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KOLKATA:   Tributes 
poured in from all quar-
ters of West Bengal’s polit-
ical spectrum on Monday 
for veteran leader Mukul 
Roy as both Chief Min-
ister Mamata Banerjee 
and Leader of the Oppo-
sition Suvendu Adhikari 
mourned the death of the 
state politics’ ‘Chanakya’.

Roy, 71, died of cardiac 
arrest early on Monday at 
a private hospital in Salt 
Lake after a prolonged 
illness. His death con-
cluded a five-decade-long 
political career during 
which he was part of the 
Congress, TMC and BJP, 
often being at the very 
centre of West Bengal’s 
power struggles.

In an emotionally 
worded post on X, Baner-
jee said she was “deeply 
shocked and grieved” at 
the sudden demise of her 
“long-time political col-
league and co-fighter in 
many struggles”.

“I am deeply shocked 
and grieved by the sud-
den news of the demise of 
veteran politician Mukul 
Roy. He was my long-time 
political colleague and a 
co-fighter in many politi-
cal struggles. The news of 
his departure has left me 
heartbroken,” she wrote.

“He devoted himself 
to the party from its very 
inception. 

TMC, BJP pay tributes to 
‘Chanakya’ Mukul Roy

PM mourns former Union minister, 
recalls his service and experience

Roy, 71, died of cardiac arrest at a Salt Lake hospital early Mon
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Religious discrimi-
nation is a violation 
of constitutional 
rights. 

JAIPUR: Former BJP MP 
Sukhbir Singh Jaunpuria 
kicked up a row dur-
ing a blanket distribu-
tion event at Rajasthan’s 
Tonk, when he allegedly 
took back a blanket given 
to a Muslim woman after 
asking her religion. The 
Congress condemned his 
action, saying religious 
discrimination is a vio-
lation of constitutional 
rights. Several Congress 
leaders shared a video 
of the incident in which 
Jaunpuria is seen pur-
portedly saying that 

those who abuse Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi 
have no right to take the 
blanket. The incident 
took place at a temple 
premises in Kareda vil-
lage of Niwai tehsil on 
Sunday afternoon, when 
the former MP had gone 
to invite people for Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi’s 
proposed visit to Ajmer 
on February 28. Accord-
ing to locals, blankets 
were initially handed out 
to women present at the 

event, but it was later 
taken back from a Mus-

lim woman. A video clip 
of the event shows Jau-
napuria purportedly say-
ing that those who abuse 
Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi have no right to 
take the blanket. 

He also said that the 
programme was his per-
sonal initiative and not 
linked to any government  
scheme.
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Ex-BJP MP takes back blanket 
after asking woman’s religion

Leaders pay homage to the mortal remains of BJP leader Mukul Roy, in Kolkata.

Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi said he was 
saddened by the passing 
of the former Union min-
ister and remembered 
him for his “political 
experience and efforts to 
serve society”.“Deeply 
saddened by the demise 
of former Union Minister 
Shri Mukul Roy ji. His vast 
political experience and 
dedicated efforts in social 
service will remain mem-
orable. My heartfelt con-
dolences to his family and 
supporters. Om Shanti,” 
he posted on X. Adhikari, 

who had once shared the 
TMC platform with Roy 
before switching over to 
the BJP, expressed condo-
lences and sent a wreath 
through his office.

“Deeply disheartened 

to learn about the sad 
demise of senior politi-
cian, Shri Mukul Roy. My 
sincere condolences to 
his family. Praying that his 
soul attains eternal peace. 
Om Shanti,” he wrote on 
X. BJP legislators, includ-
ing cricketer-turned-poli-
tician Ashok Dinda, were 
present at the assembly 
to pay their respects. 
Condolence messages 
also poured in from 
other political quarters, 
underlining Roy’s cross-
party equations built over 
decades.

HIGHLIGHT

z In his last years, he 
stepped back from active 
politics.

z In death, the ‘Chanakya’ 
united rivals.

Eight 
cheetahs to 
arrive 
SHEOPUR: Eight more 
cheetahs from Africa 
will be airlifted to Kuno 
National Park (KNP) in 
Madhya Pradesh on Febru-
ary 28, taking the number 
of these big cats in India 
to 46, officials said on 
Monday. The batch from 
Botswana, comprising six 
females and two males, 
will reach Gwalior on an 
Indian Air Force (IAF) 
plane and then be ferried 
by helicopters to KNP at 
around 9:30 am on Febru-
ary 28, MP Principal Chief 
Conservator of Forest 
(Wildlife) Subharanjan Sen 
told PTI. This is the third 
batch of cheetahs being 
brought in from Africa, 
after previous introduc-
tions from Namibia and 
South Africa. Cheetah 
Project Field Director 
Uttam Sharma told PTI 
enclosures have been 
prepared at KNP, where 
the animals will remain 
in quarantine for about 
a month. “Five heli-
pads have been built for 
their safe landing, and 
IAF helicopters have 
already completed trial 
runs. The arrival of more 
cheetahs will strengthen 
India’s cheetah revival 
programme. With the 
support of the central 
government, we aim to 
increase the population 
to 50,” Sharma asserted. 
The cheetah, the world’s 
fastest land animal, went 
extinct in India nearly 
seven decades ago.

Eight cheetahs were 
first flown from Namibia 
in September 2022, fol-
lowed by 12 from South 
Africa in February 2023. 
Last year, India saw the 
birth of 12 cubs, though 
six, including three cubs, 
did not survive. This 
year, between February 
7 and February 18, eight 
cubs were born in two lit-
ters. In all, 39 cubs have 
been born at KNP since 
2023, of which 27 have 
survived. Namibia-born 
Jwala and Aasha, South 
Africa-born Gamini, Veera 
and Nirva, and India-born 
Mukhi have all produced 
litters at KNP, officials  
said.

EC to discuss tech, 
EVM, roll sharing 
with states
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NEW DELHI: The Election 
Commission will discuss 
sharing technology with 
state poll panels, man-
dated to hold municipal 
and panchayat elections 
in states, at a conference 
here on Tuesday. The 
conference is being held 
after a gap of 27 years. 
The last such conference 
was held in 1999. State 
Election Commissioners 
of all states and Union 
Territories will partici-
pate along with their legal 
and technical experts. At 
the round table confer-
ence EC is holding with 
state election commis-
sions, “discussions will 

focus around sharing 
of technology, EVMs 
and electoral rolls, 
besides strengthening 
of electoral processes,” 
the poll authority said. 
State poll panels take 
EC’s electoral rolls, 
used for assembly polls, 
and employ them as 
per their requirements 
for holding local body 
polls. The shelf life of 
an EVM is 15 years, and 
machines at the end 
of their life cycle are 
usually given to state 
poll panels for holding 
local elections. The EC 
at present uses ‘M3’ or 
Mark III type of EVMs 
to hold Lok Sabha 
and assembly polls.  


