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Lucknow (UNI)
Normal life across Ut-

tar Pradesh came to a
grinding halt on Tuesday
as a severe cold wave and
dense fog blanketed the
state, disrupting rail, air,
and road transport.

Over 250 trains have
been delayed by two to
ten hours at major rail-
way stations including
Kanpur, Prayagraj, Luc-
know, Gorakhpur, Agra,
and Jhansi. Several flights
have also been affected
due to near-zero visibility.

Dense fog has en-
veloped 30 cities across
the state, including Luc-
know, Kanpur, and
Gorakhpur, bringing visi-
bility down to zero in
many areas. Dew drops
are falling like rain show-

ers in several parts, while
biting cold winds have
left streets deserted.

Most streets are de-
serted. The chilly winds
are making it feel as cold
as the mountains.
Schools up to Class 8
have been closed in mul-
tiple districts including
Rae Bareli, Sultanpur,
Varanasi, Jaunpur, Un-
nao, Sonbhadra, Mirza-
pur, Sambhal, and
Ambedkar Nagar.

Barabanki recorded
the lowest temperature in
the state at 4.5 degrees
Celsius on Monday, ac-
cording to the meteoro-
logical department.
Twenty-six districts were
colder than hill stations
Nainital (6°C) and Shimla
(11°C).

Dense fog, cold wave paralyse Uttar
Pradesh; over 250 trains delayed

New Delhi (UNI) 
Delhi Lieutenant Gover-

nor V.K. Saxena has written
a strongly worded letter to
former chief minister
Arvind Kejriwal, accusing
him of “double speak”, pro-
longed neglect and “crimi-
nal inaction” on the issue of
air pollution, holding the
AAP government’s 11-year
tenure responsible for the
present emergency-like sit-
uation in the Capital.

In the letter, Saxena al-
leged that Kejriwal showed

gross indifference towards
air pollution during his
time in office and recalled a
personal conversation in
which the former chief
minister had allegedly
downplayed the issue, say-
ing it was a seasonal phe-
nomenon that attracted at-
tention for only a few days
every year. Quoting Kejriw-
al, the LG wrote that he was
told not to give the matter
much importance as me-
dia, activists and courts
would eventually “forget”
it.

Saxena said that 11
years of neglect and inac-
tion by Kejriwal and his
government had pushed
Delhi into a severe air pol-
lution crisis. 

Kejriwal blocked my number
after defeat, refused to meet:
Delhi LG VK Saxena in letter

Agartala (UNI) 
The Bangladesh Assis-

tant High Commission in
Agartala has suspended
all visa-related and con-
sular operations effec-

tive from today, claiming
unavoidable circum-
stances.

In a statement, S M
Almas Hossain, who
serves as the First Secre-

tary and Head of Mis-
sion, clarified that the
suspension encompass-
es all categories of visa
processing and consular
services.

Bangladesh stops visa service in Agartala

Thanga Anki 
procession begins,
to reach Sabarimala
on Friday

Sabarimala (Kerala):
The ceremonial proces-
sion carrying the
Thanga Anki (golden at-
tire) to be adorned on
Lord Ayyappa at Sabari-
mala for the annual
Mandala Pooja com-
menced at 7 am on
Tuesday from the his-
toric Aranmula
Parthasarathy Temple.

The Thanga Anki,
presented to Lord
Ayyappa by the Travan-
core Maharaja, will
reach the Sabarimala
Sannidhanam on the
evening of December
26, where it will be cere-
monially received and
adorned on the deity,
followed by Deeparad-
hana the same evening.

The Mandala Pooja
will be held on Decem-
ber 27 during the auspi-
cious time between
10.10 am and 11.30 am,
with the deity adorned
in the Thanga Anki.

Varanasi police announce
Rs 50,000 reward on 
kingpin in Codeine syrup
smuggling case
Varanasi: The Varanasi
Police have announced
a reward of Rs 50,000 for
information leading to
the arrest of Shubham
Jaiswal, the alleged king-
pin of a large-scale
codeine-based cough
syrup smuggling syndi-
cate operating in Uttar
Pradesh.

Lookout notices have
also been issued against
four of his absconding
associates.

The accused are
wanted under the NDPS
Act, financial fraud
charges, and other seri-
ous sections of law. 


