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KOHIMA:  Deputy Chair-
man of Rajya Sabha 
Harivansh on Monday 
underscored the North 
East’s growing role in 
India’s development jour-
ney. Addressing the inau-
gural session of the 22nd 
Annual Conference of the 
Commonwealth Parlia-
mentary Association (CPA) 
India Region Zone-III com-
posed of eight NE states 
here, Harivansh said the 
legislature remains the 
cornerstone of democracy 
and must act as the bridge 
between policy and peo-
ple. He said the confer-
ence’s theme, ‘Policy, Prog-
ress & People: Legislatures 
as Catalysts of Change’, 
reflects the contempo-
rary challenge of balanc-
ing development with 
social and environmental 
responsibility. Harivansh 
noted that Prime Minis-
ter Narendra Modi has set 
the goal of making India a 
developed nation by 2047, 
and that each state must 
contribute by aligning its 
priorities with this national 
vision.“Every state must 
achieve its respective tar-
gets and priorities, which 

will together help India 
attain this ambitious 
goal,” he said. He high-
lighted the government’s 
focused efforts to address 
the socio-economic aspi-
rations of the North East, 
citing the Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi’s nearly 
70 visits to the region and 
continuous ministerial 
engagements as evidence 
of the region’s central 
place in India’s develop-
ment agenda.

“The North East, with 
4 per cent of India’s pop-
ulation and 8 per cent of 
its area, has shown what 
focus and persistence can 
achieve,” Harivansh said. 
He pointed out that bud-
getary provisions for the 

region have risen sharply 

— from about Rs 24,500 
crore in 2014 to a targeted 
Rs 1.8 lakh crore in the cur-
rent financial year.

He added that connec-
tivity has improved signifi-
cantly, with 6,000 km of 
new national highways and 
over 45,000 km of rural 
roads completed under 
the PMGSY. “By the end of 
this year, every village in 
the North East will be con-
nected by 4G,” he said, not-
ing that internal connectiv-
ity is now being prioritised 
alongside links with the 

rest of India.Harivansh 
also pointed to industrial 
progress, mentioning the 
upcoming semiconductor 
plant at Jagiroad, Assam, 
which is expected to pro-
duce 48 million chips and 
create 15,000 direct jobs, 
boosting the regional econ-
omy.

He urged that devel-
opment must remain in 
harmony with nature, 
stressing that the North 
East, rich in ecology and 
biodiversity, serves as the 
“lungs of the earth”.

‘NE vital for India’s growth’
Legislature remains the cornerstone of democracy

‘Nagaland has greatly aided  
nation-building’

“The North East, 
with its diverse tribes, 
languages and tradi-
tions, stands as a shin-
ing example of unity in 
diversity and democratic 
spirit,” he said, adding 
that Nagaland has con-
tributed immensely to 
nation-building through 
its commitment to peace 
and harmony.

He said the confer-
ence theme encapsulates 
the legislators’ duty “to 
translate policies into 

progress and ensure peo-
ple remain at the heart 
of governance”. The two 
plenary topics — “Role of 
Legislature in Achieving 
Viksit Bharat 2047” and 

“Climate Change in the 
Light of Recent Cloud-
bursts and Landslides in 
the North East” — reflect 
the dual priorities of 
growth and sustainabil-
ity, he added.

“Climate change is no 
longer a distant concept 
but a pressing reality”, 
Longkumer said, calling 
for stronger legislative 
and policy responses to 
enhance disaster pre-
paredness and resilience 
in the region.

HIGHLIGHT

z Climate change is a 
pressing reality.

z Indigenous plants, 
bamboo offer eco-
economic potential.

GST benefit 
MUMBAI: Term insurance 
is an essential part of any 
individual’s financial plan. 
It provides a strong foun-
dation by acting as an 
income replacement tool 
for the family if the earn-
ing member passes away, 
ensuring that financial 
goals are still achievable. 
Recently, the Indian 
Government introduced 
reforms that exempted 
all insurance policies 
from GST. Customers ear-
lier paid 18% of the pre-
mium amount as GST, for 
instance, if an individual 
had to pay a premium Rs. 
100, over and above this 
Rs. 18 was charged as GST. 
With the GST exemption 
the individual now has to 
pay only Rs. 100. This has 
made life insurance prod-
ucts cheaper, including 
term insurance products.
Specifically, ICICI Pru-
dential Life Insurance has 
passed on the entire GST 
exemption benefit to its 
customers, in line with 
its commitment towards 
delivering the best value 
to its customers. Thus, 
making insurance plans 
more affordable and 
accessible for every Indian 
family.

