
SPORTS CAFE
Radhika enters women's 68kg final 
Bishkek (Kyrgyzstan): Radhika was the lone Indian woman 
wrestler who assured herself of a medal, her second at the 
senior Asian Championships, by reaching the 68kg final here 
on Saturday. Radhika, who won a silver at the U23 Asian 
Championships last year and also finished second at the 
senior Asian Championships in 2022, put up a dominant 
show in her weight category. She won the first bout by 
technical superiority against Kazakhstan's Albina 
Kairgeldinova and then pinned Kyrgyzstan's Gulnura 
Tashtanbekova. She will now face Japan's Nonoka Ozaki in 
the gold medal bout. 

Gaurav Gill finishes in top three 
New Delhi: JK Tyre's Gaurav Gill put himself in the battle for 
the win with a top-three placing at the end of the opening day 
of the Otago Rally in New Zealand. Piloting 2022 APRC 
champion and 10-time Otago Rally winner Haydon Paddon's 
Hyundai i20 N Rally2 machine, Gill and his New-Zealand based 
co-driver Jared Hudson were third on the timesheets, a little 
over 30 seconds behind overall leader Jack Hawkeswood and 
11 seconds adrift of second-placed Robbie Stokes. On day one, 
the drivers navigated through eight special stages. Gill lost 
fifteen seconds on stage 5 due to an error, but the triple-APRC 
champion offered proof of his outright speed by winning stages 
4, 7 and 8. 

Punjab FC goalkeeper shines 
New Delhi: After a 1-1 draw in the first 90 minutes of play, 
Punjab FC secured a 5-4 win over Bhaichung Bhutia Football 
School in penalty shootouts at the Vedas International School on 
Friday. Goals from either side in the first half took the teams into a 
shootout, but it was Punjab FC who came from behind to reach 
the National Finals, which will take place in Mumbai. In Group A 
of the Delhi Leg, Punjab FC won both their matches against 
Sudeva Delhi FC 3-0 and 1-0 respectively. Group B saw more 
exciting action as BBFS finished on top by one point ahead of Zinc 
FA. 

Nepal's Airee smashes 6 sixes in 1 over 
Al Amerat (Qatar): Nepal's hard-hitting Dipendra Singh Airee 
became the third batter to smash six sixes in an over in T20 
internationals here on Saturday. Airee achieved the feat 
against hosts Qatar during the ongoing ACC Men's Premier 
Cup T20 International fixture here. Thus, Airee joined an elite 
company of Yuvraj Singh (against Stuart Broad during T20 
World Cup 2007) and Kieron Pollard (against Sri Lanka's Akila 
Dananjaya in 2021) as batters with six maximums in one 
over. 

Prem, Jay anchor Union to victory 
Mumbai: M.B. Union CC snatched a 20-run victory against 
YMMA Cricket Club in a third round Group-B league match of 
the 3rd MCA Under-19 Cricket Tournament, in Azad Maidan on 
Saturday. 
Brief scores: M B Union 78 (K Patankar 3-9, R Gaitonde 3-16) bt 
YMMA Cricket Club 58 (P Gori 5-13, J Bhanushali 4-11). P.J. 
Hindu Gymkhana 130 (L Mestry 5-1l M Singh 3-25, A Deshmukh 
3-47) bt Regal CC 100 (A Desai 5-16). 
 
India suffer whitewash in Australia 
Perth: The Indian men's hockey team failed to avoid a 0-5 series 
whitewash after going down 2-3 in the fifth Test against 
Australia, completing a nightmare of a tour here on Saturday. 
The Indians entered the final game of the series after losing their 
previous four matches 1-5, 2-4, 1-2 and 1-3. The rubber was 
significant as far as preparation is concerned ahead of the 
upcoming Paris Olympics.  Skipper Harmanpreet Singh (4th) and 
Boby Singh Dhami (53rd) were the goal scorers for India, while 
Australia sounded the board through Jeremy Hayward (20th), Ky 
Willott (38th) and Tim Brand (39th). India meant business and 
looked to put pressure on the Australian defence in the final 
quarter. 

