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The legendary Mahendra
Singh Dhoni will be in
the spotlight in what

could be his final game at the
iconic Wankhede Stadium
when defending champions
Chennai Super Kings take on
Mumbai Indians in the Indian
Premier League here on
Sunday.
Dhoni returns to the hallowed
turf of Wankhede for the first
time ever as a non-captain of
the CSK, potentially in his last
IPL season. It will also be his
first appearance as just a play-
er for any team since
November 2005. 
Even at 42, Dhoni’s glove-work
remains impeccable and so
does his assessment of the
game like always. But CSK
will hope that his tactical acu-
men also helps them improve
a dismal away record this sea-
son, having suffered two defeats
on the road. 
CSK would also hope their
recent record against MI —
four wins in last five matches
including their seven-wicket
win here last season — holds
them in good stead.
Two of IPL’s most successful
teams with five titles each,
both sides are witnessing a tec-
tonic shift of leadership change
with Hardik Pandya taking
over the mantle from Rohit
Sharma at MI and Ruturaj
Gaikwad succeeding Dhoni at
CSK, but there is nothing that

suggests their intense rivalry
would expect any such shift.
If anything, CSK’s bowlers
could be put to sword by the
rampaging MI batters who
have gone hammer and tongs
at the flat pitches here, scoring
in excess of 230 against Delhi
Capitals and chasing down
nearly 200 against Royal
Challengers Bengaluru with
more than four overs to spare.
Pandya’s MI have found their
footing after a jittery start.
Their batters have done well in
the last two outings and
Suryakumar Yadav’s 17-ball
fifty against RCB provides an
ominous sign to CSK bowlers,
who have shown mastery on
slow, turning pitches at the
Chepauk but remain untested
on flat, batting-friendly sur-
faces.
Ishan Kishan (161 runs) and
Rohit’s opening stand would
thus be crucial in the scheme
of things but CSK would also
have a lot of assurance with

their own batting.
Skipper Gaikwad may not be a
marauder with the bat but he
can be the silent enforcer in the
CSK line-up, which has the
exuberance of Rachin Ravindra
at the top, sturdiness of Daryl
Mitchell in the middle and
explosiveness of Shivam Dube
(176 runs), Ravindra Jadeja
and Dhoni in the death overs.
CSK would also be aware that
seeing off the dexterous Jasprit
Bumrah (10 wickets) and going
after the rest of the MI bowl-
ing would be the key, since the
others have given away runs at
alarming rate while struggling
with their line and lengths on
placid surfaces.
Despite Bumrah’s five-wicket
haul, MI leaked runs at a high
rate to allow RCB get closer to
the 200-run mark here a few
nights ago.
A lot will be riding on Shardul
Thakur and Tushar Deshpande
for CSK, who both return to
their home ground, but

Mustafizur Rahman (9 wickets)
and the wily Jadeja would be
the ones to watch out for given
their recent exploits.
On their part, teams say “we
want to get as many runs as
possible” but by the look of it,
scores around 220-230 while
batting first could be the best
way possible to ensure an
upperhand at this venue. 
TEAMS (FROM): Mumbai
Indians: Hardik Pandya (c),
Rohit Sharma, Suryakumar
Yadav, Dewald Brevis, Jasprit
Bumrah, Piyush Chawla,
Gerald Coetzee, Tim David,
Shreyas Gopal, Ishan Kishan
(wk), Anshul Kamboj, Kumar
Kartikeya, Akash Madhwal,
Kwena Maphaka, Mohammad
Nabi, Shams Mulani, Naman
Dhir, Shivalik Sharma,
Romario Shepherd, Arjun
Tendulkar, Nuwan Thushara,
Tilak Varma, Harvik Desai,
Nehal Wadhera, Luke Wood.
Chennai Super Kings: MS
Dhoni (wk), Aravelly Avanish
(wk), Devon Conway, Ruturaj
Gaikwad (c), Ajinkya Rahane,
Shaik Rasheed, Moeen Ali,
Shivam Dube, RS Hangargekar,
Ravindra Jadeja, Ajay Jadav
Mandal, Daryl Mitchell, Rachin
Ravindra, Mitchell Santner,
Nishant Sindhu, Deepak
Chahar, Tushar Deshpande,
Mukesh Choudhary,
Mustafizur Rahman,
Matheesha Pathirana, Simarjeet
Singh, Prashant Solanki,
Shardul Thakur, Maheesh
Theekshana, Sameer Rizvi.
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Two-time champions Kolkata
Knight Riders will seek

home comfort in their bid to
return to winning ways when
they face a depleted Lucknow
Super Giants in an Indian
Premier League match here on
Sunday.
The match will be KKR’s first of
the five matches at home on the
trot and the Gautam Gambhir-
mentored side will be fully
aware this can prove decisive to
clinch the play-off spot for the
first time since 2021.
In the points tally, nothing sep-
arates the two teams, both of
whom have secured three wins
each, and lost their respective
last-round matches. KKR’s over-
reliance on their Caribbean age-
ing duo of Sunil Narine and
Andre Russell was exposed by
defending champions Chennai
Super Kings when they lost by
seven wickets in their previous
outing. 
Narine (27) and Russell (10)
failed with the bat and the team,
who had posted two 200-plus
scores from three matches on
the back of the Caribbean duo’s
blazing form, could manage an
under par 137/9 at Chennai. 
That sums up KKR’s batting that
has relied on some odd fire-
works and missed an anchor in
the absence of Nitish Rana (fin-
ger injury), who is slated to sit
out of another match.
In the spotlight since the begin-
ning of the season, KKR cap-
tain Shreyas Iyer has failed to
impress and his scores give an
abysmal picture -- 0, 39 not out,
18 and 34. 
Their another designated batter
Venkatesh Iyer has three single
digit scores this season to go
with one odd fifty against Royal
Challengers Bengaluru and the
team, it seems, doesn’t have a
clear role for him.
From batting at No. 3 in their
IPL opener against Sunrisers
Hyderabad, Iyer was seen in the
finisher’s role at No. 7 and No.
5 in their last two matches.
Ramandeep Singh also had a
lean run after an impressive 35
against SRH.
The 2022 U-19 World Cup win-
ning Angkrish Raghuvanshi has
impressed the most following his
54 against Delhi Capitals. And

