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Chennai (UNI) 
Having ordered the transfer of the

probe into the custodial death of
Ajith Kumar, a 29-year-old temple
security guard at Thirupuvanam in
Sivaganga district, from the state po-
lice to the Central Bureau of Investi-
gation (CBI), Chief Minister MK Stal-
in apologised over phone to the
mother and brother of the victim
and assured them to secure exem-
plary punishment to the guilty.

In an emotion filled voice, Stalin
spoke to victim’s mother Malathi late
on Tuesday evening and consoled
her. Stalin expressed “sorry” thrice
and asked the family of the victim
not to lose heart.

“Vanakkam amma very
sorry…very sorry very sorry. I have
directed to take severe action and
what all is required for you will be
done. Minister will take care of it. Be
confident… Be confident. What has
happened should not have hap-
pened,” Stalin told her through the
mobile phone of Cooperation Minis-
ter KR Periyakaruppan, who is also
the Sivaganga district DMK secre-
tary.

The Chief Minister also shared
the video of his conversation on his

‘X’ handle.
When the phone was handed over

to the victim’s brother, Naveen Ku-
mar, the CM assured exemplary
punishment to the guilty.
“Vanakkam thambi (brother). What
has happened should not have hap-
pened. Be confident, I have directed
to take stern action. What all assis-
tance you need will be done through
the minister. Be confident. Swift ac-
tion has been taken in connection
with the incident and it is continu-
ing. All (accused) have been arrest-
ed. What is due to you will be done.
We can’t leave this incident and ex-
emplary punishment will be se-
cured,” he said.

Custodial death: Stalin apologises
to victim’s mother and brother

Hyderabad (UNI) 
Union Minister Kishan Reddy on

Wednesday said that the youth across
the country should actively partici-
pate in politics.

Addressing a mock parliament ses-
sion organised by Mahila Morcha
Telangana state unit on the occasion
of 50 years of Congress Emergency at
KMIT here, Kishan Reddy said that
Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s vi-
sion is to introduce ethical and princi-
pled politics and that is why he has
called upon one lakh young people
nationwide to enter the political are-
na.

The youth participating in this
mock parliament must strive to reach
the level required to debate effective-
ly in the actual Parliament in the fu-
ture, he said. “The Indian Constitu-

tion is the best constitution in the
world. In contrast, countries like Pak-
istan, Bangladesh, and Sri Lanka have
faced internal crises due to military
regimes suppressing democracy by
violating their constitutions,” he
added.

“In India, we are successfully im-
plementing the Constitution drafted
by Dr Babasaheb Ambedkar. Howev-
er, it should be remembered that in

1975, during Indira Gandhi’s regime,
the Constitution was set aside, civil
rights were suppressed, press free-
dom was curtailed, and a state of
emergency was imposed”, he pointed
out.

At that time, without any discus-
sion in the cabinet, the President was
forcibly made to sign the order at
midnight, and by dawn, hundreds of
thousands were arrested. Among
those arrested were Jayaprakash
Narayan, Atal Bihari Vajpayee, Lal Kr-
ishna Advani, V. Ramarao, Venkaiah
Naidu, and Bandaru Dattatreya, he
said.

This mock parliament is being held
with the intention that today’s genera-
tion should understand the anti-de-
mocratic actions that took place dur-
ing the Emergency, said Kishan Reddy.

Union Minister Kishan Reddy calls upon
youth to actively participate in politics

UP govt cracks down on
illegal mining using AI
and drones, over 21,000
vehicles blacklisted
Lucknow: In a decisive move to curb
illegal mining and mineral trans-
portation in the state, the Uttar
Pradesh government has deployed
advanced technologies, including
Artificial Intelligence (AI), drones,
and satellite-based monitoring sys-
tems.

Demonstrating vigilance, the
state has blacklisted over 21,477 ve-
hicles found involved in unlawful
transportation activities.

