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Srinagar (UNI)
Kashmir’s chief
cleric and Hurriy-
at Chairman Mir-
waiz Umar Fa-
rooq on Friday
termed Kashmir
as a nuclear flashpoint
which can explode any-
time.

“In the last few days, we
have gone through anoth-
er harrowing experience
that this festering conflict
ignited, hours close to an
all-out war between two
nuclear countries. Even
the ‘limited escalation’
was enough to destroy the
lives of those living along
and across the LOC in J&K.
Dozens of precious lives
lost, homes and livelihood
destroyed,” Mirwaiz said
while addressing Friday
congregational prayers at
historic Jamia mosque in
old Srinagar.

He said the image of the
smiling twins, the 12-year-
old Zain and Urwa, killed
in Poonch cross-border

firing, will contin-
ue to haunt.

“How their
mother is coping
with it while their
father is battling
for life in the hos-

pital, tears the heart. The
pain runs deep,” he said

“For India and Pak-
istan, it is a territorial is-
sue, but for the people of
J&K living the reality of
this conflict daily, it is a
bleeding wound that re-
fuses to heal. How long are
we going to suffer and live
in fear and uncertainty?
While everyone is talking
about Kashmir, no one is
talking to Kashmir—to its
people, those who live
here. What do we want for
ourselves, our dreams for
our future generations,
our yearning for peace?
Will our wounds ever heal?
Will this conflict ever be
resolved?,” he asked.

With each such
episode, the problem gets
more difficult.

Kashmir, a nuclear flashpoint,
can explode anytime: Mirwaiz

Jammu (UNI)
As the tension between India and Pak-
istan is normalising gradually and the
shelling on the borders has stopped, the
Jammu and Kashmir administration has
geared up to welcome the pilgrims for
this year’s Shri Amarnath Yatra starting
from July 3 and ending on August 9.

More than 3.5 lakh devotees from
across the country have registered them-
selves online for the yatra. However, the
Yatri Niwas with a capacity to accommo-
date 2000 pilgrims will get a facelift and
be ready for the yatries by mid of June.
“Situation on borders is peaceful and
normalcy has restored,” officials said.

They said that very soon the repair

work will begin at Bhagwati Nagar based
Yatri Niwas—the base camp of Shri Amar-
nath Yatra at Jammu and the facility will
be handed over to the Tourism Depart-
ment by June 20.

“The first batch of pilgrims from Jam-
mu Yatri Niwas will leave for Shri Amar-
nath from twin routes—Pahalgam and
Baltal— route on July 2,” they added.

They further said that so far more than
three and a half lakh devotees from across
the country have registered online from
April 14 for the Yatra.

“There is a great enthusiasm among
the devotees and despite all challenges
they are ready to visit the cave shrine dur-
ing the yatra,” they stated.

Amarnath Yara: Over 3.5L
pilgrims registered online

Raipur (UNI): Chhattisgarh Chief Minis-
ter Vishnu Dev Sai on Friday interacted
with beneficiaries from eight panchayats
in the region at 'Samadhan Shivir' organ-
ised under the third phase of 'Sushasan
Tihar'. He gathered information about
the implementation of government
schemes at the grassroots level and lis-
tened to their problems.

The CM attended the 'Samadhan Shiv-
ir' held at Sitagav village in the Manpur
block of Mohla-Manpur-Ambagh Chowki
district. Deputy Chief Minister and dis-
trict in-charge Vijay Sharma and Chief

Minister's principal secretary Subodh
Singh were also present.

During the 'Samadhan Shivir', the CM
interacted with beneficiaries from eight
panchayats -- Sitagav, Madanwada,
Karekatta, Halanjur, Hureli, Kandadi,
Kohka, and Halora. He gathered informa-
tion about the implementation of govern-
ment schemes and listened to their prob-
lems. He highlighted various initiatives, in-
cluding the approval of 18 lakh Prime Min-
ister's houses, purchase of paddy at Rs 3,100
per quintal, and establishment of Atal Digi-
tal Seva Kendras in 1,460 panchayats.

Chhattisgarh CM attends ‘Samadhan Shivir',
listens to beneficiaries’ problems

Bengaluru (UNI)
BJP leaders on Friday roundly con-
demned Karnataka MLA Kolathur
Manjunath’s demand for proof of
Operation Sindoor, accusing the
Congress party of undermining the
Indian Army’s valor and running an
anti-national campaign.

BJP national vice-president Gau-
rav Bhatia said, “Today, Karnataka
MLA Manjunath is asking for proof
of Operation Sindoor. This clearly

shows that the Congress party —
Rahul Gandhi, Mallikarjun Kharge,
and their leaders like Siddaramaiah
— do not trust the bravery of our In-
dian Army.”

“They demand proof, indicating a
deliberate campaign against the
country and our soldiers. Robert
Vadra tried to divide the nation on
communal lines after the Pahalgam
terror attack, while Sonia Gandhi re-
mained silent and Rahul Gandhi did
not utter a word. 

The Congress Working Commit-
tee’s resolution further exposes that
all Congress members are directed to
speak against the country, Prime
Minister Modi, and the Indian
Army.”

BJP National General Secretary
CT Ravi lashed out at the Congress
for what he termed as its “history of
speaking against the country” and
criticised its handling of terrorism
during its rule.

BJP attacks Congress after party MLA
asks for proof of Operation Sindoor

New Delhi (UNI)
The Centre has appointed a high-level legal
team, including Solicitor General Tushar
Mehta and Additional Solicitor General S V
Raju, to lead the prosecution in the 26/11
Mumbai terror attacks case against
Tahawwur Rana.

The move comes weeks after Rana’s ex-
tradition from the United States, nearly 16
years after his arrest for his alleged involve-
ment in the attacks that killed 166 people.

