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Koppal (UNI)
Karnataka Chief Minister Siddara-
maiah lost his temper during a me-
dia interaction here today, snapping
at his own minister, Shivaraj Tan-
gadagi, over a question regarding a
separate Lingayat religion.

The incident occurred at Ginigera
Air Strip in Koppal when journalists
asked the Chief Minister about the
ongoing caste census and the de-
mand for Lingayats to be recognised
as a separate religion. 

Tangadagi struggled to clarify the
miscommunication, after which Sid-
daramaiah snapped at him, stating
he had no official stance on the Lin-
gayat separate religion issue, adding,
"Some virakta seers are demanding
it." He emphasised that people could
choose their religion freely.

The Chief Minister also expressed
irritation when reporters asked
about halting government guaran-
tees for months. He responded, "We
have not stopped them. If you have
specific complaints, come to me and
we will rectify them." When asked
about a possible "November Kranti",
or change of guard, Siddaramaiah
dismissed the notion, stating, "There
will be no kranti as such."

Earlier, Siddaramaiah sparked
controversy after he appeared to al-
most slap an Additional Superinten-
dent of Police (ASP) during a public
event in Belagavi. The incident, cap-
tured on video, shows Siddaramaiah
raising his hand in anger after sum-
moning ASP Narayan Bharamani on-
to the stage to question his handling
of disruptions near the venue.

Karnataka CM loses temper, snaps at
minister; dismisses 'November kranti'

New Delhi (UNI)
The Supreme Court today refused to
entertain a plea filed by former Tamil
Nadu Minister and DMK leader V.
Senthil Balaji, who sought clarifica-
tion on an earlier order that had
compelled him to resign as minister
in April this year.

A Bench comprising Justice Surya
Kant and Justice Joymalya Bagchi
heard the application and observed
that the April 28 order, passed by a
Bench led by Justice Abhay S. Oka

(now retired), merely recorded the
submissions made in court and did
not prohibit Balaji from holding
ministerial office.

However, the Bench cautioned
that if Balaji were to become a minis-
ter again, the court would consider
cancelling his bail.

“This is a reflection of the Court’s
mind. The Court has not prevented
you from becoming a minister. But
the day you become one, and if it is
found that you have influenced wit-
nesses earlier, we will cancel the
bail,” Justice Kant remarked.

Senior Advocate Kapil Sibal, ap-
pearing for Balaji, submitted that the
bail could be cancelled if any in-
stance of influencing witnesses was
proven.

The Bench responded that such
allegations had indeed been made
earlier. “If at any stage it is found that
I am indulging in such activities, the
Court may recall the order,” Sibal
clarified, adding that the trial had yet
to commence.

SC rejects V. Senthil Balaji’s plea

New Delhi (UNI)
The Enforcement Directorate (ED)
has attached 34 immovable proper-
ties, including Mysuru Urban Devel-
opment Authority (MUDA) sites with
a market value of Rs. 40.08 crore, in
connection with the MUDA scam
case, an official said today.

The ED initiated its investigation
based on a First Information Report
(FIR) registered by the Lokayuktha
Police in Mysuru concerning a large-
scale scam in the allotment of sites
by the MUDA.

The probe revealed the routing
and layering of undue gratification
obtained by GT Dinesh Kumar, the
former Commissioner of MUDA, the
official said.

These proceeds of crime were
used to purchase immovable proper-
ties in the names of Kumar’s relatives
and associates. The investigation
further uncovered the illegal allot-
ment of 31 MUDA sites by GT Dinesh
Kumar.

These searches revealed that the
sites were allotted in gross violation
of the Karnataka Urban Develop-
ment Authorities (Allotment of Sites
instead of Compensation for Land
Acquired) Rules, 2009 — as amended
in 2015 — and the Karnataka Urban
Development Authority (Incentive
Scheme for Voluntary Surrender of
Land) Rules, 1991.

Furthermore, the search action
uncovered a deep nexus between
MUDA officers/officials and real es-
tate businessmen.

ED attaches properties worth over
Rs 40 Cr in Mysuru MUDA Scam

New Delhi (UNI)
The National Investigation Agency
(NIA) today chargesheeted another
accused in the 2022 case involving
the Lawrence Bishnoi gang and its
nexus with the banned Babbar Khal-
sa International (BKI) terrorist orga-
nization. The case pertains to a ter-
ror conspiracy hatched by the dread-
ed Lawrence Bishnoi gang in associ-
ation with BKI to spread terrorism in
India.

In its fifth chargesheet filed before

the NIA Special Court at Patiala
House, Delhi, the NIA has charged
Rahul Sarkar for facilitating gang
members commit terror activities.
Besides assisting them in fleeing the
country, he was involved in prepar-
ing and arranging forged identity
documents like Aadhaar Cards, Voter
IDs and Bank Passbooks.

Investigations revealed that
Sarkar used these fake documents to
aid gang members, including co-ac-
cused Sachin Bishnoi, in fraudulent-

ly procuring passports to escape In-
dia and continue their terror activi-
ties.

