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By Special Correspondent
Bhopal: The Congress on
Monday termed the defeat
of the Women’s Reservation
Amendment Bill in Parlia-
ment as a “victory for
democracy and the Consti-
tution”, asserting that a
united Opposition had
thwarted what it described
as the Centre’s attempt to
consolidate power through
delimitation.

According to party lead-
ers, the voting on the
amendment exposed pub-
lic rejection of “divisive pol-
itics”. Of the 528 votes cast,
298 were in favour while
230 opposed the Bill, re-
sulting in its failure to pass.
The Congress maintained
that while it fully supports
women’s reservation, it op-
poses linking the provision

to census and delimitation
exercises.

Reiterating its long-
standing commitment, the
party noted that it had
backed the Nari Shakti Van-
dan Adhiniyam in Septem-
ber 2023 and has historical-
ly championed women’s
political empowerment—
from proposing 33 per

cent reservation in pan-
chayats in 1989 to enabling
constitutional amend-
ments in the early 1990s
that ensured representa-
tion in local bodies.

The Congress further al-
leged that the government’s

approach was aimed at de-
laying implementation and
manipulating electoral
arithmetic. It demanded
immediate enforcement of
reservation within the ex-
isting 543 Lok Sabha seats,
a sub-quota for OBC
women, and the decou-
pling of reservation from
census and delimitation
processes.  Calling the issue
a broader struggle for rights
and representation, the
party said women across
the country are no longer
willing to wait. It urged the
government to move be-
yond “rhetoric” and
demonstrate genuine com-
mitment through decisive
action.

Opposition unity blocks women’s reservation: Cong
Bhopal: The festival of Parashuram Jayanti was
celebrated with great devotion and enthusi-
asm across the city on Monday, with the main
programme held at Gufa Mandir. Devotees
paid floral tributes at the statue of Lord
Parashurama and participated in traditional
worship rituals.

Members of Brahmin community partici-
pated in Abhishek ceremonies, special pujas,
and the chanting of Vedic hymns to invoke the
blessings of the warrior-sage at Gufa Mandir.

The city resonated with religious chants as
devotees gathered at various temples to honor
the sixth avatar of Lord Vishnu. 

On the occasion, the Progressive Brahmin
Federation of India unveiled its official poster
at the Parashurama Temple complex. The
event began with garlanding the deity’s por-
trait, followed by rituals and worship.

A large number of dignitaries, youth, and
community members attended the pro-
gramme. Office bearers also shared details
about the organization’s objectives and up-
coming initiatives, emphasizing unity and cul-
tural preservation.

Parashuram Jayanti celebrated with devotion 

Bhopal: Mass marriage ceremonies were held
in the capital and across Madhya Pradesh on
Akshaya Tritiya on Monday, marking a signif-
icant day for weddings. It is estimated that
approximately 5,000 weddings took place in
Bhopal city and its surrounding rural areas,
while across the entire state, this figure ex-
ceeded 20,000.

Bhopal: A major mass marriage ceremony
was organized at the Gufa Mandir. Under the
guidance of community elders, the Jinagar
Community organized its 4th Mass Marriage
Conference at Manas Bhawan, located within
the Gufa Mandir premises in Lalghati. The
grand ceremony witnessed 14 couples tying
the knot as per Vedic rituals, marking the be-
ginning of their married lives in a dignified
and culturally rich atmosphere.

The event was conducted with remarkable
discipline, proper arrangements, and strict
adherence to traditional customs. Patron
Bhagwandas Dhalia emphasized that such

mass marriages strengthen social unity and
provide a platform for economically weaker

families to conduct weddings without finan-
cial burden.  The programme saw the pres-

ence of key organizers and dignitaries, in-
cluding Conference Committee President

Gajendra Pawar and several community lead-
ers. Representatives from different parts of
the country attended the function and were
felicitated by the organizing committee.

