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TEZPUR:  Continuing their 
agitation since mid-Sep-
tember against Vice 
Chancellor Shambhu 
Nath Singh alleging cor-
ruption and financial 
irregularities, students of 
Assam’s Tezpur Univer-
sity have shut down the 
institution demanding 
immediate replacement 
of the VC. The students 
of this central varsity 
have shut down all ser-
vices, including all forms 
of academic activities, in 
the campus from Novem-
ber 29 located in Sonit-
pur district for an indef-
inite period, forcing the 
administration to cancel 
all end-term examina-
tions. The Tezpur Uni-

versity Teachers’ Associ-
ation (TUTA) and Tezpur 
University Non-Teaching 
Employees’ Association 
have extended their full 
support to the agitation, 
being carried out under 
the aegis of Tezpur Uni-
versity United Forum 
(TUUF), thereby making 
the university non-func-
tional for the last four 
days. The VC abstained 
from the campus after 
the university had wit-
nessed heated scenes 
and an exchange of 
words between him and 
students on September 
22, leading to a situa-
tion where Singh had to 
nearly flee from the spot.

“Our protest contin-
ued for the third month, 
but no concrete step 

has been taken yet. So, 
we intensified our agi-
tation and started the 
lockdown. Students, fac-
ulty and non-teaching 
staff are united with just 
one uncompromising 

demand -- immediate sus-
pension of the abscond-
ing VC,” a student mem-
ber of the TUUF told PTI.

The situation in Tez-
pur University had been 
tense since mid-Septem-

ber with students accus-
ing the VC and varsity 
authorities of not show-
ing due respect to cul-
tural icon Zubeen Garg 
even as the state was 
mourning his death.

Tezpur varsity shut 
after student unrest

Students demand immediate replacement of the VC.

‘Need to bring back educational 
atmosphere to normalcy’

“The need of the hour 
is to bring back the edu-
cational atmosphere 
to normalcy. For one 
individual, the highest 
temple of learning can-
not be allowed to suffer. 
The government should 
be cautious in the mat-
ter of appointment of VC 
and any extraneous con-
sideration should not be 
pursued in appointing 

VCs,” he added. Due to 
the indefinite shutdown, 
the TU administration 
has cancelled the upcom-
ing end-term examina-
tions and announced that 
these will be rescheduled 

to ensure that students 
are not academically dis-
advantaged.

This is the first 
instance in the history of 
the university that aca-
demic schedules, 

that too end-term 
examinations, have been 
formally altered due to 
a student-led uprising 
against an administrative 
head.
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z TU administration has 
cancelled the upcoming 
end-term examinations.

MPs in RS for gender-
safe transport system
Press Trust Of India

Women in smaller 
towns still struggle 
daily to commute to 
education and work.

NEW DELHI: Members of 
Parliament on Tuesday 
sought gender-safe trans-
port systems and mea-
sures to prevent cyber 
crime in India, among 
others, while raising 
matters of urgent impor-
tance during the Special 
Mentions in the Rajya 
Sabha.Rekha Sharma, 
BJP’s Rajya Sabha mem-
ber from Haryana, high-
lighted the need for safe, 
reliable, and modern 
public transport systems 
in the country’s small and 
medium towns. “While 
metropolitan cities have 
seen improvement in 
bus, metro services and 

surveillance systems, 
thousands of women in 
tier two and tier three 
towns still face daily chal-
lenges simply in commut-
ing to schools, colleges, 
and workplaces,” she 
said. Sharma demanded 
creation of “gender-safe” 
smart transport networks 
across such towns.

“Many women hesi-
tate to use public trans-
port after sunset because 
bus stops are poorly lit. 
Solar powered LED light-
ing, CCTV enabled shel-
ters and clean seating 
arrangements can make 
a significant difference (in 
this regard),” she said.

Safe mobility strength-

ens women’s access 
to education, employ-
ment, entrepreneurship 
and social participa-
tion, Sharma said, and 
asked the government 
to look into it. Her party 
colleague from Uttar 
Pradesh, Dinesh Sharma, 
sought measures to 
check cyber crimes and 
raise awareness on cyber 
frauds. He said spread 
of cyber crimes is a seri-
ous issue as phishing, 
identification crimes like 
(identity) theft, online 
fraud and hacking have 
become common. Poor 
and the less technolog-
ically-aware people are 
becoming victims to such 
crimes, Sharma said.

He suggested stricter 
laws to protect the poor 
and uneducated citizens 
besides raising awareness 
about cyber frauds in vil-
lages, especially.
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z Sought measures 
to check cyber crimes 
and raise awareness on 
cyber frauds.

Students of Tezpur University protest at its main entrance 

Visa racket 
busted 
NEW DELHI: The Delhi 
Police has busted a Tamil 
Nadu–based racket alleg-
edly involved in arranging 
counterfeit French visas 
for Indian job seekers, an 
official said on Tuesday. 
Police have arrested a key 
agent and detained three 
passengers at the Indira 
Gandhi International Air-
port, he said. The incident 
came to light on October 
28 when three passen-
gers, namely Naveeraj 
Subramaniyam (23), Prab-
hakaran Senthilkumar (28) 
and Mohan Gandhi Elan-
govan (38), reported for 
immigration clearance at 
Terminal 3 of the airport 
for a flight to Paris. Dur-
ing scrutiny, the French 
D-type visas on their pass-
ports were found to be 
fake and missing essential 
security features. “A case 
under the relevant pro-
visions of the Bharatiya 
Nyaya Sanhita and the 
Passport Act was regis-
tered at IGI Airport police 
station. During question-
ing, it emerged that Nav-
eeraj’s fake visa had been 
arranged by his brother for 
Rs 6 lakh, while the other 
two had paid Rs 12 lakh 
each to an agent based in 
Namakkal district,” said 
the police officer. A team 
traced the agent, V Kannan 
(55), a resident of Namak-
kal, and arrested him from 
Tamil Nadu following tech-
nical surveillance and local 
inputs.

“Kannan, who runs a 
government-affiliated ITI 
in Paramathi and an over-
seas consultancy named 
Vetri Overseas in Velur, 
confessed to arranging 
fake visas for job aspi-
rants in collaboration 
with another agent, iden-
tified as Sathik Syed alias 
Abdul Hakim of Madurai,” 
Deputy Commissioner of 
Police (IGI) Vichitra Veer 
said in a statement. The 
officer further said that 
he allegedly lured at least 
16 aspirants by promising 
warehouse jobs in Paris 
and charged them after 
interviews, receiving pay-
ments through both bank 
transfers and cash. 