he will like to return among runs
after failing to convert his start
against CSK. The most-talked
about signing Mitchell Starc’s
poor form with the ball has been
the talk of the town.
The Aussie speed gun has an
economy of 11.00 and took his
first wicket of this IPL against
DC after giving away 100 runs
in the first two matches. Having
come as Impact Subs, left-arm
orthodox spinner Anukul Roy
has been impressive and he
would like to forge formidable
partnership with Narine.
While KKR will be overwhelm-
ing favourites at Eden, LSG
with their unassuming approach
will not give up easily, even as
they will miss their pace sensa-
tion Mayank Yadav for a second
successive match.
Recovering from a side strain
that ruled him out of their
match against Gujarat Titans,
Mayank is doing “good” but
skipper KL Rahul has said that
he may take “a couple of more
games before coming back”.
Mayank’s replacement Arshad
Khan failed to impress, conced-
ing at 10.73 runs over as they
failed to defend 167 at home
against DC last evening.
Mohsin Khan, who claimed
2/34 against Punjab Kings, could
be a perfect replacement but it
remains to be seen if he’s fully
recovered from his hamstring
injury that had sidelined the left-
arm pacer.  The team owned by
Kolkata-based industrialist
Sanjeev Goenka will hope for a
much better show after muster-
ing an average 167/7 against DC
on Friday.
The likes of Quinton De Kock
and Rahul will look to return
among runs, while they also
boast of a powerful line-up
down the order with the likes of
Marcus Stoinis and Nicholas
Pooran. 
That they also have a formida-
ble slow bowling lineup in Ravi
Bishnoi and Krunal Pandya will
pose some tough questions for
KKR batters.
TEAMS (FROM):
Kolkata Knight Riders: Shreyas
Iyer (c), KS Bharat,
Rahmanullah Gurbaz, Rinku
Singh, Angkrish Raghuvanshi,
Sherfane Rutherford, Manish
Pandey, Andre Russell, Nitish
Rana, Venkatesh Iyer, Anukul
Roy, Ramandeep Singh, Varun
Chakravarthy, Sunil Narine,
Vaibhav Arora, Chetan Sakariya,
Harshit Rana, Suyash Sharma,
Mitchell Starc, Dushmantha
Chameera, Sakib Hussain and
Mujeeb Ur Rahman.
Lucknow Super Giants: KL
Rahul (c), Quinton de Kock,
Nicholas Pooran, Ayush Badoni,
Kyle Mayers, Marcus Stoinis,
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Delhi Capitals young batting
sensation Jake Fraser-

McGurk says if he could handle
the nerves on his IPL debut, the
credit goes to coach Ricky
Ponting, who advised him to
time the ball instead of swing-
ing his bat wildly.
Fraser-McGurk, who turned 22
on Thursday, was handed debut
on Friday against Lucknow
Super Giants.

Fraser-McGurk, who holds the
record for the fastest List A cen-
tury in 29 balls, seized the
opportunity with both hands,
smashing a 35-ball 55 to set up
their six-wicket win, that helped
move up from the bottom of the
standings. “My instincts are
aggressive, but before I went out
to bat, Ricky said just focus on
the timing, middle the ball,
don’t try to hit it too hard,” said
the Victorian.
“That sort of helped me ease my
nerves, went out there and had

a great innings, and hopefully
continue doing it.”
He began by hitting six off Yash
Thakur in the very second ball
he faced, then he hammered
Arshad Khan for a 96-metre six.
But his biggest assault came
against India spin bowling all-
rounder Krunal Pandya when he
spanked him for three sixes in
a row to virtually kill the contest.
“It’s just the same thing I’ve been
doing in every other game for
the last eight months -- watch
the ball, react to it and play to

your instinct,” Fraser-McGurk,
who struck five sixes and two
fours during his innings, spoke
about his approach.
Having gone unsold at the auc-
tion, the young Aussie top-
order batter, who has two ODI
appearances, was signed at his
base price of Rs 50 lakh as a
replacement for Lungi Ngidi. 
Before IPL, the youngster played
three matches for Dubai Capitals
in the ILT20 this season where
he scored 109 runs in his three
innings at a strike rate of 213.72.
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Deepak Hooda, Devdutt
Padikkal, Ravi Bishnoi, Naveen-
ul-Haq, Krunal Pandya, Yudhvir
Singh, Prerak Mankad, Yash
Thakur, Amit Mishra, Shamar

Joseph, Mayank Yadav, Mohsin
Khan, K. Gowtham, Arshin
Kulkarni, M. Siddharth, Ashton
Turner, Matt Henry and Mohd
Arshad Khan.
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