JAMMU: PDP president 
Mehbooba Mufti on Mon-
day accused the National 
Conference government 
in Jammu Kashmir of 
failing to fulfil its prom-
ises even after complet-
ing one year in office, 
claiming that it secured 
a large mandate in last 
year’s Assembly polls but 
has “nothing to show” 
when it came to gover-
nance or development. 
The former J-K chief 
minister said people 
participated in the elec-
tions in large numbers, 
even in areas that ear-
lier witnessed poll boy-
cotts, to form a strong 
government, hoping for 
stability and relief from 
years of grievances and 
problems. “The National 
Conference-Congress 
government got around 
50 seats, they got MPs, 
and have three mem-
bers in the Rajya Sabha 
now. But despite such a 

strong mandate, nothing 
has been done,” she told 
reporters here. People 
of Budgam showed their 
respect for Chief Minister 
Omar Abdullah by giving 
him a strong mandate in 
the elections, but ques-
tioned his absence in the 
segment thereafter, she 
claimed. Bypolls will be 
held in Budgam, along 
with Nagrota, on Tues-
day. The constituency 
fell vacant after Abdullah 
chose to retain Gander-
bal and vacate Budgam 
after winning both the 
seats in last year’s elec-
tions.

“Where was he (Abdul-
lah) for the past year? 
Promises were made on 
electricity, ration, gas cyl-
inders, and employment, 
but none of them were 
fulfilled,” she alleged.
The PDP chief also said 
that instead of listing the 
government’s achieve-
ments, Omar Abdullah is 
“only targeting the PDP 
in his speeches”. “He 
(Abdullah) has no work 
to show. Had they done 
anything worth telling, 
they wouldn’t be repeat-
ing PDP’s name every-
where,” Mufti said.

Calling the election 
effort in Budgam “dis-
proportionate” and “mis-
use” of state machinery, 
Mufti said, “For just one 
seat, Omar Abdullah and 
his entire government 
are sitting here. Every 
MLA is going door-to-
door, and the entire 
administration is being 
used,” she alleged. Mufti 

also accused the govern-
ment of not acting on 
the assurances for jailed 
political workers. “They 
went door-to-door say-
ing they would bring our 
people back from jails or 
fight their cases them-
selves. But nothing has 
happened. We are left 
with no option but to go 
to the court ourselves,” 
she said. On the allega-
tions of land grabbing by 
the chief minister, Mufti 
claimed the land rights 
Bill introduced in the 
Assembly was brought 
on the assurance of the 
National Conference in 
exchange for Rajya Sabha 
support.

Congress to rid Assam of 
‘syndicates’: Gaurav Gogoi
Press Trust Of India

GUWAHATI:   Assam Con-
gress president Gaurav 
Gogoi on Monday alleged 
that the people of the 
state are being burdened 
under ‘syndicates’ and 
‘Mami tax’, in an appar-
ent reference to Chief 
Minister Himanta Biswa 
Sarma’s wife. He asserted 
that the Congress, if voted 
to power in the assembly 
elections next year, will 

take measures against 
people involved in illegal 
businesses.Addressing a 
joining programme at Phi-
lobari in Tinsukia district, 
Gogoi claimed that ‘Mami 
tax’ is being collected ille-
gally in the state.He was 
alluding to the CM’s wife 
Riniki Bhuyan Sarma, an 
entrepreneur. The chief 
minister is often called 
‘Mama’ (maternal uncle) 
in the state. The Congress 
leader alleged that anyone 

trying to start an enter-
prise or create employ-
ment in the state has to 
pay the so-called ‘Mami 
tax’. Gogoi claimed that 
the public is now being 
crushed under ‘coal syn-
dicates’, ‘sand syndicates’ 
and ‘supari (betel nut) 
syndicates’.

