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Pakistan's Defence

Minister Khawaja Asif
and Chinese Defence Min-
ister Dong Jun were
among those who attend-
ed the conclave.

"Peace and prosperity
cannot co-exist with ter-
rorism and proliferation
of Weapons of Mass De-
struction in the hands of
non-state actors and ter-
ror groups," Singh said.

"Dealing with these
challenges requires deci-
sive action. It is impera-
tive that those who spon-
sor, nurture and utilise
terrorism for their nar-
row and selfish ends must
bear the consequences,"
he said.

Singh also said that
the pattern of the Pahal-
gam terror attack

matched with Lashkar-e-
Taiba's previous terror
attacks in India.

The defence minister
said India launched Op-
eration Sindoor in re-
sponse to the heinous ter-
ror attack in Pahalgam,
exercising its right to de-
fend against terrorism
and pre-empt as well as
deter further cross-border
attacks.

"During the Pahalgam
terror attack, victims
were shot after they were
profiled on religious iden-
tity. The Resistance Front,
a proxy of UN-designated
terror group Lashkar-e-
Taiba (LeT) claimed re-
sponsibility for the at-
tack," he said.

"The pattern of the Pa-
halgam attack matches
with LeT's previous ter-

ror attacks in India. In-
dia's zero tolerance for
terrorism was demon-
strated through its ac-
tions," he said.

"It includes our right
to defend ourselves
against terrorism. We
have shown that epicen-
tres of terrorism are no
longer safe and we will
not hesitate to target
them," he said.

Singh said SCO
members must condemn
terrorism unequivocally
as he reaffirmed India's
resolve to fight the men-
ace in all its forms.

The defence minister
also called for proactive
steps to prevent the

spread of radicalisation
among the youth.

"The joint statement
of the Council of SCO
Heads of State on 'Coun-
tering Radicalisation
leading to Terrorism, Sep-
aratism and Extremism'
issued during India's
chairmanship symbolises
our shared commitment,"
he stated.

Singh stressed the
world faces an intricate
web of challenges that
range from transnational
terrorism and cyberat-
tacks to hybrid warfare.

These threats, he said,
do not respect national
boundaries and demand
a unified response rooted
in transparency, mutual
trust, and collaboration.

The defence minister
also noted that India has
been consistent and stead-
fast in its policy in sup-
port of peace, security
and stability in Afghani-
stan.

Highlighting the SCO's
crucial role in the current
uncertain geopolitical
scenario, Singh said that
the member countries
contribute around 30 per
cent of the global GDP,
and about 40 per cent of
the world's population re-
sides in them. He de-
scribed the creation of a
safe, secure and stable re-
gion as a collective stake,
which can contribute to-
wards the progress and
improvement of people's
lives.
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It is not clear whether the NITI Aayog
will also entrust the task to a third party
as time is too short to evaluate schemes
before the March 31, 2026 deadline.

A Finance Ministry circular made it
clear that they must prove their “effec-
tiveness” in achieving its set objectives
and need to “continue” to achieve targets”.
Surprisingly, the circular also said that

every scheme should have a sunset date.
Schemes that are fully or partially

funded by the Union government will only
be continued beyond the current financial
year if the “evaluation report for the
scheme shows positive outcomes. The gov-
ernment has also proposed other financial
limitations. It also wants another scheme,
in lieu of a current scheme, requiring
less expenditure could also be proposed.
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"The #Ax4 crew -- commander

Peggy Whitson, ISRO astronaut
Shubhanshu Shukla, ESA astro-
naut Slawosz Uznanski-Wis-
niewski, and mission specialist
Tibor Kapu -- emerges from the
Dragon spacecraft and gets their
first look at their home in low
Earth orbit," the National Aero-
nautics and Space Administra-
tion (NASA) said in a post on X.

"We are happy to be here. It
was a long quarantine," Whitson,
who is on her fifth spaceflight,

said as the four astronauts waved
to the mission control at Hous-
ton.

A live video link from the
NASA showed the spacecraft ap-
proaching the space station. The
docking sequence was completed
at 4:15 pm IST.

After the more-than-28-hour
journey since its launch from
Florida at 12:01 hours on Wed-
nesday, the Dragon spacecraft
began a slow and measured ap-
proach by firing on thrusters to
prepare for a rendezvous with

the space station.
The spacecraft moved swiftly

through the intricate manoeu-
vres, prompting the mission con-
trol to skip two halts at "way-
point-1" and "waypoint-2", which
advanced the docking by nearly
30 minutes.

Just 20 metres from the space
station, the spacecraft made its
final approach, using a suite of
laser-based sensors and cameras,
aligned precisely with the dock-
ing port on the Harmony module
of the orbital laboratory.

After the soft capture of the
spacecraft, the hard-mating was
completed when the two orbiting
bodies were connected with 12
sets of hooks with each other
and communication and power
links were established.

The space station crew per-
formed the mandatory leak
checks and hatch-opening proce-
dures to ensure that the pressure
inside the Dragon spacecraft was
the same as on the ISS -- matching
the pressure levels at the sea
level on Earth.
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