Officials said as part of this crack-
down, 57 AI and IoT-enabled check
gates have been established across
the state to monitor vehicles en-
gaged in mining operations. These
automated checkpoints, set up with
the support of the Transport Depart-
ment, utilize Weigh-In-Motion
(WIM) technology to detect and
prevent overloading of vehicles.

In addition to real-time vehicle
monitoring, the Directorate of Geol-
ogy and Mining is using advanced
satellite imagery and mapping tools
such as Google Earth, Arc-GIS, and
LISS-IV data to both detect illegal
mining sites and identify untapped
mineral zones.

Thiruvananthapuram (UNI) 
Financial benefits worth

Rs 1 lakh crore due to gov-
ernment employees have
been grabbed by the
CPI(M)-led Left Democratic
Front (LDF) government in
Kerala, alleged Congress
leader K. Muraleedharan.

“There has never been a
time when government em-
ployees were denied salaries
like this. Even the arrears
from the last pay revision
have not been paid. Despite
one full year having passed
since the effective date of
the 12th Pay Commission –
July 1, 2024 – the govern-
ment has yet to constitute a
commission for it,” the for-
mer KPCC president said.
Demanding the immediate
release of pay revision ar-
rears and pending dearness
allowance, he said the gov-
ernment owes employees
18% dearness allowance ar-
rears across six instalments.

As a mark of protest
against the government’s fi-
nancial indiscipline, the
Kerala NGO Association
staged a Secretariat march
as part of the statewide ‘Be-
trayal Day’ observance, he
added. “For the past six
years, benefits including
leave surrender have been
denied. Uncontrolled price
hikes are ruthlessly burden-
ing the common man. The

government is completely
failing to intervene in the
market to control inflation,”
he said.

The Left, which had
twice promised in its elec-
tion manifesto to scrap the
contributory pension
scheme after coming to
power, has now been in of-
fice for nine years but still re-
fuses to withdraw it, he al-
leged.

Muraleedharan also crit-
icised the Medisep health
insurance scheme, which
was introduced during the
Congress-led Oommen
Chandy government as part
of the 10th Pay Commission
to provide cashless treat-
ment for employees at any
hospital. “It has now been
turned into a money-grab-
bing project,” he said.

He further alleged that
the long-standing rules for
compassionate appoint-
ments have been scrapped
and replaced with unscien-
tific and impractical norms,
effectively issuing a death
warrant to the system.

Rs 1 lakh cr benefits due to
employees grabbed by CPM
govt in Kerala: Muraleedharan

No evidence yet
linking Covid 
vaccine to heart
attacks: Rao
Nandi Hills: Karnataka
Health Minister Dinesh
Gundu Rao today assert-
ed that no conclusive evi-
dence has yet emerged
linking COVID-19 vac-
cines to heart attacks,
myocardial infarction, or
cancer, and said ongoing
investigations by global
and national institutions
have so far yielded no di-
rect connection.

Speaking to reporters,
Rao said, “That is why
there is a committee look-
ing into it. Even earlier,
such cases were referred
to the Chief Secretary,
and the committee is
working on it.”

He stressed that such
complex health questions
require thorough, long-
term research. “These in-
vestigations need to be
carried out at a global and
national scale, with com-
prehensive data collec-
tion. So far, no clear-cut
findings have been made
by the WHO or other pre-
mier institutions. Even
worldwide, no direct link-
age has been found,” he
noted.

Massive Deluge 
devastates Himachal’s
Seraj; Calls grow for
central intervention
Shimla: In what is being
described as an unprece-
dented natural calamity,
the Seraj region of Hi-
machal Pradesh’s Mandi
district has been ravaged
by intense cloudbursts
and flash floods, leaving
the area cut off from the
rest of the state and trig-
gering urgent appeals for
Central government in-
tervention.

Civil society groups,
including the Himalayan
Niti Abhiyan, have issued
a call for immediate aerial
surveys and Army deploy-
ment, terming the inci-
dent a humanitarian
emergency.
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