12GAMES
 

Noida: Gurugram-based Manu Gandas shot the day's best score of 
six-under 66 to grab the sole lead at a total of 13-under 203 after 
round three of the INR 1 crore Nissan presents Delhi-NCR Open 2024 

being played at the Noida Golf Course. Manu Gandas (68-69-66), the 
winner of the 2022 edition of the event, enjoyed an error-free day as 
he moved up three spots from his overnight fourth position. 

Manu Gandas shines on day three to grab sole lead
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PTI / TORONTO 

Indian Grandmasters R Prag-
gnanandhaa and D Gukesh 
would look to bridge the gap 
with leader Ian Nepomni-
achtchi of  Russia when they 
restart their campaigns in the 
eighth round of  the Candi-
dates chess tournament here. 

Teen sensation Prag-
gnanandhaa will be up 
against Frenchman Firouza 
Alireza, while Gukesh will 
take on compatriot Vidit Gu-
jarathi when the tournament 
resumes on Saturday. 

While all three Indians 
have had a decent outing in 
the open section so far, it is de-
fending champion Nepomni-
achtchi who is in prime posi-
tion to complete a hat-trick of  
titles at the halfway stage. 

With 4.5 points to his credit, 
Nepomniachtchi would be 
happy with his performance 
and stands as the favourite 

with half  point more than 
nearest rivals Praggnanand-
haa, Gukesh and top seed 
Fabiano Caruana of  United 
States. 

Gujrathi on 3.5 points is 
known to rise towards the end 
of  tournaments and one can 

expect him to come firing in 
the second half  along with 
Hikaru Nakamura, who 
shares the fifth spot with him. 
Pairings round 8 
Men 
R Pragg (4) vs F Alireza (Fra, 2.5) 
V Gujrathi (3.5) vs D Gukesh (4) 

H Nakamura (USA, 3.5) vs F 
Caruana (USA, 4) 
I Nepomniachtchi (Fid, 4.5) vs N 
Abasov (Aze, 2) 
Women: 
Z Tan (5) vs T Lei (Chn, 4) 
Ku Humpy (2.5) vs R Vaishali 
(2.5) 

FPJ NEWS SERVICE / MUMBAI 

In a gripping showdown, 
Dream 11 Vengsarkar 
Cricket Academy (VCA) 
emerged triumphant over 
Cricket Mantra's Academy, 
clinching the prestigious 
Dream XI Cup for under-16 ti-
tle by a commanding margin 
of  eight wickets in an exhila-
rating match here on Satur-
day. 

Tasked with chasing a for-
midable target of  184 runs 
for victory, the Vengsarkar 
Academy showcased their 
prowess and determination, 
comfortably reaching the tar-
get with eight wickets in 
hand and a remarkable seven 
overs to spare. 

Cricket Mantra’s 
Academy, having won the 
toss and elected to bat first, 
posted a competitive total of  
183 runs for the loss of  five 
wickets in the stipulated 35 
overs.  

Leading the charge for 
their side were Shrihann 
Haridass (22), Samridh Bhat 
(20), Aayudh Mohanty (45), 
and Vansh Chumble (50), 

who contributed significant-
ly with the bat. Alekh Singh 
played a pivotal role for VCA, 
claiming two crucial wickets 
for 41 runs.  

During the pursuit of  the 
target, the openers of  Dream 
11 Vengsarkar Cricket Acade-
my, Yash Jagtap (26) and 
Ashmith Jha (37), laid a solid 
foundation with a partner-
ship worth 62 runs.  

Following their departure, 
the team's resilience shone 
through as Aayush Shinde 

(51*) and Harsh Gaikar (60*) 
delivered unbeaten perform-
ances, steering their team to 
victory.  

Their partnership of  107 
runs for the third wicket, 
achieved in just 78 balls, 
proved to be the turning 
point of  the match. 

Harsh Gaikar's blazing in-
nings of  60 runs, embellished 
with 11 boundaries off  just 32 
deliveries, alongside Aayush 
Shinde's composed knock 
comprising five fours, under-

scored VCA's dominance on 
the field. 

