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Kolkata (UNI)
West Bengal Chief Minister Mamata
Banerjee today announced the
launch of a statewide “language
movement” starting July 26, accus-
ing the BJP-led central government
and several states ruled by the saf-
fron outfit of targeting the Bengali
culture and identity.

Her announcement came during
the Trinamool Congress’s (TMC) an-
nual Martyrs’ Day rally, which drew a
massive crowd in Kolkata and car-
ried deep emotional and political
undertones.

The 21 July Martyrs’ Day rally is
held annually by the TMC to com-
memorate 13 people killed allegedly

by West Bengal Police during a 1993
protest by the Youth Congress
against the erstwhile Left Front gov-
ernment of Bengal.

Led by Mamata Banerjee, then

state Youth Congress president, the
protest — called “Writers’ Chalo Ab-
hiyan” — demanded that voter ID
cards be the sole proof for voting to
curb purported widespread electoral
fraud, referred to as “scientific rig-
ging” by the opposition parties and a
section of the media.

Addressing the gathering, Banerjee
alleged that a “systematic attack” is un-
derway on Bengali identity, with re-
ports of Bengali-speaking individuals
being harassed and even arrested in
states like Madhya Pradesh, Odisha,
and Rajasthan - all ruled by the BJP.

“Over a thousand people have
been jailed just for speaking in Ben-
gali,” Banerjee said.

Mamata launches statewide “Language Movement”
Thiruvananthapuram (UNI)
Marking the end of an era in Kerala’s
CPI(M)-led Left movement, commu-
nist veteran and former Kerala Chief
Minister V.S. Achuthanandan passed
away at SUT Hospital here today at
3.20 pm.

The 102-year-old comrade, often
referred to as the ‘Fidel Castro of Ker-
ala,’ was admitted to the Intensive
Care Unit of SUT Hospital following
a heart attack on June 23, shortly af-
ter returning home from a routine
check-up on June 22.

He is survived by his wife K. Va-
sumathi, son V.A. Arun Kumar, and
daughter Dr. V. Asha.

Chief Minister Pinarayi Vijayan,
CPI(M) State Secretary M.V. Govin-
dan, ministers, party leaders, and
several others visited the hospital
before his demise.

Achuthanandan’s death marks
the end of a chapter in Kerala’s Left
movement - his life bridging grass-
roots struggles and state leadership,
with unwavering commitment to
labour rights and land reform. 

His journey from youthful rebel to
elder statesman earned him deep re-

spect across political lines.
He served as Chief Minister of

Kerala from 2006 to 2011, and later
as the Chairman of the Administra-
tive Reforms Commission with cabi-

net rank from 2016 to 2021. 
He was also a three-time Leader

of the Opposition in the Kerala Leg-
islative Assembly. 

Born on October 20, 1923, in Pun-
napra, Alappuzha, he entered poli-
tics through trade union activism
and joined the State Congress in
1938.  By 1940, he became a member
of the Communist Party of India
(CPI). He participated in the 1946
Punnapra–Vayalar uprising and
spent years in prison and under-
ground. Over his 40-year political ca-
reer, he was imprisoned for five years
and six months, and spent four and a
half years in hiding. He served as
Secretary of the CPI(M) Kerala State
Committee from 1980 to 1992. 

VS Achuthanandan passes away

MK Stalin hosptalised
due to mild giddiness
Chennai: Tamil Nadu Chief Minister and
DMK President M K Stalin was admitted to
Apollo Hospitals here today due to mild
giddiness. A hospital statement said Mr
Stalin had mild giddiness during his rou-
tine morning walking.

He has been admitted to Apollo Hospi-
tal for evaluation of his symptoms and the
necessary diagnostic tests are being, a Dr
Anil B G, Director Medical Services, said.

Mr Stalin’s official engagements includ-
ing his two-day official visit to Tiruppur
district tomorrow and the day after, were
cancelled due to his hospitalisation.

Modi condoles passing away of former Kerala CM
New Delhi: Prime Minister Narendra Modi today condoled the death of former
Kerala Chief Minister VS Achuthanandan, recalling the veteran leader’s long
years in public service. In a post on X, Modi said: “Saddened by the passing of
former Kerala CM Shri VS Achuthanandan Ji. He devoted many years of his life
to public service and Kerala’s progress.” The Prime Minister also recalled his in-
teractions as Gujarat Chief Minister with the veteran leader. “I recall our inter-
actions when we both served as Chief Ministers of our respective states. My
thoughts are with his family and supporters in this sad hour.”

Himachal CM directs
administrations to
stay vigilant
Shimla: With no respite
from the ongoing spell of
torrential rains, Himachal
Pradesh Chief Minister
Thakur Sukhvinder Singh
Sukhu today, took feed-
back over telephone from
the Deputy Commission-
ers, to assess the situation
affecting various districts
in the state. In the light of
prevailing weather condi-
tions, he directed them to
remain alert and take
proactive measures to
avert any untoward inci-
dents. He also urged the
people not to go nearer to
the rivers and nullahas
during the rainy season.

Jharkhand Govt
silent as atrocities
on girls rise: BJP
Ranchi: BJP spokesperson
Rafia Naaz today tore into
the Jharkhand govern-
ment, accusing it of turn-
ing a blind eye to a series of
brutal crimes against
women and minor girls,
including witch-hunting,
rape, and abduction. “The
state talks of women em-
powerment, but Jhark-
hand’s daughters live in
fear and trauma,” she said,
questioning the silence of
the government and the
inaction of the State
Women’s Commission.

Citing three recent inci-
dents, Naaz said a woman
in Hazaribagh’s Barhi was
stripped, tortured with
blades, and paraded on
witchcraft allegations — a
shocking reminder of the
failure to enforce the anti-
witch-hunting law. In
Kolebira, a 13-year-old girl
was abducted, raped, and
blackmailed with an ob-
scene video.

Three killed, three hurt in
TN Cracker Unit explosion
Chennai: Three workers were killed and
an equal number injured in an explosion
at a cracker manufacturing unit at Andiya-
puram village near Sivakasi in the south-
ern Virudhuangar district of Tamil Nadu,
today. Reports received at the pol9ce
headquarters here confirmed the death of
three workers in the blast.

The deceased included two women
and three others sustained injuries, ac-
cording to reports received from the spot.

The workers were busy engaged in mix-
ing chemical for manufacturing crackers
when the blast occurred in one of the
sheds due to friction.

Three workers were charred to death
on the spot, while three others injured.

Police, Fire and Rescue department
personnel rushed to the spot battled hard
for nearly an hour and put out the blaze.

They also shifted the bodies to the gov-
ernment hospital for postmortem and ad-
mitted the injured workers for treatment.

Senior district officials also rushed to
the spot to oversee the relief works.