In a gazette notification issued on
Thursday, Abhijit Sinha, Additional Sec-
retary in the Ministry of Home Affairs,
stated that the Central Government, ex-
ercising powers under Section 15(1) of
the National Investigation Agency (NIA)
Act and Section 18(8) of the Bharatiya
Nagarik Suraksha Sanhita (BNSS), 2023,
has constituted a team of Special Public
Prosecutors.

This team will be headed by Solicitor
General Tushar Mehta and will include ASG

S V Raju, senior advocate Dayan Krishnan,
and advocate Narender Mann already noti-
fied as Special Public Prosecutors.

They will represent the NIA before the
NIA Special Courts in Delhi, the Delhi High
Court, and the Supreme Court. 

Their tenure will extend for three years
from the date of publication of the notifica-
tion or until the trial concludes, whichever

is earlier.
Tahawwur Rana, a former Pakistani

army doctor and long-time associate of
David Coleman Headley, the key conspira-
tor in the 2008 attacks, was extradited to In-
dia on April 10.

He had been arrested in Chicago in
2009, months after the coordinated attacks
in Mumbai that targeted multiple loca-
tions, including the Taj Hotel and Chhatra-
pati Shivaji Terminus.

Following his arrival in India, Rana was
remanded to NIA custody and later sent to
judicial custody till June six by New Delhi’s
Patiala House Court.

The NIA has already obtained his voice
and handwriting samples for investigative
purposes.

Dayan Krishnan, an expert in extradi-
tion law who led India’s arguments in the
US court during the extradition proceed-
ings, had earlier been appointed to head
the legal team.

Centre appoints top legal team to prosecute
Tahawwur Rana in 26/11 Mumbai attacks case

Patna (UNI)
The Bihar Congress on Friday al-
leged that BJP leaders and a top bu-
reaucrat acting as super CM tried to
stop party leader Rahul Gandhi from
meeting Dalit students in Darb-

hanga.
Congress in-charge of Bihar Kr-

ishna Allaveru told media that the
Darbhanga district administration
had granted permission to Rahul to
address Dalit students in Ambedkar

hostel, but at the last moment it was
withdrawn on “flimsy ground”.

The venue was shifted, but Dalit
students were adamant to have in-
teraction with Rahul in hostel
premises itself, he added.

“A BJP minister and a top bureau-
crat Deepak Kumar behaved like su-
per CM and forced the Darbhanga
district administration to withdraw
permission granted earlier for meet-
ing in hostel premises “, Allaveru al-
leged.

“Despite obstacles created by BJP
ministers and a self-proclaimed su-
per CM, Rahul addressed students in
Ambedkar hostel premises itself “,
Allaveru said, adding the administra-
tion had lodged FIR against Rahul for
alleged violation of prohibitory or-
ders by him.

Rahul said the FIR lodged against
him was like a “medal from Bihar
government”, he pointed out quot-
ing a statement of the Congress
leader.

BJP leaders tried to stop Rahul 

CPI(M) spoils credibility of election
process: KPCC President
Thiruvananthapuram: Kerala Pradesh Congress Commit-
tee (KPCC) President Sunny Joseph MLA on Friday alleged
that the CPI(M) has destroyed the credibility of the election
process in the State.

The Congress leader expressed his opinion after former
Kerala PWD Minister and senior CPI(M) leader revealed
that postal votes were tampered with and manipulated by
his party during the 1989 Lok Sabha election.

G. Sudhakaran’s statement that postal votes were tam-
pered with and corrected in favor of the CPM is just one of
the many election sabotages they have committed, he said.

The alleged incident pertains to the 1989 Lok Sabha
election from the Alappuzha constituency, where malprac-
tice in postal voting was reportedly carried out.

“Fake voting, booth capture are in the blood of the CPM.
They have always participated in the democratic process by
subverting democracy. The CPM is the party that has de-
stroyed the credibility of the election process itself.”

MHA sanctions Tripura
to raise another IR
Battalion of TSR
Agartala: Accepting the demand of
the Tripura government, the Min-
istry of Home Affairs (MHA) has
sanctioned the raising of one more
India Reserve (IR) Battalion of Tripu-
ra State Rifles (TSR).

So far, TSR has 13 battalions that
have been performing duties par ex-
cellence across the country, espe-
cially election duty, counter-insur-
gency operations, and security en-
gagement in ONGC’s exploration ac-
tivities.

Announcing the MHA decision,
Dr Saha said, “It’s a big boost for
Tripura! MHA sanctions raising of
another India Reserve Battalion for
TSR, enhancing security and gener-
ating employment opportunities,
which will further strengthen the se-
curity base of the country.”

According to officials, MHA shall
reimburse a one-time financial as-
sistance of Rs 50 crore for raising one
IR Battalion. 

Eight militants
nabbed in Manipur
Imphal: Manipur Police and security
forces apprehended eight militants
in different operations during the
last 24 hours.

Security forces arrested a militant
from Heirok Part-III Keithelmanbi
Loukon near a brick field in Thoubal
district along with arms and ammu-
nition. In another operation, securi-
ty forces arrested two militants from
Imphal East district.

The state police in an incident ar-
rested a militant from Khangabok
Part II Maisnam Leikai in Thoubal
district. Security forces arrested a
militant from Khonghampat Awang
Leikai in Imphal West district.

In yet another operation security
forces arrested a militant from Khu-
rai Chingangbam Leikai in Imphal
East District. In an operation police
recovered a .303 rifle with magazine,
one 9 mm carbine with magazine,
two 9 mm pistols with magazine, 20
5.56 mm rounds, and other items
from Libong-Duthang Junction in
Tengnoupal district.

From meeting Dalit students: Congress
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