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Rail rewards
New Delhi: Indian Railways has hon-
ored three star cricketers—Pratika
Rawal, Sneh Rana, and Renuka Singh
Thakur—for their exceptional contri-
butions to India’s winning campaign at
the 2025 ICC Women’s World Cup. In
recognition of their achievement, the
trio has been given an out-of-turn pro-
motion to the prestigious Group ‘B’
Gazetted officer-grade post of Officer
on Special Duty (Sports).

Financial security and 
administrative roles await

This significant initiative by the
Railway Sports Promotion Board
(RSPB) ensures both financial secu-
rity and administrative roles for the
athletes, who will now receive the
salary and benefits under Level-8 of
the 7th Pay Commission.

The three stars—Pratika Rawal

(formerly Senior Clerk, Northern
Railway), Renuka Singh Thakur (for-
merly Junior Clerk, Northern Rail-
way), and Sneh Rana (formerly Com-
mercial-cum-Ticket Clerk, Northern
Railway)—were previously felicitat-
ed by Union Railway Minister Shri
Ashwini Vaishnaw. This move contin-
ues Indian Railways’ long-standing
tradition of supporting and encourag-
ing its athletes who consistently repre-
sent India on the global stage.
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Throwing its weight behind India on
its war on terror, Russia on Tuesday
said that it is ready to support India
in its ongoing fight saying it was al-
ready a victim and understands the
pain.

Without naming Pakistan, Krem-
lin spokesman Dmitry Peskov said
that Russia strongly condemns ter-
rorism in all its forms and from any
source. Preskov was addressing Indi-
an media through video conference
ahead of President Vladimir Putin’s
visit to India starting December 4. He
made these remarks when asked
whether Russia would support India
if it were to take any action against
Pakistan on the issue of terrorism.

“Our country has suffered greatly
from terrorism, and we understand
its pain. We know that India has
faced this threat many times. Russia
is in full support of India in its war
against terrorism,” he said.

“We believe that the only way to
combat terrorism is international
cooperation. Unfortunately, the kind
of relations we currently have with
European countries limits that pos-
sibility for us. Together with India,
we will continue to cooperate in the
fight against terrorism,” he added.

Russia’s statement comes as India
is bracing for the mounting possibil-

ity of a two-front terror threat emerg-
ing from both Pakistan and
Bangladesh, urging heightened vigi-
lance, intelligence preparedness,
and military deterrence.

This comes after a recent blast
near the Red Fort in Delhi, in which
doctors working at the university’s
Al-Falah School of Medical Sciences
and Research Centre came under the
security agencies’ radar following a
massive recovery of explosives.

The April Pahalgam terror attack,
orchestrated by the Pakistan-based
terror group Lashkar-e-Taiba (LeT)’s
offshoot, The Resistance Front
(TRF), resulted in the deaths of at
least 26 people, including one Nepali
citizen, with over 20 others injured.
The terrorists selectively targeted
Hindus in the tourist group.

Former Indian Air Force Chief Air
Chief Marshal Arup Raha has also

highlighted that the probability of a
coordinated or near-simultaneous
terror challenge from both fronts is
increasing in the current geopolitical
climate. “A terror attack from two
fronts is a probability which is in-
creasing, and we have to guard
against it,” he cautioned.

He also reflected on past con-
frontations with Pakistan-backed
terror groups and pointed out that
Bangladesh, too, is undergoing an
ideological shift. “Bangladesh has
been moving towards fundamental-
ism since the fall of the Sheikh Hasi-
na regime,” he observed, stressing
that India must factor in the “poten-
tial consequences and the risk of a
two-front terror attack.” Calling for
an enhanced intelligence coordina-
tion and the empowerment of secu-
rity agencies to detect and neutralize
threats at an early stage, he said, “we
need strong intelligence capabilities
and well-prepared security forces.”

Russia backs India against terrorism
Says international cooperation needed