He assured the people 
of taking strong action 
against such illegal sys-
tems once the Congress 
comes to power.

Dy Chairman of Rajya Sabha Harivansh.

SP chief Akhilesh Yadav.

PUNE:  The Nation-
alist Congress Party 
and NCP (SP) will unit-
edly fight polls to the 
Chandgad municipal 
council in Kolhapur 
district, Maharashtra 
minister Hasan Mushrif 
said on Monday.This is 
the first time the two 
factions will be fighting 
polls together since the 
Sharad Pawar-founded 
party split in July 2023 
after Ajit Pawar and 
several MLAs, includ-
ing Mushrif, joined the 
then Eknath Shinde 
government. Address-
ing a press conference, 
Mushrif said the two 
factions will fight as an 
alliance named Rajar-
shi Shahu Maharaj 
Aghadi. “The BJP has 
been maintaining it 
would contest elections 
in alliance wherever it 
is possible but where 
it is not possible, the 
alliance partners will 
contest alone. In such 
a case, if BJP is not 
going to talk to NCP in 
Chandgad for munic-
ipal council polls, 
why NCP will contest 
the election alone,” 
Mushrif said. Mushrif 
said he brought the 
leaders from both the 
factions together and 
an alliance was forged. 
“I am sure the alliance 
will stay together in 
the future as party 
workers from both the 
parties have worked 
together when the 
party was united,” the 
minister added. For-
mer MLA Rajesh Patil 
and Nanda Babhulkar 
will jointly contest the 
polls, he said.After 
the split, Ajit Pawar’s 
faction got the NCP 
name and ‘clock’ sym-
bol, while the group 
under Sharad Pawar 
was christened NCP 
 (SP).

Mushrif 
seals deal
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‘Omar govt did nothing in past one year’

Abdullah has no 
work to show

Mehbooba Mufti 

PDP president
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z If mandatory, why not 
enforced earlier?

zSuch a “divisive 
mindset” remained 
a challenge for the 
country
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‘Constitution framers made 
‘Vande Mataram’ matter of choice’
Central Chronicle News

Patriotism cannot 
be imposed as the 
Constitution guar-
antees freedom of 
choice.

LUCKNOW: Hitting out at 
the Uttar Pradesh gov-
ernment’s decision to 
make singing “Vande 
Mataram” compulsory 
in all schools and educa-
tional institutions, Sam-
ajwadi Party (SP) chief 
Akhilesh Yadav said 
patriotism cannot be 
imposed as the Constitu-
tion guarantees freedom 
of choice. Responding 
to Chief Minister Yogi 
Adityanath’s announce-
ment, Yadav said, “If I 
want to offer someone a 
laddoo and they say they 
prefer cake, can I force-
fully put the laddoo in 
their mouth? What kind 
of logic is that?”

He said people fought 

the British because they 
wanted freedom and 
their own constitution. 
Babasaheb Bhimrao 
Ambedkar framed that 
Constitution, and the 
debates at that time 
were thorough; that is 
why a national anthem 
and a national song were 
adopted. “If singing 
either was to be man-
datory, why was it not 
made compulsory then? 
The makers of the Con-
stitution left that as a 
matter of choice,” Yadav 
said at a press confer-
ence here. Debate over 
India’s national song 

rekindled last week 
when Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi said after 
inaugurating the year-
long commemoration 
of 150 years of “Vande 
Mataram” that dropping 
key stanzas in 1937 had 
“sown the seeds of Par-
tition”. Such a “divisive 
mindset” remained a 
challenge for the coun-
try, he said in remarks 
seen as an attack on the 
Congress.The SP chief 
also pointed out that 
even BJP leaders have 
not always stood up to 
sing the national song or 
anthem when asked to 

do so in the Parliament.
Recalling his own 

school days, he said, “I 
studied at the (Dholpur) 
Military School, where 

both the national 
song and anthem were 
sung regularly during 
morning prayers. So, I 
have grown up with that 
tradition.”

Taking a dig at the 
ruling BJP, Yadav alleged 
that the government 
was driven by sentiment 
rather than substance. 
“They are running the 
government on emo-
tions. Every day, they 
find a new emotion to 
exploit,” he said. 