  In summary, Cricket 
Mantra’s Academy conclud-
ed their innings at 183 for 5 
(with notable contributions 
from S. Haridass, S. Bhat, A.  
Brief score 
Cricket Mantra’s Academy: 
183-5 (S Haridass 22, S Bhat 20, 
A Mohanty 45, V Chumble 50; A 
Singh 2-41) lost to Dream 11  
Vengsarkar Cricket Academy: 
184-2 (Y Jagtap 26, A Jha 37, A 
Shinde 51*, H Gaikar 60*). 

AP / LONDON 

Japan has advanced to the 
Billie Jean King Cup finals 
without Naomi Osaka need-
ing to play a second singles 
match. With Japan leading 2-
0 after the opening day of  sin-
gles play on Friday at Tokyo, 
Nao Hibino beat 
Kazakhstan's Yulia Putintse-
va 6-4, 3-6, 7-6 (7) to clinch the 
match for the home side on 
Saturday and advance Japan 
to the Cup finals in November 
in Seville, Spain. 

On Friday, Osaka hit 15 
aces with a 6-2, 7-6 (5) win over 
Putintseva. It was the four-
time Grand Slam champion's 
first match in the team com-
petition since February 2020. 

Osaka's later singles match 
against Anna Danilina, who 
Hibino beat on Friday, was 
not played. 

Australia also advanced to 
the Seville finals earlier Sat-
urday with a 3-0 win over 
Mexico. Earlier on Friday, Os-
aka hit 15 aces and put Japan 
a step away from reaching the 
BJK Cup Finals with a 6-2 7-
6(5) win over Kazakhstan's 
Yulia Putintseva on Friday. 

PTI / NEW DELHI 

World Championships sil-
ver medallist Amit Panghal 
has returned to the Indian 
squad, which saw 
wholesale changes for the 
final Olympic qualifying 
event, set to to be held in 
Bangkok from May 25 to 
June 2. 

After Indian boxers' hor-
rid run at the Olympic qual-
ifiers in Italy last month, 
when not even one boxer 
could secure a quota, as 
many as five pugilists have 
lost their spot in the team 
for the second World Quali-
fication Tournament. 

The country's lone men's 
world championships silver 
medallist (2019) Panghal, 
who won gold at the 2022 
Commonwealth Games and 
the 2024 Strandja Memorial 
tournament, will get his 
first and final chance to 
seal his passage to his sec-
ond Olympic Games, 
having competed in the 
Tokyo edition.

PTI / AUGUSTA 

Indian-Americans Akshay 
Bhatia and Sahith Theegala 
handled the tough and windy 
conditions on the second day 
to make the 36-hole cut at the 
88th Augusta Masters here. 

Bhatia, 22, who won the 
Valero Texas Open last week, 
shot (72-75) to be T-30, while 
Theegala (74-74) was T-35, de-
spite a triple bogey after the 
second round. 

World No. 1 Scottie Schef-
fler held on in strong winds 
for an even par 72 that includ-
ed three birdies and three bo-
geys. 

Tiger Woods, meanwhile, 
made more Masters history 
by making the cut for a 
record 24th consecutive time 
after carding a 72 to sit on 1-
over. He is just seven shot be-
hind the leaders on T-22. 

Before the tournament, 
Woods jointly held the record 
for most consecutive cuts at 
tournaments played with 
Fred Couples and Gary Play-
er on 23.

Woods sets 
cuts record at 

Augusta 

Amit Panghal 
returns to 

Indian squad
VCA secures championship 

INDIA LOSE TO  
NEW ZEALAND 

 
Ankita Raina could not win the 
crucial second singles and later 
lost the decisive doubles match 
with partner Prarthana 
Thombare as a historic play-offs 
place slipped out of India's 
grasp after a 1-2 defeat to New 
Zealand in the Billie Jean King 
Cup here on Saturday. India 
remained in Asia/Oceania Group 
I by finishing third in the 
tournament.  

JAPAN ADVANCES 
IN FINAL

Osaka did not play her 2nd match in the 
Billie Jean King Cup

Pragg up against Alireza
Gukesh to face Gujrathi in an all-Indian affair in the 8th round