Rahul Sarkar is the 22nd accused
to be chargesheeted so far. Of these,
18, including Sarkar, have been ar-
rested, while four are absconding.

The case was originally registered
by the Delhi Police Special Cell on
August 4, 2022. The NIA, which took
over the investigation on August 26
the same year, is continuing to probe
the terror-gangster nexus.

NIA chargesheets Rahul Sarkar in Lawrence
Bishnoi-BKI terror conspiracy case

New Delhi (UNI)
Much to the relief of Jan Aushadhi
Kendra operators in the retail sector,
the government has assured them of
revoking its earlier zero-distance
policy revising to 500 meters for set-
ting up new centres under the Prime
Minister Narender Modi’s ambitious
Pradhan Mantri Bhartiya Janaushad-
hi Pariyojana (PMBJP) aimed at pro-
viding quality medicines at afford-
able prices.

At a press conference here, repre-
sentatives of the PMBJK Retailers As-
sociation said senior officials from
the Department of Pharmaceuticals
(DoP), under the union Chemicals
and Fertilisers Ministry, today at a
meeting assured them of revoking
the zero-distance policy.

Instead of zero distance, a mini-
mum distance of 500 metres will now
be mandated between two Kendras,
said Prashant K Singh, president of
the PMBJK Retailers Association. He,
said a formal notification on the re-
vised distance norm is expected
soon.

Currently, about 19,000 Jan
Aushadhi Kendras operate nation-
wide, offering nearly 2,047 medi-
cines and 300 surgical items at af-
fordable prices. Singh said the DoP
has said that they will implement it
soon as consent has also to be taken
from the union Health Ministry as

well.
Pinning hopes on the govern-

ment’s assurance on the distance is-
sue, the Association also raised con-
cerns over other operational chal-
lenges.

Suresh Mittal, General Secretary
of the Association, pointed out that
the recent GST rate reduction has
created financial difficulties for re-
tailers. Stock purchased earlier at
higher tax rates now has to be sold at
reduced MRP via point-of-sale sys-
tems, resulting in a direct loss of ap-
proximately 7% GST for retailers reg-
istered under the Composition
scheme and causing severe working
capital issues.

National president Vishnu Gupta

also urged the government to in-
crease sales margins to boost opera-
tors’ interest and sales, highlighting
that other generic pharmaceutical
companies offer competitive mar-
gins of 35-40%.

“By relaxing distance rules, espe-
cially in densely populated urban ar-
eas, the PMBI aimed to accelerate
the establishment of new Kendras
and ensure more equitable distribu-
tion. 

However, the Association cau-
tioned against congesting metropol-
itan areas with excessive Kendras,
urging the Centre to focus on villages
and remote regions where such cen-
tres are scarce or absent,” the Associ-
ation stated.

Govt set to revise Jan Aushadhi Kendra norms

New Delhi (UNI)
Prime Minister Narendra Modi today
paid tribute to veteran BJP leader VK
Malhotra, describing him as an ex-
ceptional organiser and institution
builder who navigated both electoral
and organisational politics with re-
markable ease.

In a blog post published on his of-
ficial website, the Prime Minister re-
called Malhotra’s pivotal role in pro-
viding steadfast leadership to the
Jana Sangh and the BJP’s Delhi unit.

Malhotra, who passed away last
week, was remembered as a dedicat-
ed Karyakarta whose commitment to
social service was inspired by the
ideology of the RSS and the Jana
Sangh. Modi recalled that Malhotra’s
family endured the traumatic experi-
ences of Partition, yet he emerged
from those hardships without bitter-

ness, choosing instead to dedicate
his life to public service.

“He was deeply involved in aiding
thousands of displaced families in
rebuilding their lives, embodying the
spirit of selfless service that defined

the Jana Sangh of those times,” the
Prime Minister said.

The blog highlighted Malhotra’s
role in the landmark 1967 Delhi Met-
ropolitan Council elections, where
the Jana Sangh secured a decisive
victory. At the age of 36, Malhotra
was appointed Chief Executive
Councillor — an office akin to that of
Chief Minister — tasked with ad-
dressing the infrastructure and civic
needs of the national capital.

Modi emphasised Malhotra’s un-
wavering commitment to public
causes, recalling his active participa-
tion in the cow protection move-
ment of the late 1960s, his victimisa-
tion during police excesses, and his
prominent role in the anti-Emer-
gency movement.

Exceptional organiser, institution builder
Mumbai (UNI)
Maratha reservation activist Manoj
Jarange Patil has launched a sharp
attack on Sharad Pawar, chief of the
Nationalist Congress Party (Sharad-
chandra Pawar faction), alleging that
Pawar had in 1994 diverted the
Maratha community’s rightful 16%
reservation to the Other Backward
Classes (OBC), depriving Marathas
of their due rights.

This marks the first time Jarange
has openly accused Pawar. “We will
now secure our reservation with our
own efforts. But the fact is we should
have received it back in 1994. Sharad
Pawar gave our rightful share to the
OBCs. Yet the OBC community has
not acknowledged his favour,”
Jarange said. He also accused OBC

leaders of harming their own com-
munity’s interests.