Mass weddings held across the city
The Banjara Colony near Bhadbhada,

Bhopal, became a ‘mini-wedding street’ with
14 weddings occurring in a single street. More
than 150 couples married in the Fanda area.

The All India Pal Mahasabha organized 51
weddings at Bittan Market’s Dussehra
Ground. The initiatives highlighted the spirit
of cooperation, brotherhood, and collective
responsibility, reinforcing the importance of
community-driven efforts in preserving tradi-
tions while supporting social harmony.

These events, often supported by the
Mukhyamantri Kanya Vivah/Nikah Yojana,
are aimed at reducing financial burdens on
families and promoting social harmony.

Mass wedding ceremonies held in capital and across state
Jinagar community hosts grand mass marriage at Gufa Mandir▼

NSUI stages protest over
remarks against their leader

By Special Correspondent
Bhopal: The National
Students’ Union of India
(NSUI) on Monday
staged a strong protest
in Bhopal against al-
leged derogatory re-
marks made by Door-
darshan anchor Ashok
Srivastava against
Leader of the Opposi-
tion Rahul Gandhi, as
well as the arrest of
NSUI activists in Delhi
over the issue.

The demonstration
was held outside the Pradesh Congress Committee
office and led by State NSUI president Ashutosh
Chouksey. Agitated workers raised slogans and
burnt an effigy of the Prime Minister to register their
protest.

Addressing the gathering, Chouksey described
the incident as a direct attack on democratic values.
He alleged that offensive remarks against a senior
opposition leader Rahul Gandhi, coupled with the
arrest of protesting students, reflected an attempt by
the government to suppress dissent.

He asserted that the NSUI would continue its
struggle against injustice and defend democracy,
freedom of expression, and students’ rights. A large
number of party workers participated in the protest.

Scouts launch cooling lifeline at
Bhopal, Bina, and Itarsi Stations

Bhopal: As the
summer heat in-
tensifies, the
Bharat Scouts and
Guides of Bhopal
Division have
stepped up to pro-
vide much-needed
relief to com-
muters. On April
20, 2026, the “Wa-

ter Distribution Service” was officially
inaugurated across the major railway
hubs of Bhopal, Bina, and Itarsi. Under
the leadership of District Commission-
er and Senior DPO Vijay Singh, the ini-
tiative kicked off with volunteers serv-
ing chilled, clean drinking water to
passengers on parched platforms.

Approximately 80 dedicated Scouts
and Guides have joined this mission,
demonstrating an inspiring spirit of self-
less service. Senior DCM Saurabh Kataria
highlighted that such humanitarian ef-
forts are vital for passenger comfort dur-
ing the grueling summer months. 

The initiative has received widespread
praise from travelers, with the railway
administration reaffirming its commit-
ment to
c o n t i n u e
these pub-
lic welfare
activities.
T h r o u g h
this simple
yet pro-
found ges-
ture, the
S c o u t s
have once
a g a i n
proved that
service re-
mains at
the heart of
their jour-
ney.

Government of India 

INVITING EXPRESSION OF INTEREST 
The Ministry of Corporate Affairs (MCA)

invites companies to participate as Partner
Companies under the pilot project of the

Prime Minister Internship Scheme (PMIS) to
offer internship opportunities across India. 

ELIGIBLE COMPANIES

★ Companies which have participated in
PMIS Pilot Round 1 and/or Round 2 

★ Top 2000 companies based on average CSR
expenditure over the last three years

★ Having an annual turnover of `1,000 crore
or more (preceding financial year) and CSR
expenditure or having a net worth of `500
crore or more (preceding financial year)
and CSR expenditure. 

★ Detailed guidelines and List of eligible
companies can be seen-at PMIS portal
(www.pminternship.mca.govin) 

SUBMISSION OF EXPRESSION OF INTEREST 

Companies are requested to submit their
Expression of Interest (Eol) in the prescribed
format at pmisindustrysupport@mca.gov.in 

Participate to enhance youth employability
through skill development and industry
exposure. 
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