to 57.3 million
voters in the state. Of
these, digitization of

327,48,305 counting
sheets has been com-
pleted, representing
57.05% of the total.

Enumeration forms
to be filled by Dec 4

During the special in-
tensive revision of the
voter list, BLOs are going
door-to-door to distrib-
ute counting sheets to
voters. This process will
continue until December
4th.

Voters can also fill out
the enumeration forms
online during the SIR. To
do this, voters must visit
the Election Commission
of India's website at vot-
ers.eci.gov.in and fill out

the form. Voters can also
easily access the 2003
voter list by visiting the
Chief Electoral Officer of
Madhya Pradesh's web-
site at https://ceoelec-
tion.mp.gov.in.

To ensure the timely
completion of the enu-
meration form digitiza-
tion process, each BLO
has been assigned a
team of two to three
members to assist them.
These include govern-
ment servants with ex-
tensive knowledge of the
area and its residents—
such as Patwaris, Pan-
chayat Secretaries, Vil-
lage Employment Assis-
tants, etc. A separate
team of computer opera-

tors has also been de-
ployed to digitize the
counting sheets. Help
desks have been estab-

lished at the state level
and in all districts to
provide guidance and
assistance to voters. The
state toll-free number,
1950, is also actively op-
erating.

SIR: 57.05% of enumeration forms digitized in MP
Forms have reached homes of over 57.3 million voters ▼