Jarange claimed that Minister
Chhagan Bhujbal and Congress Leg-
islature Party leader Vijay Wadetti-
war held a secret meeting to plan
leadership for the OBC reservation
protection movement.

HC to hear plea both supporting
and opposing Maratha 
reservation from today

The Bombay High Court today said it
will begin hearing, from tomorrow, a
batch of petitions filed both in sup-
port of and against the Maharashtra
government’s ordinance granting
Marathas reservation under the Oth-
er Backward Classes (OBC) category.

The Government Resolution (GR),
issued on September 2 regarding
Maratha reservation implementing the
Hyderabad Gazetteer, has reignited a
long-standing and emotionally
charged debate over caste-based quo-
tas in the state.The court will hear a
significant plea moved by Mangesh
Sasane, chairman of the OBC Welfare
Foundation, questioning five GRs is-
sued since 2004 that permitted
Marathas to seek Kunbi certificates.

Maratha quota: Jarange targets Pawar

ED to restitute Rs 20.16 cr
to Injaz International
scam victims
New Delhi: In a significant move, the
Directorate of Enforcement (ED),
Bengaluru Zonal Office, will restitute
properties valued at Rs. 20.16 crore
to the victims and rightful claimants
in the Injaz International money
laundering case.

The ED initiated its investigation
based on a complaint from the Rev-
enue Inspector, Tahsildar Office,
Yelahanka, Bengaluru, and a subse-
quent FIR registered by the Wilson
Garden Police Station. 

The case was filed against Injaz
International and its associated
group under various sections of the
Prize Chits & Money Circulation
Schemes (Banning) Act, the Indian
Penal Code (IPC), and the Chit
Funds Act. 

Leh Apex Body says
‘normalcy in 
Ladakh is fake’
Leh/Srinagar: Leh Apex Body (LAB)
co-chairman Chering Dorjay today
claimed that the situation in Ladakh
is far from normal and urged the
government to immediately lift re-
strictions and release those detained
to restore public confidence.

Leh Apex Body and Kargil Demo-
cratic Alliance(KDA) have been
spearheading an agitation for the
last four years for statehood restora-
tion and constitutional safeguards
for Ladakh. Both groups withdrew
from the talks with the Centre fol-
lowing last week's violence that left
four dead and over 100 injured.

Dorjay said that despite the claim
of calm, the reality on the ground
tells a different story. 

“People who are looking at the
surface think everything is normal
here, but it is completely fake. The
internet is still shut down, there are
restrictions on people, and question-
ing of locals continues,” he told re-
porters in Leh.

Bihar CM Nitish Kumar 
inaugurates Patna Metro
Patna: In a landmark step, Bihar
Chief Minister Nitish Kumar today
inaugurated the Patna Metro Rail
Service, marking a new era in the
state’s infrastructure development.
Patna Metro operations began ahead
of the assembly elections, most like-
ly to be announced by this evening.

The Chief Minister flagged off the
metro train from the ISBT Depot, of-
ficially launching the first phase of
the project. He also became the first
passenger of the Patna Metro, travel-
ling from ISBT to Bhutnath via Zero
Mile. Both Deputy Chief Ministers
Samrat Choudhary and Vijay Kumar
Sinha, along with several cabinet
ministers and senior officials, ac-
companied him during the ride.

The Patna Metro will be opened
for the public from tomorrow. In its
initial phase, the metro will operate
between ISBT and Bhutnath Road,
covering three stations over a dis-
tance of 4.5 kilometres. The minimum
fare as of now has been fixed at Rs 15,
and trains will run every 20 minutes,
completing 40 to 42 trips daily.

Haryana, Japan 
strengthen economic ties
Chandigarh: Haryana Chief Minister
Nayab Singh Saini, curently on a visit to
Japan, held discussions with senior min-
isters of the Japanese Government today
on deepening economic, industrial and
cultural cooperation between Haryana
and Japan.

Haryana Industry and Commerce
Minister, Rao Narbir Singh was also pre-
sent.

Chief Minister Saini met Miyaji Taku-
ma, Minister of State for Foreign Affairs of
Japan, and discussed avenues to enhance
trade and investment between Haryana
and Japan.

The Chief Minister invited Japan to
participate as a ‘Partner Country’ in the
upcoming Happening Haryana Global In-
vestors Summit 2026, scheduled for April
2026.

Later, the Chief Minister also met Koga
Yuichiro, Minister of State, Ministry of
Economy, Trade and Industry (METI),
Japan. 

The discussions focused on strength-
ening collaboration between Haryana
and Japanese industries, particularly in
the micro, small, and medium enterprise
(MSME) sector.

Both sides explored potential invest-
ments in emerging sectors such as future
mobility, green energy, advanced elec-
tronics and semiconductors, infrastruc-
ture development, and digital transfor-
mation.

Says OBC leaders betrayed own community PM Modi hails V K Malhotra in tribute

Seeks clarification on order forcing his resignation as minister


